

Hamper stickers threaten Peres 

'TEL AVIV (aFP) Israeli police are investigating the appear* 
soce of bumper stickere implicitly threatening Priine SSer 
Shimon Peres With death. The bumper stickers read “Shalom 
Haver r (Goo^e^Friend 2), a reference to 5£* phSre’aSb? 

0-S- President Bill Clinton in response to the assassination of Mr. 
Peres’ predecessor Yitzhak Rabin by a Jewish extremist. After Mr. 
■dinron used the phrase in an emotional White House statement 
following Mr. Rabin s punier and then again at the slain 

K " 'aan’s funeral, it became a prominent pro-peace slogan in 
. More tha n a million “Shalom Haver" bumper stickers were 
sold in the weeks following Mr. Rabin’s assassination. The new 
• sticker uses the same blue lettering on a white background 
simply the number 2, a dear allusion to Mr. Peres. The police 
enquiry was opened after Labour Party Deputy Amir Perce sent 
an angry letter to police chief Assaf Hefetz over what be called 
“the chilling sticker. “Even if the name does not appear explicitly 
the threat against Peres is obvious," he said. 



France ready to help Lebanon track 

BEIRUT (AFP) — France is ready to make a “practical and 
concrete" contribution to guarantee security in South Lebanon in 
5*e event of an Israeli withdrawal, French Foreign Minister Herve 
dc Charette said on Tuesday. He was speaking after talks here 
with Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares Bouez on the Middle East 
peace process and bilateral relations. Mr. De Charette said in the 
event^of an Israeli troop withdrawal from the occupied "security 
zone _ in South Lebanon, France would be witlin g to "contribute 
practical and concrete measures concerning peace arrangements.” 
I? 6 _ r ^f 1C L- In ' n ®* er a p*«ss conference in Beirut he had 
disc u ssed this possibility during a previous tour of the region, 
stressing that his proposals “were not turned down.” "On the 
contrary, they received a good response,” he said. Mr. De 
Charette am ved T uesday in Beirut as part of a regional tour which 
will also taken him to Syria, Last month he toured Israel, Jordan, 
Egypt and the autonomous Palestinian territories. Mr. Bouez told 
reporters: "Mr. De Charette informed me that France is ready to 
participate at the appropriate moment and if necessasry, and at the 
r^j^of all the parties, to a peacekeeping operation in South 
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King donates 
amplifier to RJ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday donated an ampli- 
fier to Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the national carrier, 
to facilitate the movement 
of the disabled, physically- 
handicapped and those us- 
ing wheel chairs from the 
RJ aircraft. The equipment 
facilitates the transport of 
pass en g e rs from the board- 
ing gate area to aircraft 
parked away from aircraft 
ramps, without having to 
use ladders. The new equip- 
ment represents a new addi- 
tion to the services provided 
by the RJ. 


Iraq lashes out at 
Arab League head 

• BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Tuesday accused Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid of re- 
fusing to visit the country 
unless he received bribes. 
"Abdul Meguid has not only 
failed to fulfill his commit- 
ments and acted outside 
Arab League authority, but 
adopted the most negative 
aspect of American and 
Kuwaiti behaviour toward 
Iraq,” the official A1 Jumhur- 
iyah daily said. Salah A1 
Mokbtar, the newspaper's 
. editor in chief, was comment- 
ing on an Arab newspaper 
: interview in which Dr. Abdul 
Meguid was quoted as saying 
: he would visit Iraq if there 
was a good reason to. Mr. 
Mokhtar, who was assistant 
secretary general for in- 
formation at the league dur- 
ing the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis, 
said: "Abdul Meguid and his 
family members obtained pri- 
vileges from the countries he 
defended.” "It is not strange 
to see that Abdul Meguid will 
not profit from his visit to 
Iraq because Baghdad 
doesn't offer privileges or 
bribes to buy the support" of 
the Arab League. 

Hizbollah is c able 
to develop’ Katyusha 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
Hizbollah can develop 
Soviet-made Katyusha rock- 
ets it uses in bombarding 
northern Israel, the militant 
group's deputy chief said in 
remarks printed on Tuesday. 

; “Hizbollah has become able 
to devleop the Katyusha 
weapon like to one in the 
world can devleop it," Sheikh . 
Na’ira Qassem said on Mon- 
day at a rally in East Leba- - 
non. His remarks were car- 
ried by Beirut newspapers on 
Tuesday. 

Chubais resigns 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian , 
President Boris Yeltsin 
accepted Tuesday the res- 
ignation of First Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoly Chu- 
bais, Interfax news agency 
reported. But Mr. Chubais 
himself said later Tuesday 
Mr. Yeltsin had not yet 
accepted his resignation. 
"The president has not 
accepted my resignation but I 
hope be will do so soon," the 
minister was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS news agency as 
saying. Mr. Chubais, who has 
presided over Russia’s con- 
troversial privatisation prog- 
ramme for more than four 
years, resigned earlier Tues- 
day after discussing his future 
in the government with Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin. He becomes the second 
minister of the beleaguered 
Russian government to resign 
this month after Andrei 
Kozyrev resigned as foreign 
minister on Jan. 5. 

Mubarak meets 
ousted Qatari emir 

CAIRO (AFP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday 
Peered at Cairo airport the 
deposed ruler of Qatar, 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
A1 Thani. The former emir, 
who was overthrown by his 
son in a bloodless coup last 
June, arrived on board his 
Personal plane for a private 
three-day visit. Sheikh Khali- 
fa ended this week a tour of 
CnJf Arab states to seek 
hacking for his campaign to 
win back power in Qatar. 


Jordan, Israel sign 
transport agreement 

Accord removes major hurdle in 
efforts to boost trade and. tourism 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

TIBERIAS, Israel — Jordan 
. and Israel on Tuesday signed 
a long-awaited transportation 
agreement, the acclaimed 
“linchpin” of agreements 
previously signed between 
the two countries. The accord 
■is expected to significantly 
boost trade and tourism be- 
tween the two countries, and 
“bring the two peoples 
together,” said Transport 
Minister Samir Kawar. 

"We are convinced," said 
Mr. Kawar during the signing 
ceremony at Tiberias, “that 
our achievements will en- 
hance our human interaction 
at all levels.” _ 

Mr. Kawar signed the 
accord along with his Israeli 
counterpart Yisrael Kessar at 
Beit Gabrielle, a conference 
centre on the shores of Lake 
Tiberias where His Majesty 
King Hussein and the late 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin exchanged the 
documents of ratification of 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty more than a year ago. 

Also among the Jordanian 
delegation were Ambassador 
to Israel Marwan Muasher, 
head of the Civil Aviation 
Authority Ahmad Jweiber, 
head of the committee super- 
vising the implementation of 
the peace treaty Hani Mulki 
and member of the negotiat- 
ing team Dureid Mahasneh. 

Also on Tueday, Mr. Jwei- 


ber and his Israeli counter- 
part Menachem Shalom 
signed an annexe on civil 
aviation. 

"Our bilateral agreement 
has paved the road for the 
national priorities in our sec- 
tor to be streamlined along 
new regional realities," Mr. 
Kawar said. 

“Jordan's historic role as a 
tr ansi t country that has pro- 
vided transportation corri- 
dors between East and West, 
North and South, is bound to 
be enhanced with the new 
spirit of regional and econo- 
mic cooperation.” 

To date, trade and tourism 
has been significantly hin- 
dered by the lack of a trans- 
port agreement. Under the 
agreement signed Tuesday 
Jordanian trucks transporting 
goods will be allowed to pass 
at the Wadi Araba and 
Sheikh Hussein crossings, 
thereby granting access to 
Israel's Mediterranean Sea 
ports. 

Also under the provisions, 
of the agreement, Jordanian 
trucks will be allowed to 
transport goods to the 
Palestinian autonomous terri- 
tories via the King Hussein 
Bridge. After crossing, goods 
will be reloaded onto Palesti- 
nian vehicles destined for 
self-rule areas. 

Tourist buses and private 
vehicles with an international 
licence will also be allowed to 
cross. The accord stipulates 
that 450 private cars from 
each country will be allowed 


to cross weekly. 

The accord, long delayed 
due to a snag in “technical 
details and definitions" of 
civil aviation, also allows for 
the creation of a five times 
weekly air taxi service be- 
tween Amman and Tel Aviv 
will reduce the often lengthy 
hassle of crossing at land 
borders from a several hours 
ordeal to a 14-minute flight. 
It dictates mutual use of the 
Aqaba airport, now under- 
going a feasibility study and 
slated for major expansion in 
the coming few years. 

The accord also calls for 
the creation of six daily bus 
routes between the two coun- 
tries — Aqaba-Eilat, Tel 
Aviv-Amman, Haifa- 
Amman, Haifa-Irbid, 
Nazareth- Amman and 
Nazareth-Irbid. 

As parties to the multi- 
lateral peace talks, the two 
countries are also required by 
the accord to develop an in- 
frastructure for an eventual 
railway system for the Middle 
East. Such a line between 
Jordan and Israel would in- 
clude Haifa, Irbid and Maf- 
raq. 

The signing of the trans- 
port accord also signals the 
beginning of the last round of 
cooperation agreements to be 
signed in fulfilment of the 
peace treaty. The four re- 
maining-, accords -r- science 
and culture, maritime bor- 
ders, Aqaba-Eilat and tele- 
communications — are to be 
signed Thursday in Aqaba. 


Husseini warns of violence 
during East Jerusalem vote 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A senior 
Palestinian official warned 
Tuesday that violence could 
break out during voting in 
East Jerusalem if the Israeli 
right-wing in East Jerusalem 
tried to disrupt the polling at 
post offices. 

“We know what the Israeli 
right can do. There is no 
limitation. . . by their provoca- 
tions they succeeded in 
pushing someone to kill the 
prime minister of Israel,” 
Faisal Husseini said, refer- 
ring to Yitzhak Rabin's assas- 
sination. 

"If they are allowed to 
reach here, there will be vio- 
lence. Those people are out 
of their mind, they can do 
anything," Mr. Husseini, 
who is in charge of Jerusalem 
affairs for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
told journalists. 

But Israeli police have said 
they would deploy 2,000 ex- 
tra police in East Jerusalem 
to guard against attack by 
"extremist Jews or Arabs 
opposed to the peace pro- 
cess." 

Some 70,000 Palestinians 
in East Jerusalem have reg- 
istered to vote in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip elec- 
tions for an autonomy council 
and president of a self-rule 
authority. 

The right-wing and Jewish 
settlers have called for a mass 
demonstration “in defence of 
Jerusalem” on polling day, 
but only after sunset when 
the Jewish sabbath comes to 
a close. 

Israeli police spokesman 
Eric Bar Chen said police 
would not enter the post 
offices unless problems arose 
and that the Palestinians 
would be allowed to use pri- 
vate guards who could Carry 
guns if licensed. 

Mr. Husseini also com- 
plained that Israel insisted on 
normal postal services during 
the Jerusalem vote, meaning 
the electorate will queue 
alongside people buying 
stamps, although at different 
counters. 

“It will be an invitation for 
Israeli groups which 


announced they would do ev- 
erything to stop the elections 
to come inside the stations 
and do whatever they want," 
he said. 

"They are giving them free 
access. .. They are simply put- 
ting the gasoline beside the 
fire." 

In Jericho on the West 
Bank, Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and U.S. Vice- 
President A1 Gore discussed 
the problem of voting in Jeru- 
salem, as well as in the flash- 
point town of Hebron where 
the Israeli army is still de- 
ployed. 

“We will be able to over- 
come these problems before 
election day, as we have 
overcome other problems be- 
fore," said Mr. Arafat. 

The Palestinians wanted 
the five East Jerusalem post 
offices open only for voting 
on Saturday, but Israel insists 
that the voting in its declared 
“capital” be seen as no more 
a postal ballot. 

Palestinian authorities 
moved Tuesday to reassure 
voters in East Jerusalem after 
right-wing Israelis threatened 
reprisals against residents 
who take part in the elec- 
tions. 

Poll organisers ran adver- 
tisements in Palestinian 
newspapers denying that East 
Jerusalem Palestinians who 
vote could lose their Israeli- 
issued residency cards which 
give them social benefits. 

“Some forces in the Israeli 
right distributed signs yester- 
day aiming to damage the 
election process and terrorise 
you from participating in this 
important Palestinian event,” 
the Central Election Com- 
mission said. 

“The commission asks you 
to ignore such incitement." 

Israeli military officials 
said they were refusing de- 
mands that Palestinian police 
oversee the vote in Hebron. 

In Jericho, Mr. AI Gore 
also met with a large number 
of Palestinian businessmen 
and hailed the Palestinians* 
“commitment to democra- 
cy.” 

Mr. Gore, on a 24-hour 
visit to Israel and the West 
Bank, said he discussed a 


“wide range of issues, includ- 
ing the elections and econo- 
mic development" during his 
talks. 

“I want to congratulate 
(Arafat) and the Palestinian 
people for the preparations 
for the elections,” he said 
after a brief private meeting 
with the Palestinian leader. 

"We regard very highly the 
Palestinian people’s commit- 
ment to democracy,” be said. 

After their private talks, 
Mr. Gore and Mr. Arafat 
held a working lunch with a 
group of Palestinian business- 
men to discuss ways to fuel 
economic growth in the new- 
ly autonomous Palestinian 
territories. 

Palestinian police arrested, 
four activists early Tuesday 
following the shooting of an 
Israeli civilian in Bethlehem, 
Palestinian officials said. 

Elsewhere. Israeli soldiers 
were fired upon in two sepa- 
rate incidents early Tuesday 
in the Gaza Strip, but no one 
was wounded, the Israeli 
army said. 

The four detained in Beth- 
lehem were identified as 
members of the Damascus- 
based Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine of 
George Habash, a movement 
opposed to the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process, 
the officials said. 

They were arrested over- 
night at their homes in the 
Deheyshe refugee camp out- 
side Bethlehem. 

Shots were fired early 
Tuesday at Israeli soldiers in 
two parts of the Gaza Strip, 
but no one was wounded, the 
army said. ] 

It said unknown attackers ! 
opened fire with automatic 
weapons around dawn at an 
army position outside the i 
Jewish settlement of Kfar j 
Darom in the south of the 
Palestinian-controlled Gaza. 

The Israelis returned fire, 
it said. 

In another incident, shots 
were fired at an Israeli army 
jeep near Rafah, also in the 
southern Gaza area. 

Israel filed a complaint 
over the incidents' with the 

(Continued on page 7) 



Transport Minister Samir Kawar and 'his port a gritniMit that they signed at a ceremony 
Israeli counterpart Yisrael Kessar on Tuesday held at Tiberias (Photo by Yousef Allan) 
exchange copies of the Jordanian-Israeli trans- 


Gore sees Israel-Syria 
breakthrough t his year 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
U.S. Vice-President AI Gore 
said on Tuesday Israel and 
Syria could make peace this 
year. 

“I am convinced that with 
courage, creativity and com- 
mitment we can achieve a 
breakthrough this year,” Mr. 
Gore told reporters after 
meeting Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher secured 
an agreement from Israel and 
Syria during a shuttle mission 
last week to expand their 
peace talks conducted in the 
United States. He said the 
talks were at a critical stage. 

Mr. Gore arrived in Israel 
on Monday for what U.S. 
officials termed a condolence 
call following a November 
assassination of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

He was due to meet later 
on Tuesday with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat. 

Syria said Tuesday that 
peace was still possible with 
Israel before the end of this 
year if the Jewish state would 
only agree to hand back the 
Golan Heights. 

"The peace equation is 


simple and clear: the ex- 
change of peace for land, 
without undermining the 
sovereignty or integrity of 
this land now or in the fu- 
rore,” the newspaper of the 
ruling Baath Party, AI Baaifa, 
said. 

“When Israel promises to 
respect this equation, peace 
will become unavoidable and 
could be reached in record 
time before the end of this 
year.” 

Syria's key demand in its 
on-off peace talks with Israel 
is the return of the Golan 
Heights. 

• Israel, however, wants 
Syria to agree first to a 
"warm" peace with economic 
ties and open borders before 
it commits itself to a total 
pull-out from the Golan. 

A 1 Baath said Israel had 
still not signalled its intention 
to exchange land for peace 
"despite the good intentions 
of Israeli leaders and their 
expressed desire to progress 
in peace talks." 

The newspaper said the 
new talks would provide “a 
good chance to break the 
deadlock” in the peace pro- 
cess. 

The comments marked a 


return to optimism from 
Syria, which had hardened its 
stance against Israel over the 
weekend by accusing its lead- 
ers of negotiating in bad 
faith. 

Mr. Gore on Tuesday also 
renewed his country’s com- 
mitment to the security of 
Israel as it works for peace 
with the Arabs. 

* “My first purpose in com- 
ing was to reaffirm America’s 
iron-clad commitment to 
Israel’s security and well- 
being as' Israel takes risks for 
peace,” he said. 

“This is unshakeable com- 
mitment that will always en- 
dure,” said Mr. Gore. 

“Although time is short, I 
am convinced we can achieve 
a breakthrough this year," he 
told a press conference, re- 
ferring to the Israeli -Syrian 
track of the Middle East* 
peace process. 

“I pledge to you that we 
will do everything we poss- 
ibly can to ensure that this 
comprehensive peace takes 
place.” 

Mr. Gore on Monday paid 
his condolences to Mr. 
Rabin’s widow Leah. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Russian troops struggle to 
free Chechen-held hostages 


OUTSIDE PERVOMAIS- 
KAYA, Russia (AFP) — 
Russian forces struggled to 
free dozens of hostages in the 
Dagestani border village of 
Pervomaiskaya Tuesday as 
heavily armed Chechen re- 
bels holding them captive 
bartled on. 

As night fell over the vil- 
lage blanketed in mist, flames 
shot skywards from blazing 
buildings and automatic 
weapons and cannon fire 
could still be heard. 

Russian special forces were 
battling to flush out the re- 
bels, who were well dug in 
and still putting up fierce 
resistance. 

Helicopter gunships which 
fired rockets at the rebels 
during the day continued 
flying over the village and 
flares lit up the night sky, an 
AFP correspondent at the 
scene reported. 

Russian Interior Ministry 
officials told ITAR-TASS 
news agency that nearly all 
the rebels had been pushed 
back into the centre of the 
village, where they were 
holding the mosque and 
.school and several nearby 
buildings. 

The Russian forces, who 
began a massive assault on 
the rebels Monday, urged the 
separatists to surrender dur- 
ing a brief lull around midday 
Tuesday, but the appeal was 
rejected. 

Artillery, tanks and heli- 
copter gunships bombarded 
■the village from early Mon- 
day after the expiry of a final 
ultimatum to the rebels to 
give up (heir hostages. 

Federal Security Services 


Boat hijacked 

CHECHEN REBELS hi- 
jacked a boat carrying 120 
passengers and 45 crew in 
the Turkish port of Trab- 
zon on Tuesday and 
threatened to kill Russians 
aboard, Turkey's Anato- 
lian news agency said. 

"They said they would 
kill a Russian citizen every 
ten minutes if the captain 
did not come,” Anatolian 
said, adding that the vessel 
was scheduled to travel to 
the Russian port of Sochi. 


(FSB) spokesman Alexander 
Mikhailov said 26 hostages 
had been freed since the 
assault began on the rebels 
led by Salman Raduyev, who 
are fighting for independence 
from Russia. 

The first group of freed 
hostages returned to the 
Dagestani border town of 
Kizlyar Tuesday. Interfax 
news agency reported. They 
included five women and 
three children. 

Earlier military officials 
said two journalists detained 
by Russian forces were also 
being evacuated in Kizlyar, 
which the rebels stormed a 
week ago triggering the hos- 
tage crisis. 

The journalists working for 
the British television com- 
pany WIN were in Pervo- 
maiskaya when the assault 
began. 

The rebels, numbering 
around 150, were holding 
more than 100 hostages in 
Pervomaiskaya before the 


assault, most of them civi- 
lians brought from Kizlyar in 
a bus convoy last Wednes- 
day. . 

Chechen separatists have 
been at war with Russian 
forces since Moscow poured 
troops into Chechenya in De- 
cember 1994 to crush an inde- 
pendence bid led by 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Helicopters regularly, fer- 
ried wounded Russian sol- 
diers Tuesday to a field hosp- 
ital on the edge of Sovets- 1 
koye, a village near Pervo- 
maiksaya. 

Mr. Mikhailov said the 
federal forces' ahn was not 
"to go fast” in the assault on 
the rebels. 

Earlier FSB spokesman 
Alexander Zdanovich told 
ITAR-TASS that the rebels 
had dog deep trenches be- 
tween the houses in Pervo- 
maiskaya and were “moving 
quickly from place to place.” 

Mr. Zdanovich, quoting an 
FSB official at the scene, said 
that 'tthe delay in the special 
forces' advance is due only to 
the effort to preserve the 
lives of as many hostages as 
possible," 'and federal forces 
were mainly attacking the re- 
bels with sniper fire. 

The remaining hostages 
were believed to be herd in 
the mosque and school, 
ITAR-TASS said. 

The FSB said six Russian 
troops had been killed in the 
battle. 

The Russian dead included 
a senior Interior Ministry 
officer. Colonel Andrei Kres- ' 
tyaninov, Interfax reported,. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq said 
ready to 
discuss 
limited 
oil sales 

UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq was -reported 
ready to discuss the Security 
• Council's resolution allowing 
limited oil sales in exchange 
for humanitarian goods, non- 
aligned diplomats said 1 tin 
Tuesday. 

Iraq’s U.N. ambassador. 
Nizer Hamdoun. told non- 
aligned members of the coun- 
cil that Baghdad was "ready 
to initiate negotiations with 
Secretary-General Ghaii" on 
implementing the resolution, 
according to one envoy at the 
meeting. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether Iraq had offi- 
cially notified Dr. Ghaii of its 
plans, but other council 
members said they were una- 
ware of the initiative. 

According to non-aligned 
diplomats, Iraq was prepared 
to enter negotiations without 
preconditions on the coun- 
cil’s Resolution 986. which 
allows $2 billion in oil sales 
over six months to be used 
for humanitarian goods. 

Iraq has been under crip- 
pling sanctions since it in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990 
and needs more to feed its 
people. So far Baghdad has 
turned down the limited oil 
sales deal, saying it violates 
its sovereignty. 

Negotiations several years 
ago on a similar limited oil 
sales deal fell through after 
months of talks. 

Meanwhile Iraq 
announced a wide-ranging 
programme of festivities to 
mark the fifth anniversaiy of 
"the mother of all battles," 
its term for the 1991 Gulf war 
over Kuwait. 

The official press agency 
INA said President Saddam 
Hussein would deliver “a 
comprehensive, national and' 
intellectual speech on 
Wednesday on the 
anniversary of the vicious 30- 
state military aggression 
against Iraq." 

Iraq's youth federation will 
organise a march in which it 
said tens of thousands of Ira- - 
qi youths were to take part. ; 

The procession was to start • 
at 2:30 a.m. on Wednesday' 
.(2330 GMT on Tuesday) 
when the U.S. and allies un- 
leashed their missiles and 
! bombs on Baghdad five years 
, ago to force Iraqi troops out ! 
of Kuwait. 

There will be calls of 
"Allahu Akbar" from mos-~ 
qpe minarets throughout the. 
country and church bells will' 
resound, over Baghdad to 
mark the occasion, newspap-, 
ers said. 

The Ministry of Culture 
and Information has pub- 
lished a glossy booklet of 22 
pages containing program- 
mes by various ministries to 
celebrate the war 
anniversary. 

The programme includes 
seminars, art exhibitions, 
music concerts and poetry 
festivals. 

Several songs have been 
j composed in memory of the 
j fifth anniversary of the 
i "mother of all battles," the 
press said. 

President Saddam Hussein 
has survived most of the key 
world leaders who presided 
over the Golf war five years 
ago, >but he is fighting 
deepening financial troubles - 
caused by the U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

George Bush lost the 1992 
U.S. elections, France’s 
Francois Mitterrand died af- 
ter leaving office. Russia’s 
■Mikhail Gorbachev has left 
the scene and Saudi Arabia's 
ailing King Fahd has handed 
over power to Crown Prince 
'Abdullah. 

British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, who rai- 
.lied to Mr. Bush's call to send 
allied troops to the Gulf, left 
office before the war started 
;early on Jan.17, 1991, but her 
successor John Major re- 
mains in power. 

“The United States bet on 

f Continued on page 7) 



Sr Middle East News 


Iran invites UAE 
to discuss islands 
dispute in Tehran 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati on Tuesday 
invited his counterpart from 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to visit Tehran in a 
bid to settle their dispute 
over three Gulf islands. 

“We are certain we can 
reach a positive result 
through negotiations and we 
will not get involved in a war 
with our neighbours.” Mr. 
Velayati told reporters dur- 
ing a visit to Kuwait. 

“The misunderstanding 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates can only be resolved 
'through bilateral negotiations 
and I invited the (UAE) fore- 
ign minister to travel to 
Tehran to pursue the talks." 
Mr. Velayati said. 

Iran and the UAE both 
claim sovereignty over the 
islands of Abu Mussa, Grea- 
ter Tunb and Lesser Tunb. 
which the Shah of Iran occu- 
pied in 1971 when the UAE 
gained independence. 

Experts from the two coun- 
tries held negotiations in 
Qatar in November but with- 
out results. Iran asked the 
UAE then to move the nego- 
tiations to Tehran. 

The UAE wants to submit 
the dispute to the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice but 
Iran refuses and says it will 
never abandon sovereignty 
over the islands at the entr- 
ance to the Gulf. 

Iran-Kuwait ties have 
“strengthened in the last two 
years” and are “constantly 
improving,*' Mr. Velayati 
said after meeting the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Al 
Sabah . Crown Prince Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah and Fore-, 
ign Minister Sabah Al' 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

“The strengthening of ties 
between Iran and Kuwait will 
undoubtedly have a positive 
influence on relations 
throughout the Gulf region," 


Mr. Velayati said. 

Ties between Iran and 
Kuwait deteriorated during 
the Iran-Iraq war from 1980 
to 1988, when Kuwait took 
Iraq’s side and accused 
Tehran of trying to assassin- 
ate its emir in 1985. 

But they improved again 
after Iraq’s August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, when Iran 
took a neutral stance. 

Mr. Velayati. who arrived 
here on Monday on his third 
visit to Kuwait since the 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis, returned to 
Iran later. Tuesday. 

Mr. Velayati also said 
Tehran “in no way interfer- 
red in Bahrain's internal 
affairs" despite veiled accusa- 
tions from Manama that it 
backs Shiite Muslims who 
have staged violent protests. 

At least 13 people died in a 
wave of violence between 
December 1994 and April 
1995. 

“We hope that the 
Bahraini government and the 
people resolve their problems 
through negotiations in a way 
that satisfies both parties,” 
he said. 

Iran's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Abbas Maleki is ex- 
pected in Bahrain on 
Wednesday to discuss rela- 
tions with the two countries 
since the troubles erupted 
more rhan a year ago. 

Mr. Maleki. who is the 
head of the ministry's depart- 
ment of research and studies, 
is to attend an international 
conference on energy to be 
held on Thursday and Friday 
in Manama. Iran News said. 

He is also slated to hold 
talks with Bahraini senior 
officials on “various bilateral 
and regional subjects,” it 
said. 

Bahraini Defence Minister 
Khalifa Ben Ahmad Al Kha- 
lifa charged in November 
that Iran was the main threat 
to Gulf -Arab states. 


Saudi dissident lodges 
appeal against expulsion 


LONDON (R) — A Saudi 
dissident ordered out of Bri- 
tain to protea trade deals 
with Riyadh has appealed 
against his deportation order 
and the case should be heard 
within two weeks, British 
officials said on Tuesday. 

Home Office (interior 
ministry) officials said 
Mohammad Masari, who has 
waged a publicity campaign 
against the Saudi royal family 
since entering Britain last 
year, had lodged appeal pap- 
ers contesting the decision 
earlier this month to expel 
him to the Caribbean island 
of Dominica. 

The government has 
admitted that it decided to 
expel Masari after Saudi Ara- 
bia made clear it could pull 
out of weapons contracts with 
Britain unless he was re- 
moved. 

Mr. Masari has accused the 


Saudi royal family of comip- 
sful 


tion and calling for a peacef 
transition to striaer Islamic 
role. 

He had been ordered to 
report to Gatwick Airport 
Jan. 19. The decision to expel 
him enraged human rights 
groups and opposition parties 
who accused the government 
of putting commercial in- 
terests above the rights of 
free speech. 

But Prime Minister John 
Major said Mr. Masari had 
“used his hospitality in this 
country to wage a campaign 


to try to bring down the Saudi 
Arabian regime.” 

The Home Office said Mr. 
Masari's case would be held 
in public before an indepen- 
dent adjudicator at an im- 
migration appeals hearing be- 
fore the end of January. 

But a final decision could 
take months if appeals are 
allowed to higher courts. 

“It could go all the way up 
to the House of Lords. Some 
cases do,” a Home Office 
official said. The House of 
Lords is Britain's unelected 
upper house of parliament 
and also acts as the country's 
highest court. 

Meanwhile, supporters of 
Mr. Masari said they were 
planning to apply for a televi- 
sion licence in Britain to 
broadcast programmes into 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Campaign for the De- 
fence of Legitimate Rights, 
which was founded by Mr. 
Masari, had no details of the 
kinds of programme it hoped 
to beam into Saudi Arabia 
via satellite. 

But Britain's Independent 
Television Commission, 
which must approve licence 
requests, said any program- 
mes would have to conform 
to British codes of practice. 

“Any news or current 
affairs programmes would 
have to be impartial. They 
cannot be used for propagan- 
da," a spokesman told Reu- 
ters. 


Turkey 
wants U.S. 
explanation 
of position 
on Kurds 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
has asked the United States 
to explain its official position 
on the Kurdish problem fol- 
lowing a “60 Minutes” broad- 
cast in which two U.S. admi- 
nistration officials severely 
criticised Ankara’s Kurdish 
policy, a foreign ministry offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 


“The deputy chief of mis- 
at the U.S. 


sion at the U.S. embassy in 
Ankara (Frank Ricci ardone) 
has been summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry and asked 
to bring an explanation into 
the situation,' 1 Foreign 
Ministry Under-secretary 
Ontnr Oymen told a news 
conference here. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Human Rights John 
Shattuck and U.S. Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs John 
Komblum appeared on the 
U.S. television network 
CBS’s “60 Minutes” prog- 
ramme on Sunday. 

Mr. Shattuck charged in 
the programme that the Tur- 
kish government had mur- 
dered civilians, and Mr. 
Kornblum likened Turkey 
with Iraq. 

Presenter Ed Bradley 
asked Mr. Shattuck, “Does 
the Turkish government mur- 
der civilians?” The U.S. offi- 
cial replied, “Right. People 
are caught tragical iy in the 
middle of this (the struggle 
between the government and 
Kurdish rebels).” 

And Mr. Komblum, when 
asked “How does the des- 
truction of Kurdish villages in 
Turkey differ from the des- 
truction of Kurdish villages 
across the border in Iraq by 
Saddam Hussein?” replied: 
“If you are in the village, 
there is no difference what- 
soever." 

Mr. Oymen said the “offi- 
cial U.S. stance” was either 
the one "traditionally 
known” or a stance reflected 
by the remarks of Mr. Shat- 
tuck and Mr. Komblum on 
“60 Minutes.” 

“We’d- like- to know- if 
-there’s a change in the tradi- 
tional U.S. approach or not,” 
Mr. Oymen said. 

In the past, Washington 
has supported Turkey’s right 
to defend its territorial in- 
tegrity against the separatist 
Kurdish insurgency launched 
12 years ago. However, the 
U.S. administration has also 
urged Ankara to settle the 
Kurdish question through 
political rather than military 
means. 

More than 20,000 people 
have been (tilled in southeast- 
ern Turkey since 1984 when 
the outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) launched its 
armed campaign for a home- 
land in the region. 

The summoning of a U.S. 
diplomat to the Turkish Fore- 
ign Ministry is a rare event in 
the traditionally dose rela- 
tions between the two NATO 
allies. 

Mr. Oymen also said Tur- 
key would take legal action- 
against CBS for broadcasting 
the programme, “which was 
apparently aimed at defam- 
ing Turkey and its army.” 

He complained that several 
other Western media orga- 
nisations had also recently 
published “unfounded stories 
aimed at hurting Turkey’s 
prestige.” 

Turkey said Monday that it 
would sue the British -owned 
weekly The European for 
publishing pictures, which it 
said were fake, showing men 
in Turkish army uniforms 
holding the severed beads 
allegedly of Kurdish rebels. 


Disillusioned Palestinians hesitate tovot? 


By Wafa Amr 

Reuters 


FAWWAR REFUGEE 
CAMP. West Bank — No- 
thing about the Palestinian 
election campaign could in- 
terest five men in Fawwar 
Camp who killed time play- 
ing cards. 

“Elections? Why should 
we care about elections?” 
asked one of them, Ahmad 
Anati, 67, who was angered 
by the interruption. 

The air smelled of sewage 
flowing in the mnddy 
streets of the squalid West 
Bank camp of concrete 
houses with metal roofs. 

“Elections are good for 
those who benefit from it, 
not for us refugees,” be 
said. 

The Jan. 20 elections will 
be the first since Israel’s 
handover to Palestinian 
self-rule of the Gaza Strip 
and parts of the West Bank 
under peace deals with die 
FLO starting with a break- 
through accord in 1993. 

Nearly 700 candidates are 
standing for 88 seats on the 
Palestinian council. But 
many residents of the re- 
fugee camps in self-rule 
areas are sceptical about 
elections they believe will 
do little to improve then- 
lives. 

“Nobody cares about ns 
or onr problems/* Mr. 
Anati said. “Since 1948 we 
have been abandoned, so 
why should we be in- 
terested in their’ elections 
now?” 

Mr. Anati is one of 5,000 
Palestinians in Fawwar Re- 
fugee Camp who fled their 
villages and towns in what is 
now Israel during the 1948 
Arab-Israeli war. He hopes 
one day to return. 

“I believe out of 100 re- 
fugees, only five would 
actually go to the ballot 
boxes,” Mr. Anati said. 

Some residents of the 28 
refugee camps in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip accuse 
PLO head Yasser Arafat of 
abandoning them when, 
under terms of the peace 
deal, be agreed to postpone 
negotiations on the issue of 
refugees until final-status 
talks with Israel begin in 
May 1996. 

Many had hoped the 
peace deal, would give them 
freedom of movement and 
improve living conditions. 

“We were happy . We 
built hopes when Arafat 
signed the peace treaty be- 
cause we knew be gave up 
1948 Palestinian lands, oar 
lands, to Israel, in return 
for peace,” said Youness 
Issa, 70. "We thought 
peace meant Israeli soldiers 
would leave us alone. 

“Look at ns. imprisoned 
in this camp. If we try to 
leave, we are prevented by 



A Palestinian street vendor dishes oat fast-food Tuesday as people pass by a bank which is covered in posters prjJ, 
(noting various Palestinians candidates standing for elections In the national elections to be held Jan. 20 (Rente ? 
photo) 


Operating instructions for the elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A million Palesti- . 
mans go to the polls Saturday to elect a president and 
88-member self-rule council in the first general elections 
ever held in the Palestinian territories. 

Here are details of the voting procedures: 

— According to the Central Election Commission, 
1,013,235 Palestinians aged 18 or over have registered to 
vote in the election in the Gaza Strip, West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. Forty-nine per cent of the registered voters are 
women. 

— Election to the Palestinian Council is by a first-past- 
the-post majority system. A total of 672 candidates, 
including 28 women, are running in 16 districts for the 88 
seats on the council. 

Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, 67, and Samiha Khalil, a 72-year-old grand- 
mother and leftwmg activist, are the only candidates for the 
post of executive president. 

— Most candidates' are running as independents, 
although many of these are considered dose to Mr. 
Arafat's Fateh movement. Other independents are aligned 
with the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), the main 
Palestinian opposition group which is officially boycotting 
the polls. 

The main parties presenting candidates indude Fateh 
and several affiliated groupings, the Palestinian People's 


tiator. 

— Six seats are reserved for Christians — two in 
Jerusalem, two in Bethlehem and one each in Ramaflah ; 
and Gaza City — and one seat is set aside in Nablus for the ’* 
Samaritan minority. 

— Voting begins at 7:00 a.m. (0500 GMT) on Saturday ' 
in 1,700 polling stations and closes at 7:00 p.m. (1700' ' 
GMT). Voters will place a red ballot paper in a red box to 
choose the president and a white ballot paper in a white 
box to select council members. 

In Israeli-annexed East Jerusalem, only 5.000 of the 
49.000 voters registered by the election commission will be 
permitted to vote within the dty limits, with the rest voting 
at polling stations in the Palestinian territories. Voting in 
the dty wfl] take place in five post offices and all ballot 
papers will be taken to West Bank election headquarters in 
Ram all ah for counting. 

— Other ballots will be counted by hand in each poffing 
station with election workers to tally the presidential vote 
first. Initial presidential results are expected around 10:30 
a.m. (2030 GMT), according to election commission 
officials. 

Results from smaller constituencies like Jericho on the 
West Bank are expected to begin coming in around 2:00 
and initial results from most areas are expected . 


a.m. 


Party (formerly Communist Party), the Fida party led by 
ritv Information Minister Y as- 


outgoing Palestinian Authority 
ser Abed Rabbo, and the National Democratic Coalition of 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, the former chief PLO peace nego- 


around dawn. Full results are due to be announced later 
Sunday. 

— About 1.000 international observers win monitor the 
poll under the coordination of the largest delegation, from 
the European Union. 


Israeli army checkpoints 
stationed at the camp entr- 
ance,” he said and returned 
to his game. 

Camp residents in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
said few candidates spoke 
to them of peace and its 
benefits. Candidates spoke 
instead of the final-status 
talks, with special emphasis 
on the right of return. 

Marwan Kanafani, for- 
mer spokesman for PLO 
head Yasser Arafat and a 


candidate in Gaza, is a re- 
fugee from Jaffa in Israel 
near Tel Aviv. He aims bis 
campaign at 60,000 re- 
fugees from Jaffa. 

“Issues concerning daily 
life and improvement of liv- 
ing and economic condi- 
tions take precedence over 
national political issues 
among refugees in the Gaza 
Strip,” Mr. Kanafani said. 

“I wouldn’t say refugees 
are disillusioned but they 
are disappointed with the 


PLO- Israel accord and thus 
they are concentrating on 
issues that will enable them 
to send their kids to school, 
to feed their families, to 
find jobs, to have health 
care,” he told Reuters. 

Since 1948, the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) has 
been providing Palestinian- 
refugees in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan with shelter — 
first tents and later two 


Concrete rooms with and' 
al roof — along with healt 
services and food coupon: 
UNRWA’s services to re 
fiigees have been drasticaD 
reduced and in some area 
■halted for lack of money 
‘Ten of us live in tw 

rooms. Rain drips on i 
from the roof and as I ste 
out of the bouse I walk rigi 
into the sewage canal pa 
sing in front of our booses, 
said a 54-year-old blin 
man in Dbeisheh camp. 


Candidate in wheelchair seeks place on council 


i.^rpi « . *•* 

‘Lidil 


NABLUS (AFP) — Tread 
Labadeh. crippled by an 
Israeli bullet during the in- 
tifada. wheeled his way' 
through the streets of the 
West Bank’s largest city- 
Tuesday rallying support 
for his candidacy to the 
Palestinain self-rule 
council. 

“The message is we are 
not disabled, we can do 
everything in terms of 
building our future in our 
community." said Mr. 
Labadeh, 33. as he waved a 
Palestinian flag at the head 
of a march of about 200 
people, including eight 
others in wheelchairs. 

“The bullets that hand- 


icapped me will not prevent 
me from reaching the coun- 
cil,” read a banner bran- 
dished by his supporters. 

Mr. Labadeh is running 
as an independent in Satur- 
day’s elections, with the en- 
dorsement of the General 
Union for the Palestinian 
Disabled. 

He campaigns for about 
10 hours a day in villages 
and refugee camps around 
Nablus, where he helps 
direa a sports club and 
plays basketball and table 
tennis from his wheelchair. 

Mr . Labadeh was 
wounded in the back by a 
bullet fired by an Israeli 
soldier in July 1993 during 


a demonstration in Nablus 
just two months before. 
Israel and Yasser Arafat's 
PLO signed a blueprint for 
Palestinian self-rule which 
led to the end of the intifa- 
da, or uprising, launched in 
1987. 


physical or mental hand- 
icaps or blindness. 

Mr. Labadeh is con- 
vinced the uprising could 
mark the beginning of a 
shift away from traditional- 
ly negative views of the 
disabled. 


work are aH challenges!^ 1 •-,> ' ’ 

ing the disabled, he said-Jl ( ] ' ) 1 Pj ^ 


“At the time 1 was para- 
lysed completely, but I 
have a strong spirit," he 
said. 


About 12,000 Palesti- 
nians were physically dis- 
abled during the seven-year 


uprising, according to un- 
ion official Omayma Abu 


“Arab society views the 
handicapped negatively, 
focusing on his disability 
and not his ability. The 
wounded of the intifada, 
who were disabled in the 
struggle for national rights, 
are causing a more positive 
view." he said. 


Mr. Labadeh refrains 
from criticising the Palest 
nian Authority's stan 
saying: “It depends on th 
disabled themselves, if the 
reaa positively and pus 
for their rights or not." \ 

While backing the enti 
of the Palestinian Audio 
ity to the West Bank, M 
Labadeh took issue with 
for not gaining concessioi 
from Israel on Jerusalem. ■ 
return of refugees an 
statehood. 


Shusha. In all. he said, 
more than 85,000 people in 
the territories suffer from 


Basic rehabilitation, 
health care, the right to 
education, and the right to 


“This is a small part 1 
the Palestinian dream, i* 
its realisation." he said. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

- A depression will affect the 
Kingdom today. Temperatures will 
drop significantly with rain failing 
over aH regions, and skies becom- 
ing cloudy. Snow is ex p ected to faU 
over Shaiah and Ajloun and winds 
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showers. Winds will be southerly 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday plants a tree at the Martyr’s Monu- 
ment duringthe Armed Forces celebrations of 
Arbor Day (Photo by Yousef ’Allan) 

Prince Hassan, Princess 
Sarvath attend army 
Arbor Day celebrations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath Tuesday 
attended the Jordanian 
Armed Forces celebra- 
tions of Arbor Day at the 
Marpr's Monument. 

Prince Hassan and 

Princess Sarvath, who 
re turned to Amman from a 
trip to Europe late Mon- 
day evening, were accom- 
panied by Minister of 
Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif and Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi as well 
as senior army officers 
and officials. Prinee.Has- 
san. Princess Sarvath and 
other officials planted 
trees at the site, which is 
undergoing renovation by 
the armed forces . 

The renovation project, 
which is being unctettaken 
upon directives of Prince 
Hassan, consists of three 
stages. But only the first 
has been competed, said 
Major Genera] Moham- 
mad Hweyyan, acting 
chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff. 

Maj Gen Hweyyan said 
that the first stage entailed 


renovation work at the 
area around the tree of 
life, where the names of 
the army martyrs are 
inscribed on a black gran- 
ite board. 

He said .that the second 
and third stages will entail 
building of external gar- 
dens and reorganising the 
interior of the monument, 
which displays items and 
photographs depicting the 
development of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces 
since the founding of the 
Kingdom. 

Noting that die renova- 
tion project is undertaken 
by the armed forces, Maj 
Gen. Hweyyan voiced 
appreciation for Jordanian 
organisations which 
extended assistance 
towards the implementa- 
tion of the project. He said 
that the armed forces will 
pursue its contributions 
towards the effort to 
green the Kingdom, 

Relatives of the army 
martyrs attended the cele- 
brations. 

! i 


RSS, German ITF to 
conduct joint studies 


AMMAN (J.T) -r- The 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and ITF lntenraffic 
Germany, a subsidiary of 
the Daimler Benz Group, 
Tuesday signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
on conducting studies 
aimed at the creation and 
generation of transportation 
master plans in Jordan and 
other countries in the 
region, within a compre- 
hensive framework that 
includes the subsectors of 
land (highways, railways), 
sea (ports, harbours), and 
air (airports ). 

Under the agreement, the 
RSS will cooperate with 
the ITF Intertraffic in con- 
ducting studies dealing 
with transport management 
in urban areas as well as 


carrying out pre-feasibility 
and feasibility studies of 
proposed solutions to pre- 
sent and envisaged trans- 
portation problems. 

The signatories also 
agreed to exchange infor- 
mation in the field of trans- 
portation. Furthermore, ITF 
will provide technical sup- 
port and training to RSS 
cadres. 

The agreement, valid for 
four years, was signed by 
Gred Bahm, member of the 
ITF lntenraffic board of 
management, and RSS Vice 
President Said Alloush. 

Mercedes-Benz, 

Deutsche Aerospace, 
Debis. ITF Intertraffic are 
subsidiaries of the Daimler 
Benz Group of Germany. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tax revenue for 1 995 reached JD 155m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Income Tax Department (1TD) 
last year collected JD 155 million in revenues from taxpay- 
ers, according to an announcement by department Direc- 
tor General Mansour Haddadin. 

RJ reports growth in operations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ) last year trans- 
ported 1,281,056 passengers, registering an increase of 5.1 
per cent over the number of passengers transported in 
1994. An RJ statement said that the airline also last year 
carried 66.893 tonnes of cargo in and out of Jordan, regis- 
tering 23.2 per cent increase over 1994 ‘s figures. The state- 
ment noted that the main increases resulted from opera- 
tions to Canada, the USA and the Gulf region. 


Queen Noor announces 5 scholarships for 
Jordanian students to United World Colleges 


By Alia Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday 
announced that five schol- 
arships to the United World 
Colleges (UWC) will be 
available to Jordanian stu- 
dents during the next acad- 
emic year. 

At a press conference at 
A1 Ma'wa Palace. Queen 
Noor also announced the 
formation of the new Jor- 
danian National Committee 
of the UWC. which will be 
Chaired by Moh ammad 
Maqusi, vice president of 
academic affairs at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Queen Noor, who became 
president of the UWC in 
November last year, said 
the scholarships allocated 
to Jordanian students are in 
UWC colleges in Italy, the 
U.S.. Canada, and Norway. 
The college in Norway, she 
said, will also pay for trav- 
el costs and personal 
expenses. A half scholar- 
ship will also be offered in 


Wales, said the Queen, 
adding that funds raised 
locally will cover the 
remaining cost of study. 

A seat has also been 
reserved for a Jordanian 
student at the Waterford 
Kamhlaba UWC of South- 
ern Africa. But the student 
will have to cover the cost 
of his/her study there due 
to the unavailability of 
funds, said Mr. David Sut- 
cliffe, executive director of 
the UWC. 

Her Majesty said that eli- 
gible candidates for the 
scholarship should be 
“bright, motivated (and) 
must have a good command 
of English.” They should 
basically be “exceptional 
students with strong marks 
and (have) an interest in 
learning about other cul- 
tures,” said the Queen, 
adding that the National 
Committee is looking “for 
young Jordanians that -can 
be ambassadors of this 
country." 

Her Majesty also stressed 
the need to find students 


from different sectors of 
society who are representa- 
tive of the entire Kingdom. 

Mr. Mark Hoffman, chair- 
man of the UWC, said dur- 
ing the conference that 
most of the students who 
attend UWC return to their 
countries with “a sense of 
world community ” 

The UWC Jordanian 
National Committee was 
initially founded by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath in 1984. The new 
committee, which select the 
successful candidates for 
the scholarships, is an 
extension of the older one. 
Queen Noor said. 

The selection process is 
based on an interview and 
written examinations in 
English and Arabic, history, 
science and mathematics. 
Eligible candidates must 
also be in the 10th or 11th 
grade. 

The UWC, which will 
hold its next regional con- 
ference in Jordan in April, 
is an international educa- 
tional programme for stu- 


dents between the ages of 
36 and 19. The study pro- 
gramme includes the Inter- 
national Baccalaureate, 
with the exception of the 
Simon Bolivar College in 
Venezuela, which offers a 
3-year diploma course in 
farm management and rural 
development. Waterford 
Kamhlabe of Southern 
Africa is the only UWC that 
offers a full high school 
education for students aged 
11-19 years. 

Since 1984, forty-five 
students from Jordan have 
been sent on scholarships to 
colleges in the UWC pro- 
gramme. 

The UWC consists of 
nine colleges set up in the 
U.K.. Hong Kong, Norway, 
Venezuela, Canada, Singa- 
pore. Italy, the U.S., and 
Swaziland. 

Asked about the likeli- 
hood of establishing a col- 
lege in Jordan, Queen Noor 
said that “it is time to have 
a facility in the Middle 
East,” adding that many 
people think Jordan would 



be the ideal country to host 
the college. She added that 
the idea is under considera- 
tion. 

About 3,200 students 
from more than 100 coun- 
tries are currently enrolled 
at the UWC. 


The deadline for applying 
for the scholarships is the 
end of April. Interested stu- 
dents must contact the Min- 
istry of Education or the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation for an applica- 
tion form. 


Swiss grant to finance 
Jordan Valley hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Swiss government will 
grant Jordan JD 1 million to 
convert the M’addi Health 
Centre in the Jordan Valley 
into a 30-bed hospital with 
the capability for expansion 
to 100 beds, according to an 
agreement signed Monday . 

The grant will be 
released in four parts: JD 

150.000, JD 200. 000, JD 

200.000, JD 200,00 and JD 

250.000, which will 
finance the construction of 
the building and the supply 
of non-medical equipment 

The Ministry of Health 
will provide JD 1.5 million 
for the purchase and instal- 
lation of medical equip- 


ment and furniture, and will 
cover operation and main- 
tenance services, according 
to the agreement signed by 
Swiss Ambassador Gian 
Federico Pedotti and Min- 
ister of ■ Health Aref 
Bataineh. 

Dr. Bataineh said work on 
the project will take 24 
months to complete, adding 
that the hospital is badly 
needed to provide medical 
care to a large sector of the 
Jordan Valley population. 
He said the ministry has 
prepared the designs for the 
planned hospital and that 
related tenders will be 
awarded to construction 
firihs on Jan 23. 


NRA, U.S. firms to 
follow up talks on 
oil deal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Repre- 
sentatives of the American 
oil company Anadarko are 
expected in Jordan next 
week for follow-up talks 
with the National 
Resources Authority 
(NRA) on oil and gas pro- 
duction sharing agreement. 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Minister Samih 
Darwazeh announced Mon- 
day. 

The Jordan News Agency 
Petra quoted the minister as 
saying that representatives 
of the U S Transglobal Oil 
firm and Malaysian 
Petronas oil company will 
be arriving next week in 
order to resume negotia- 
tions with the NRA offi- 
cials over their oil and gas 
prospecting in the King- 
dom. 

Darwazeh said that these 
companies have analysed 
geological and geophysical 
information supplied to 
them by the NRA, which 
had conducted wide rang- 
ing surveys in search for oil 
and gas, mainly at the 
Sarhan and the Dead Sea 
Districts . 

The minister had earlier 
said that he expected U.S. 
oil firms to sign oil and gas 


concessions and joint ven- 
tures covering nearly half 
of the country. 

According to the minister, 
Transglobal has signed a 
letter of intent to chill for 
oil in the Dead Sea area 
while Anadarko was nego- 
tiating for a connection in 
the northeast . 

He said that the National 
Oil Company, formed last 
year, will confine its 
exploration for oil and gas 
to the Risheh district near 
the border with Iraq . 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral 
resources Monday 

announced a one-year ten- 
der for trucking crude oil 
from Iraq to Jordan starting 
April 1, 1996 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Ahmad Bashir said that 
the ministry will receive 
bids for the tender from 
now and until Feb 7. 

Jordan and Iraq last 
December concluded a deal 
under which Iraq will sup- 
ply 4.4 milli on tonnes of oil 
to Jordan in 1996 The quan- 
tity of crude oil will be 3.2 
million tonnes while oil 
products will be 1.2 million 
tonnes, according to Mr. 
Darwazeh. 



CONCERT 

* “Echoes of Arab Music" (involving oud and jawza) on 
Thursday at Kan Zaman at 8:00 pjn. 

LECTURE 

* ‘The Development of pre-lslamic Literature” (in Arabic) 
by Harith Taha AI Rawi at Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.ra. 

EXHffimONS 

* Contemporary and Traditional Jewellery at the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre, Shmeisani (Tel. 699141). 

* Water colours by Salam Kanaan at Riwaq Al Balqa 
Gallery, Fuheis (until Jan. 20). 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Hareth Muthanna entitled 
“Women and Horses" at the Royal Cultural Centre (until Jan. 
18).* Water colours by several German artists at 31). 


Hepatitis cases significantly reduced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Health’s Child 
Immuni sation Programme, 
which started last July, has 
significantly brought down 
the numbers of hepatitis 
cases in the country, Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh 
said Tuesday. t 

Dr. Bataineh said that 
cases of hepatitis, a viral 
disease, dropped last year 
to 555, down from 1.556 in 
1994 and 1518 in 1993. The 
minister's statement came 
in response to earlier 
reports on the spread of the 
disease in Jordan. 

The drop, he said, is the 
result of preventive mea- 


sures taken by the ministry 
as well as public awareness 
campaigns on ways to 
avoid infection. 

According to the minister, 
die campaign targeted 
infants, as they are most 
susceptible to contracting 
the disease. 

He added that Jordan is 
one of the few countries in 
the Middle East to intro- 
duce such an immuni sation 
programme. 

The treatment for hepati- 
tis usually lasts one to two 
weeks, and in most cases 
the patient totally recovers. 
In very few. cases, Dl 
B ataineh said, the disease 


could be fatal. 

Like iyphoid,cbolera and 
diarrhoea , hepatitis can be 
avoided through proper 
hygiene and avoiding cont- 
aminated foods and bever- 
ages. 

Referring to hepatitis B, 
the minister said it is trans- 
mitted through blood trans- 
fusion. contaminated 
syringes or sexual inter- 
course. 

He warned that children 
infected with the disease 
.should be treated immedi- 
ately because otherwise 
they could risk becoming 
lifelong carriers, of the 
virus. 



Aref Bataineh 


Dr. Bataineh said the min - 
istry has allocated JD 1 mil- 
lion annually to fight off the 
disease. 
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UP TO 25 KGS. 


If you want to airfreight goods 
’ up to 25kg door-to-door to 
selected Middle East/Near East 
countries & the UK for JD 140, 
India/Europe/ Singapore/US/ 
Hong Kong/Phillipines for JD 170 
or anywhere else for JD 195, all 
you have to do is put them in a 
DHL Jumbo Box and phone DHL 
in Amm an on 8 1 835 1 . We' 11 pick 
it up, organise customs clearance 
and express deliver it. 



DHL Jumbo Box, it’s airfreight made easy! 



WORLDWIDE EXPRESS* 

Telephone 818351 




4 World News 


Colombo proposes 
devolution to end 
ethnic war with Tamils 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
'Lanka released its official 
devolution proposals for 
minority Tamils Tuesday 
calling for an “indissoluble 
union of regions”, with each 
1 exercising wide-ranging 
legislative and executive 
powers. 

The proposals, to be put 
before a parliamentary 
select committee on consti- 
tutional reforms, is key to 
the government’s plan to 
end a 12-year war with 
Tamil separatists who are 
seeking a homeland in the 
north and east 

The package proposes 
changing Sri Lanka from a 
“unitary state” to a Simon 
of regions” offering wide 
powers to Tamils, who 
make up 17 per cent of Sri 
Lanka’s population. 

The proposals drew a 
mixed response when they 
were unofficially released 
in August 1995. 

The right-wing of the 
majority Sinhalese commu- 
nity criticised the plan for 
rewarding terrorism and for 
giving far too much to the 
Tamils. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) have shunned all 
invitations to view the pack- 
age. Moderate Tamil politi- 
cal' groups have accepted 
the proposals but have 
warned the government not 
to water them down in reac- 
tion to Sinhalese demands. 

The package is to be part 
of a new constitution which 
will also see the abolition of 


the executive presidency, 
electoral reforms and guar- 
antees of fundamental 
rights. 

Tuesday’s proposals 
remained largely unchanged 
from the original of rive 
months ago, except for the 
addition of powers to the 
centre to dissolve a regional 
council in an emergency. 

They vest in the president 
the power to dissolve a 
regional council and 
assume the functions of the 
council if the “president is 
satisfied that a situation has 
arisen in which the regional 
administration is promoting 
armed rebellion or insurrec- 
tion or engaging in an inten- 
tional violation of the con- 
stitution”. 

The original proposals 
vested this power in the 
council governors. 

Analysts see die change as 
a move by the government 
to pacify Sinhalese hardlin- 
ers in a bid to win over their 
support for the proposals. 

“This amendment came 
about because of agitation 
from the Sinhalese hardlin- 
ers,” one analyst said. 
“Particularly the Buddhist 
clergy thought the centre 
was giving u nlimi ted power 
to the regions”. 

Most Sinhalese are 
Buddhists and most Tamils 
are Hindu. 

The government earlier 
this month said it would 
hold fresh polls in March 
for two opposition- run 
provincial councils it dis- 
solved the previous day. It 


will be the first test of pop- 
ularity for President 
Cbandrika Kumaratunga’s 
government since winning 
power in 1994. 

A copy of the package 
showed the regional and 
reserved lists of responsibil- 
ities remained essentially 
the same, with national 
security, foreign affairs, 
immigration and major 
ports staying under 
Colombo’s control. 

“There are no for reaching 
changes” from the original 
proposals, said Dhara 
Wijayathilake, secretary to 
the Ministry of Justice and 
Constitutional Affairs. 

She said the ministry 
would explain the proposals 
in detail next week. 

The new document has to 
pass the select committee 
by a simple majority before 
approval by a two-thirds 
majority in parliament. 
Then it goes to a referen- 
dum. 

President Kumaratunga 
has stressed that her govern- 
ment's intention has been to 
weaken ilw LITE guerrillas 
militarily to prod them buck 
to the negotiating table. 

Last month the govern- 
ment dealt a major blow to 
the guerrillas when the 
army captured their north- 
ern Jaffna stronghold after a 
seven-week-long battle. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have died in the war, the 
focus of which has now 
switched to the east. 


China, Japan hold security talks 


BEUING (AFP) — China and Japan 
wrapped up senior level talks on Asia- 
Pacific security here Tuesday, with both 
countries voicing concern over the other’s 
military expansion and opposing views on 
the U.S. military presence in the region. 

The talks began Monday and were 
presided over by senior officials from the 
Chinese and Japanese foreign and defence 
ministries. 

“The Chinese side said they were con- 
cerned with Japan's military expansion and 
stressed that Tokyo should strictly adhere to 
its policy of self defence and not allow its 
military growth to reach unnecessary lim- 
its,” a Japanese embassy source said. 

‘Tor our part, we made it clear that if 
China does nofwant its military modernisa- 
tion programme to be seen as a threat, it 
should increase transparency and deepen 
dialogue with its neighbours,” the source 
said. 

According to the International Institute of 
Strategic Studies, China’s actual defence . 
spending is at least four times greater than 
the official 1995 figure of 63 billion yuan 
($7.5 billion ), with most of it hidden in a 
fog of double talk and creative accountancy. 

While welcoming China’s publication in 
November of an unprecedented white paper 
on arms control, the Japanese side also 
requested that China “reconsider” its 
nuclear testing programme. 

Tokyo bas been one of the severest critics 
of Beijing's underground nuclear tests, 
repeatedly threatening to cut government 
loans in protest 

The embassy source said both sides 
agreed that the general security situation in 
the Asia-Pacific region was stable, although 


the Japanese officials pointed to potential 
flashpoints, such as the Korean peninsula. 

“We also stressed the importance of a 
U.S. presence in the region, as well as good 
cooperation with China, to maintaining 
regional peace and stability.” 

The Chinese accepted the historical rea- 
sons for the U.S. military presence, but 
added that they remained opposed to it “in 
principle,” the source said. 

The talks were presided over by the 
director general of the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry’s Asian Affairs Bureau, Wang Yi, 
deputy director of the Defence Ministry's 
Foreign Affairs Bureau, Zhao Maohai, and 
their respective Japanese counterparts 
Ryozo Kato and Masahiro Akiyama. 

Following their talks Monday, Mr. Kato 
and Mr. Akiyama held further discussions 
the next day with Vice Foreign Minister 
Tang Jiaxuan and Deputy Chief of General 
Staff Xiong Guangkai. 

The twoKlay talks were the third in a 
series of annual meetings agreed upon 
between die two governments to increase 
mutual trust and understanding. 

During both sets of the talks, the Chinese 
officials voiced particular anger over 
attempts by Western countries to resurrect 
the cold war-concept of the “China threat,” 
saying such a theory had “no basis in reali- 
ty.” 

“Unless attacked, we don’t attack,” the 
embassy source quoted one Chinese official 
as saying. 

On bilateral issues, the Chinese delega- 
tion asked that Tokyo speed up operations 
aimed at clearing away thousands of chem- 
ical weapons left here by Japanese invaders 
after World War n. 


China plans to cut army by 500,000 


BEUING (R) — China is 
proposing to cut 500.000 
troops from its armed 
forces, the largest in the 
world, to focus more funds 
on economic development 
now that tbe cold war is 
over, sources with military 
links said Tuesday. 

Tbe plan to trim the three- 
mill ion-strong military 
needs the approval of Jiang 
Zemin, chairman of the 
Central Military 

Commission and 

Communist Party chief, 
said one Chinese source. 

The People’s Liberation 
Army faced a proposal to 
cut its strength by 500,000 
to 2.5 million, but no 
timetable had been agreed, 
a Western diplomat said. 

How the cuts would be 
distributed among army, 
navy and air force was also 
not known. 

“The international situa- 
tion has changed— Our rela- 
tions with Russia are good,” 
the Chinese source said. 

Relations between China 
and Russia, former 
Communist enemies who 
almost went to war during 
border clashes in 1969, 
have wanned since foen- 


Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s breakthrough 
visit to China in 1989. 
Economic links have grown 
steadily. 

China has also normalised 
ties with another neighbour, 
Vietnam, and Hanoi's 
Communist Party chief Do 
Muoi visited last December. 
The two countries fought a 
brief war in 1979. 

The Chinese source said 
the planned cut would allow 
China to focus on economic 
development instead of a 
costly military build-up. 

The streamlining would 
run in tandem with the mili- 
tary reducing its involve- 
ment in running business 
enterprises, tbe Western 
diplomat said. 

In exchange, the govern- 
ment would support their 
budget requests, enabling 
tbe armed forces to boost 
combat effectiveness. 

Tbe military bas been 
accused in recent years of 
joining China’s rush to get 
rich by directing much of its 
energies into developing 
businesses instead of train- 
ing. 

China slashed its People’s 
Liberation Army by nearly 


25 per cent in the late 1980s 
— to 3.199 million in 1990 
from 4.238 million in 1987. 

Beijing has slammed the 
West for portraying it as a 
military threat to the world. 

China has accused propo- 
nents of the “China threat 
theory” of aiming to sow 
discord between it and its 
Asian neighbours in the 
face of Washington’s wan- 
ing influence in the region. 

Many Chinese- officials 
feel Washington is trying to 
contain China by limiting 
its modernisation through 
restrictions on technology 
transfers. , 

China has defended 
increases in its military 
spending, saying a large 
proportion of the increase 
went to improving the stan- 
dard of living of soldiers. 

In a white paper issued 
last November, China said it 
spent $6.39 billion on 
defence in 1994, or just 2.3 
per cent of the amount spent 
by the United States. From 
1979 to 1994, defence 
spending increased 6.22 per 
cent annually while retail 
price inflation averaged 7.7 
per cent, it said. 
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Surrounded by FBI agents, cocaine cartel chief Juan Garcia Abrego, 51, (centre) is led out of the Houston office of 
tbe FBI after being extradited to the United States earlier in the evening, January 15. Mr. Abrego, one of the world’s 
most wanted drug traffickers, was captured in Mexico (Reuter photo) 


Bombay wedding 
stays low-key with 
10,000 guests 

BOMBAY (R) — It was a 
low-key affair. There were 
10,000 guests, the bride- 
grooms wore silk and rode 
white horses to the sound 
of a brass band, elephants 
led the wedding procession 
and the invitations were 
48-page booklets. India's 
wealthiest expatriate fami- 
ly, the Hindujas wanted it 
& way, apparently. Based 
in London, they have made 
their fortune in fields as 
diverse as banking, truck- 
buflding and cable televi- 
sion. “For such a wealthy 
family, tbe celebrations are 
quite low-key,” said one of 
the guests. “There’s no 
liquor, and the food is 
entirely vegetarian.” the 
lawns of Bombay's exclu- 
sive turf club were turned 
into a fairyland for the 
occasion, with huge quanti- 
ties of dry ice representing 
waterfalls and ice -capped 
mountains. 


Mexican drug lord captured but others take his place 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Captured cocaine kingpin Juan 
Garcia Abrego may be one of the biggest drug barons to fall 
in Mexico in recent times, but he has already been eclipsed 
in tbe drug world by a rival who authorities say poses a far 
greater danger. 

Mr. Garcia Abrego, a 51-year-old American citizen of 
Mexican extraction, was arrested by a team of 15 Mexican 
aniirmrcotics agents Sunday near the northern city of 
Monterrey and deported amid massive security Monday to 
Houston for prosecution. 

A man accustomed to spending $50 million a month in 
bribes and who reputedly only ordered killings on tbe 17th 
of each month, tbe portly* six-foot head of the gulf cocaine 
cartel was reduced to hying to hurdle fences to escape his 
captors on Sunday night. 

“Seeing himself discovered, Mr. Garcia Abrego tried to 
run away by jumping over the fences of neighbouring hous- 
es,” the Mexican attorney general's office said Monday. 

Upon his arrest, Mr. Garcia Abrego “showed problems 
with his blood pressure .... A specialised medical te^m 
accompanied him on his expulsion flight,” the office said. 

Estimates of the gulf cartel’s annual earnings in its prime 
from smuggling cocaine into the United States range up to 
$20 billion a year. 

In a netherworld of nicknames and pseudonyms, Mr. 
Garcia Abrego seemed to have more of those, too. than any 
other trafficker. 

The FBI, in its poster naming him as one of its 10 most 
wanted fugitives, listed some pseudonyms as the Doll, the 
Lord, the Engineer, the Director and the Patient One, while 
Mexican TV Monday added tbe Man and the Boss. 

But Mr. Garcia Abrego had been on the run for months, 
unable to effectively administer his vast empire in the face 
of a determined manhunt by authorities. An intermediary 
had even made overtures to Mexican authorities last year to 


negotiate his surrender, officials say. 

Mexican Attorney General Antonio Lozano turned Mr. 
Garcia Abrego down with do promises other than a fair 
trial, they added. 

But Mr. Garcia Abrego’s place at the top of the Mexican 
drugs ladder had already been taken by tbe Juarez Drug 
Gang headed by Amado Carrillo Fuentes, 40, alias “the 
Lord of the Skies”, a U.S. official familiar with the drug 
trade told reporters last August. 

“We look at Amado Carrillo's organisation as being the 
number one Mexican drug trafficking group.” tbe official 
said. “He moves four times more than other Mexican traf- 
fickers. He handles $60 million in cash tbe way you and I 
handle $5.” 

According to a Chihuahua state antinarcotics official 
quoted by El Finanriero newspaper, about 30 tonnes of 
drugs a week cross the border to El Paso in the United 
States, “...and $200 million a week comes back. You can 
buy anything with that”. 

Mr. Carrillo, whose flashy nickname derives from his use 
of stripped-down airliners crammed to the roof with 
cocaine for smuggling purposes, maintains a very low pro- 
file in Mexico, sources familiar with his record say. 

“He has an outstanding arrest warrant for weapons 
charges, which down here is like ... spitting on the side- 
walk.” one source said last year. “He’d be out of jail in three 
days.” 

The arrests in the last three years of the heads of die vio- 
lent Sinaloa drugs cartel and the hunt for die equally bloody 
Arellano Felix brothers who bead tbe Tijuana drugs gang 
bas led to battles between lesser-known individuals looking 
to take over their turf, experts say. 

“These guys have their day in die sun, then they’re caught 
and someone else steps in to take over,” one expert told 
Reuters recently. “It’s the never-ending story.” 


Murayama reelected as Socialist 
leader despite record low turnout 


TOKYO (AFP) — Former Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama was easily re- 
elected Tuesday as leader of die Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), the second largest 
party in the ruling coalition. 

The 71 -year-old party chairman beat his 
only rival, former television commentator 
Tadatosbi Akiba, by a wide margin of 
57,591 votes to 10,490 votes. But turnout 
among the 111,000 party members regis- 
tered to vote dropped to a record low of 
66.1 per cent, party officials said. 

“We will seek to establish in tbe shortest 
possible time a new party capable of being 
part of another government," Mr. 
Murayama told a news conference. 

Mr. Murayama stepped down last week 
after leading the three-party coalition for 
more than a year and a half. He was 
replaced by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Trade Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto, who 
has headed the conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), tbe largest party 
in the coalition, since September 

Tbe former premier has said his “ final 
task” will be to form a new liberal party 
capable of competing with the LDP and the 
New Frontier Party, tbe main opposition 
party. 

The neo-conservative group elected back- 
room party boss Ichiro Ozawa as its leader 
in December, replacing former Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifo. 

Mr. Akiba, a 53-year-old deputy from tbe 
left wing of the SDP, bad criticised Mr. 
Murayama for abandoning traditional party 
policies such as opposing the Japanese mil- 


itary and the country’s security treaty with 
the United States. 

He has also voiced opposition to Mr. 
Murayama’ s efforts to merge the SDP with 
the New Party Sakigake, the smallest party 
in the coalitioo led by former Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Takemura. 

Fearing major setbacks at the next gener- 
al election, Mr. Murayama and Mr. 
Takemura have reportedly agreed to set up 
a new party in May. The mass-circulation 
Yomiuri Shimbun reported Monday that the 
two parties would shortly set up a consulta- 
tive body before forming a special council 
to work out the name, leadership and poli- 
cies of the new party. 

But Finance Minister Wataru Kabo, a 
senior member of the SDP. denied the 
report Tuesday. “I don’t think there has 
been such an agreement betweo the two 
parties,” be was quoted as telling reporters. 

Mr. Hashimoto and Mr. Takemura mean- 
while congratulated Mr. Murayama on his 
victory, saying it would help strengthen the 
three-party coalition. “It’s good,” the prime 
minister said. “Since they are moving in a 
new direction and shedding their old skin, 
we hope they will succeed in a way that will 
strengthen tbe three-party framework.” 

Mr. Takemura, the New Party Sakigake 
leader, said: “His reelection at this juncture 
is desirable since Murayama has the idea of 
marshalling a wide range of political forces. 
We will also seek to have serious discus- 
sions with them cm building a cooperative 
relatoinship.” 


Scientists take deepest peek yet into universe 


China 
decries 
report of 
U.S. -led 
U.N. rights 
motion 

BEIJING (R) — Beijing 
Tuesday angrily warned 
that U.S. efforts to seek 
United Nations condemna- 
tion of China over human 
rights could damage bilat- 
eral ties. 

“We are firmly opposed 
to the use of human rights 
to interfere in a country’s 
domestic politics," Chinese 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Chen Jian told 
a news conference. 

“We also strongly oppose 
making use of U.N. organi- 
sations and committees to 
bring up tbe so-caJled 
human rights issue to criti- 
cise unwarrantedly other 
countries,” Mr. Chen said 
The official spoke in 
response to U.S. media 
reports that the United 
States would seek a resolu- 
tion condemning China 
when the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission meets 
in Geneva in March. 

China has only narrowly 
escaped censure at the 
meeting in the past two 
years. 

Mr. Chen said five years 
of U.S. efforts to win U.N. 
condemnation of China’s 
human rights record “have 
all ended in failure”. 

He urged the United 
States to abandon a con- 
frontational approach to 
human rights “because that 
policy not only jeopardises 
cooperation in the field of 
human rights but also dam- 
ages the smooth improve- 
ment of China-U.S. rela- 
tions". 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) 
— Hubble space telescope 
scientists said Monday they 
have discovered hundreds 
of new galaxies in their 
deepest peek yet into the 
universe. 

At least 1 ,500 galaxies at 
various stages of evolution 
were revealed in hundreds 
of pictures of deep space 
taken by a special camera in 
December, scientists from 
NASA's Space Telescope 
Science Institute in 
Maryland said. 

Most of tbe galaxies had 
□ever before been seen by 
even the largest telescopes, 
tbe scientists reported at a 
meeting of the American 
Astronomical Society in 
San Antonio. Texas. 


“Tn time these Hubble 
data could turn out to be the 
double belix of galaxy for- 
mation. We are dearly see- 
ing some of the galaxies as 
they were more than 10 bil- 
lion years ago, in the 
process of formation,” insti- 
tute Director Robert 
Williams said in a statement 
released to reporters. 

Tbe findings were consid- 
ered significant enough to 
* immediately release to 
astronomers around the 
world, the scientists said, 
with the new data to be used 
in research into the age and 
evolution of tbe universe. 

“As the images have come 
up on our screens, we have 
not been able to keep from 
wondering if we might 


somehow be seeing our own 
origins in all of this,” said 
Mn Williams, who led tbe 
deep field project. “The past 
1 0 days have been an unbe- 
lievable experience.” 

After a year of planning, 
astronomers processed 342 
frames . photographed 
between Dec. 18 and Dec. 
28 to form a single image of 
deep space known as the 
Hubble deep field image. 

An infrared camera sched- 
uled to be installed in foe 
Hubble space telescope in 
1997 will search for even 
farther galaxies, foe insti- 
tute reported. The Hubble 
space telescope is a joint 
project of National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
and foe European Space 
Agency. 


Indian state bans 
British glamour 
girl show 

NEW DELHI (R) — 
British pin-up turned - 
singer Samantha Fox has 
been barred from perform- 
ing in the Communist- 
ruled Indian state of West 
Bengal, the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) news agency 
reported. News reports said 
the local Communist Party 
regarded her stage shows 
as “undignified” and that 
police feared she might 
cause crowd problems. 
Fox, who made her name 
in Britain as a topless 
model, planned to sing at a 
charity concert in Calcutta 
Saturday PTI quoted a 
West Bengal official as 
saying foe government 
would not now allow foe 
25-year-old blonde to 
appear. 

Danish Hells 
Angels open 

charity shop 

COPENHAGEN (R) — An 
aid organisation for jailed 
Danish members of the 
Hells Angels motorcycle 
gang has opened a fund- 
raising shop in the provin- 
cial city of Aalborg, the 
daily Jyllands- Posten 
reported. The shop, run by 
the imprisoned bikers’ 
group defence fond Den- 
mark, sells Hells Angels 
tee-shirts, sunglasses, 
lighters and hashish-pipes 
made by candidates for 
Hells Angels membership, 
the paper said. Use of 
hashish is illegal in Den- 
mark, but police usually 
ignore possession of small 
amounts for personal use 
and there is no ban on foe 
sale of accessories such as 
pipes and extra-long ciga- 
rette papers. Jyllands Pos- 
ten said similar shops were 
planned for Copenhagen 
and tbe port of Aarhus. 

School covers up 
nude sculpture 

FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Florida (AFP) — For 
teachers, foe issue is taste. 
For a student artist, censor- 
ship. From any perspec- 
tive, however, one very 
nude, very anatomically 
correct statue is now bid- 
den under a large tarp. 
Dillard High School Prin- 
cipal John Kelly ordered a 
2.5-metre (eight-foot) stat- 
ue of a nude male draped 
and hidden from view fol- 
lowing numerous com- 
plaints from students and 
teachers who foand foe stu- 
dent art project offensive. 
“fr*s about censorship,” 
Rebecca Antolak, 16, said, 
of her statue in the lobby of 
the school’s performing 
arts building. “My initial 
idea was not for foe focus 
to be on a penis, but people 
are ignorant and shallow ” 
Antolak said she had al- 
ways planned on dressing 
her work-in-progress, be- 
gun several weeks ago, but 
not any more. “It doesn't fit 
through any’ of the doors. 
It’s in foe lobby because 
it’s the only place with a 
ceiling high enough,” said 
Antolak. She added the 
penis early this week, but 
Mr. Kelly said the first 
complaints were received. 
Friday. j 
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2 North Korean defectors 
arrive in Seoul from 


SEOUL (AFP) — - The wife 
of a North Korean diplomat 
arrived in Seoul Tuesday 
after seeking political asy- 
lum in Zambia, followed by 
a mysterious martial arts 
instructor, government offi- 
cials said. 

Television showed the 
Taekwondo teacher Yoo Se- 
Do, 29, waving at Seoul’s 
Kimpo Airport on arrival 
from Lusaka via London. 

“Thank you all,” the 
bespectacled defector said 
before being escorted to a 
safe bouse for questioning 
by intelligence officers. 

Britain had played a key 
role in bringing the diplo- 
mat's wife to Seoul, news- 
papers here said. 

Ml Yoo followed Choi 
Soo-Bong, the 36-year-old 
wife of a third secretary in 
the North Korean mission in 
Lusaka and rumoured to be 
the daughter-in-law of a 
high official, who arrived 
here earlier Tuesday. 

Ml Yoo sought asylum in 
the South Korean embassy 
five days after Mrs. Choi 
defected on Jan. 7. the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

The two were taken 
together to London Monday 


by Zambian bodyguards 
after U.N. and Zambian 
officials confirmed their 
free will to go to Seoul 
But their separate flights 
were due to concerns that 
Mr. Yoo might have been 
posing as a defector to liqui- 
date Mrs. Choi, the ministry 
officials said here. 

“That's why we arranged 
separate flights for Choi and 
Yoo,” said Kim Myung- 
Bae, director of the min- 
istry's Africa Department 
North Korea lodged a 
strong protest over Mrs. 
Choi’s defection but made 
no mention of Mr. Yoo, 
identified by Zambian offi- 
cials as working for a secu- 
rity firm in Lusaka. 

State-run KBS Television 
said Mrs. Choi's defection 
followed bitter ideological 
disputes with her husband. 

“She had been in trouble 
for ideological wrangling 
with the North Korean 
ambassador,” a government 
source told KBS. 

Mrs. Choi, a graduate of 
the elite Kim D-Sung 
University which usually 
caters to children of top 
officials, said she was the 
daughter-in-law of a senior 


North Korean Communist 
Party official, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

Newspapers said she was 
the daughter-in-law of 
Hyon Chol-Kyu, the senior 
North Korean official in 
charge of Hamkyong 
province, 70th in the North 
Korean heirarchy. 

But confirmation and 
other details on the back- 
ground of the two defectors 
would be released after 
interrogation, be said 
North Korea charged Mrs. 
Choi was kidnapped but 
Zambian authorities said 
she “voluntarily and freely" 
defected on Jan. 7. 

Zambian Foreign Minister 
Christoo Tembo said 
Monday that Mis. Choi had 
bruises on her face when 
she was banded over to the 
Zambian authorities. , 

She allegedly ■ bad 
attempted suicide in the 
week ’of her defection by 
taking an overdose of sleep- 
ing tablets, Mr. Tembo said, 
adding her asylum was 
“voluntary and the question 
of a kidnap does not arise." 

Mr. Yoo sought asylum in 
the South Korean mission in 
Lusaka on Jan. 11, using a 


borrowed North Korean 
diplomatic car, he said. 

Yonhap News Agency 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
officials as dismissing spec- 
ulation that the two bad 
extramarital relations 
because such relations 
appeard impossible for 
North Korean diplomats 
and their dependents, who 
live together in a diplomatic 
compound under the close 
scrutiny of security agents. 

North Korea maintains a 
strong embassy in Zambia, 
although its presence has 
been overshadowed by 
growing economic ties 
between South Korea and 
the African nation since 
diplomatic normalisation in 
1990. 

Mrs. Choi's case, in which 
Britain reportedly played a 
key role, followed a series 
of defections by low-level 
North Korean government 
officials to Seoul. 

On Monday, three North 
Korean loggers had defect- 
ed to South Korea after 
escaping from their camp in 
Siberia, bringing to 44 the 
tally of Northern lumber- 
jacks who have sought asy- 
lum since 1994. 


Biographer: Queen Elizabeth was a distant mother 


LONDON (R) — Queen Elizabeth was a distant mother to 
her young children and would spend just two hours a day 
with them, according to a new biography of the British 
monarch. 

“Motherhood is not the queen’s strong suit She likes get- 
ting on with her job and is extremely busy," one friend was 
quoted as saying in the new book by biographer Sarah 
Bradford that was serialised in the Times newspaper 
Tuesday. 

Ms. Bradford said Queen Elizabeth fought hard to pre- 
serve the privacy of her four children and let her husband. 
Prince Philip, play the dominant parental role. 

The queen was said to spend one hour every morning and 
another hour in the evening at bath time with her children. 
This mirrored her own upbringing by nannies and gov- 
ernesses. 

In earlier extracts from the book that is being published 
next month, Ms. Bradford said Queen Elizabeth’s younger 
sister Princess Margaret became suicidal as her marriage to 
society photographer Anthony Armstrong- Jones collapsed. 

The book also suggested that Prince Philip had been 
unfaithful, an accusation that has been dismissed by 
Buckingham Palace as “tired, recycled speculation". 


In the latest extract. Prince Philip was painted as a model 
father with Prince Charles's former nanny Mabel Anderson 
quoted as saying he was marvellous. 

The British have a seemingly insatiable demand for regal 
trivia which is eagerly fed by tabloid newspapers (hat have 
followed every twist and turn in the failed marriages of the 
younger royals. 

Ms. Bradford, allowed access to private royal correspon- 
dence as well as courtiers and close friends for her book, 
says Queen Elizabeth personally feeds her beloved pack of 
corgi dogs every afternoon at 5 p.m. 

She likes her clothes to be comfortable and unfussy. “It’s 
all right for Joan Collins but not for me," she is quoted as 
saying when confronted with the choice of padded power 
shoulders on her dresses like the villain of the Hollywood 
soap Dynasty. 

.Ms. Bradford said Queen Elizabeth never read a book 
unless it mirrored her passion for horses. • 

Asked if she might be interested in visiting a hi-tech 
plant. Prince Philip is said to have once replied: “Unless it 
eats grass and farts, she isn’t interested.” 


President Bill Clinton bows his head as the Rev. Bernice King (center), daughter of slain civil rights leader Martin 
Lather King Jr., prays with (left-right) mother Coretta and brothers Martin and Dexter after the wreath laying cer- 
emony at the King crypt In Atlanta. Mr. Clinton participated in the 28th annual King Day' services at Ebeneezer 
Baptist Church before the wreath laying ceremony (Reuter photo) 

Clinton leads tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. 


ATLANTA (R) — President Bill Clinton, leading tributes to 
Martin Luther King Jr. That ranged from passionaie to 
humorous, said Monday Americans must "go forward" 
with the slain civil rights leader's bid to end injustice at 
home and abroad. 

Speaking at Ebenezer Baptist Church, where Rev. King 
worshipped as a child and preached as a man, Mr. Clinton 
said Americans must work to end bigotry and hatred — 
whether it is in the United States or Bosnia or Northern 
Ireland. 

• "The challenge of this time is to go forward together, to 
go forward together," Mr. Clinton said at the historic black 
church. “Every single one of us has a role to play.” 

“We can define ourselves by our hopes and not our fears,” 
be said to conclude a 3-1/2 hour tribute marking Rev. 
King’s birth 67 years ago. 

Noting U.S. efforts to bring about peace in Bosnia and 
Northern Ireland, Mr. Clinton said humanity was harmed 
when bigotry causes us to “define ourselves in terms of who 
we are not. instead of who we are.” 

The programme was crafted to reach out to a broad cross 
section — from black and white leaders to representatives 
of the league of Latin American citizens and the Japanese 
consulate general. 

“We are stronger,” Mr. Clinton said, “when we live and 
■ work together as a community, not as a swarm of isolated 
individuals or antagonistic groups — that is still the deci- 
sion for America today.” 

The service, which included remarks by Coretta Scott 


King and several veterans of the Civil Right Movement, 
was a mix of powerful emotion and raucous laughter aimed 
at praising the civil rights leader and reminding the faithful 
to continue his quest for equality. 

Black comedian Dick Gregory shattered the formal 
atmosphere in the historic church, teasing Mr. Clinton for 
making House of Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich 
“a negro for a day" by making him ride in the back of Air 
Force One during a trip last year. 

Mr. Clinton’s face turned a bright red as Gregory said the 
Republican speaker has had “a bad two months” and told 
him “it all started off with you when you made him a negro 
for a day ... You made him sit in the back of the plane and 
use the back door." 

Mr. Gingrich complained that he was not invited ro ride in 
the front of Air Force One during a flight to Israel for the 
funeral of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and linked the 
slight to strained relations that led to the first shutdown of 
the federal government in November. 

“Thank .God you didn't make him a negro for a month,” 
Gregory said to the laughter of the crowd filling the church. 

Mr. Clinton was visibly moved when Atlanta Mayor 
William Campbell touched off several minutes of applause 
and cheers trom the congregation when he said: “Mr. 
Clinton, stay strong. Tell Mrs. Clinton to stay strong.” 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton has come under heat- 
ed criticism recently because of a congressional probe of 
the Whitewater affair and an investigation of the firing of 
White House travel office aides in 1993. 


Mrs. Clinton may testify on Whitewater 


WASHINGTON (R) — Hil- 
lary Rodham Clinton sug- 
gested Monday that she 
may seek to testify volun- 
tarily to the Senate White- 
water Committee, which is 
now zeroing in on her per- 
sonal role in the complex 
financial affair. 

The committee’s investi- 
gation gained impetus -10 
days ago with the discovery 
in the White House of long- 
sougbt records detailing 
Mrs Clinton’s legal work 
for an Arkansas financial 
institution at the centre of 
the tangled Whitewater 
web. 

At least one committee 
Republican, Sen. Lauch 
Faircloth of North Carolina, 
has called repeatedly for 
Mrs. Clinton to be sum- 
moned to testily, but Chair- 
man Alfonse D’ Amato of 
New York says he has no 
plans to do so. 

Other Republicans have 
voiced fears her appearance 
could become a political 
circus, especially at the start 
of this presidential election 
year. It could also present 
committee members, all 
male except one. with the 
problem of balancing agg- 
ressive interrogation with 
respect for her position. 


In an interview earned on 
National Public Radio, Mis. 
Clinton gave a carefully 
•hedged answer when asked 
if she would offer to testify, 
saying, “it may come to 
that. I don’t know ” 

Declaring she had repeat- 
edly offered to cooperate, 
she added that “if there 
were an opportunity when I 
thought that the partisan- 
ship was not there, when the 
questions were ones that 
you could predict — they 
weren't, you know, just 
coming out of left field — 
certainly I'd consider that. 
I’d consider anything to 
bring this matter to a close." 

Pressed again on the ques- 
tion, she said: “I'm consid- 
ering everything, including 
going to the South Pole." 

Mrs. Clinton echoed the 
charge of committee 
Democrats that the investi- 
gation bad become a parti- 
san effort. 

Sen. D'Amato is a cam- 
paign manager for Bob 
Dole, who is expected to 
win the Republican nomi- 
nation to lake on Democrat 
Bill Clinton for the presi- 
dency. He has said the com- 
mittee is unlikely to meet its 
original deadline of the end 
of February, meaning it 


would continue further into 
the election year. 

' Mrs Clinton's role has 
come under increased 
scrutiny after discovery of 
detailed records of her bills 
in the 19S0s to the Madison 
Guaranty Savings and Loan 
Association for work she 
did as a partner at the Rose 
Law Firm in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

Madison was headed by 
James McDougaJ, who with 
his wife was the Clintons’ 
partner in a failed invest- 
ment in an Arkansas vaca- 
tion development known as 
Whitewater. One question 
being investigated is whe- 
ther any government-in- 
sured depositors’ „ money 
was funnelled into the pro- 
ject 

The committee this week 
will examine another issue 
related to the billings, their 
sudden discovery in the 
White House by presiden- 
tial aide Carolyn Huber, 
who will testify Thursday. 
The documents had been 
thought lost or destroyed. 

Mrs Clinton said she did 
not order removal of any 
documents and there has 
been conflicting evidence 
on whether any removal 
occurred. 


S. Korean paper shows photos of U.S. 
Korean War veterans alive in North 


SEOUL (AFP) — A Seoul newspaper 
Tuesday published photographs ii claimed 
were oi' U.S. Korean War veterans still alive 
in North Korea acting in Nameless Heroes 
— a recent serial movie. 

The pictures were taken from a video tape 
of Lhe movie which was produced in 
Pyongyang from 1979 to 1981, the mass 
circulation Cbosun Daily said. 

Cbosun, in an accompanying story-, quot- 
ed two unnamed North Korean defectors, 
one of whom said he had met the American 
star of the movie in 1991, and another say- 
ing he knew of his existence. 

The newspaper did not reveal the source 
of its videotape, nor did it name the pur- 
ported Americans. one of whom was shown 
as a gaunt man with spectacles. 

On Monday, Chosun had run a front page 
story saying at least 10 Americans who 
refused to be repatriated in prisoner 
exchanges at the end of the 1950-53 war 
were still alive in the North. 


Most were teaching English and married 
to Koreans, it said. 

Authoritative military sources told AFP in 
Seoul Monday that although there were no 
known American prisoners of war tPoWs't 
in the North, it was possible Chosun was 
referring to the “25 to 27" who refused 
repatriation. 

“They would be in their 60s now," the 
source said, adding that some of the men 
were known to have died and a few oihers 
trickled back to the West in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

Nameless Heroes was a serial movie, 
apparently about the war. and the first 
defector said the American star, who had 
played a roving American ambassador in 
the film, had visited his house in 
Pyongyang in i 989. with some friends. 

The American was introduced as “this 
man is American, and came here during the 
war." 
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Attempting to define government press 

relationship in the Arab World 


By Lamis L Andoni 

ARAB JOURNALISTS, 
who met in Sanaa last 
week, reached a historic de- 
claration that aim at re- 
enforcing press freedoms in 
die Arab World and put a 
halt to all forms of govern- 
ment violations of freedom 
of expression. 

The Sanaa Declaration, 
drafted by Arab journalists 
at die mid of a seminar 
sponsored by the United 
Nations and the U.N. Edu- 
cational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), is the first docu- 
ment in the Arab World 
that seeks to define a new 
relationship between gov- 
ernments and the press. 

The seminar itself, 
however, was the fourth of 
a series of regional meet- 
ings that covered Latin 
America, Asia, Africa and 
finally the Arab World in 
an effort to arrive at global 
principles that would 
guarantee independent and 
pluralistic media. 

The Sanaa Declaration i$ 
to be submitted to the Un- 
ited Nations General 
Assembly for ratification as 
a binding document for 
Arab governments. 

Through extensive dis- 
cussions representatives of 
international press orga- 
nisations and Arab partici- 
pants gave a critical assess- 
ment of Arab governments 


restrictions on press free- 
doms. 

The final declaration de- 
plored government restric- 
tions, and harassment of 
Arab journalists including 
travel bans, censorship, de- 
tention and licensing con- 
trols among other measures 
that were described by the 
Sana'a document as abusive 
and "a grave violation of 
-human rights.” 

But perhaps the key pa- 
ragraph in the declaration 
was the one that laid die 
main principles that define 
the relationship between 
the governments and the 
press. 

The crucial paragraph 
stresses “sound journalistic 
practices” as a safeguard 
against government restric- 
tions but also stipulated 
that disputes involving 
media professionals should 
be ‘‘tried by civil and not 
criminal codes and proce- 
dures.” 

The article proved to be 
one of the most controver- 
sial at the meetings of the 
drafting committee and the 
final session last Thursday. 
Initially, Arab, particularly 
Jordanian journalists, .sag; 
gested that abiding by pro- 
fessional ethics should be 
emphasised by the docu- 
ment to safeguard journal- 
ists from government in- 
tervention. 

Representatives of inter- 
national organisations that 


are monitoring press free- 
doms world-wide argued 
that committing media pro- 
fessionals to “professional 
ethics” could be used by 
governments as a pretext to 
imposing restrictions and 
penalties on journalists. 
Furthermore, press free- 
dom activists fear that gov- 
ernments could take upon 
themselves the task of de- 
fining professional ethics in 
a manner that would justify 
their repressive policies. 

Professional ethics -and 
standards were of major 
concern to some Arab jour- 
nalists who were seeking 
that the declaration should 
in the end affect both gov- 
ernment policies and pro- 
fessional standards in the 
Arab World. They argued 
that in some countries, 
where democratisation has 
taken important steps, sen- 
sational press was damaging 
the credibility of the print 
media and providing gov- 
ernments with the justifica- 
tion to intervene. 

The organisati ons that 
watch over press freedom, 
however, advocated the 
view that freedom of ex- 
pression and experience, 
and not restrictions, would 
eventually guarantee higher 
professional standards. 

What worried the com- 
mittees that advocate press 
freedoms the most, accord- 
ing to their representatives, 
is that, in most cases, gov- 


ernments have tried or de- 
tained journalists for poli- 
tical reasons that had little 
to do with professional 
standards. 

Although democratisa- 
tion in Jordan was wel- 
comed by journalists, some 
representatives of the press 
watch groups cited Jordan 
as a country where most 
cases pressed against the 
tabloids were more a result 
of the newspapers express- 
ion of views that oppose 
official policies. 

But Arab journalists, 
drafting the final declara- 
tion, insisted that profes- 
sional standards were crucial 
to the struggle to promote 
and enforce press fr ee d oms 
in tire Arab World. 

The final draft readied 
drew a delicate red line 
between the journalists 
duty to define and abide by 
professional standards and 
the government authority 
to apply its laws to solve 
disputes involving the 
media. 

“Sound journalistic prac- 
tices are foe most effect i ve 
safegard against govern- 
ment restrictions and press- 
ures -by special interest 
groups. Guidelines for jour- 
nalistic standards are the 
concern of the news media 
professionals. Any attempt 
to set down standards and 
guidelines should come 
from foe journalists them- 


selves. Disputes involving 
foe media and/or media 
pfofcsskuials in foe exmdse 
of their profession are a 
matter for the courts to 
decide, and cases should be 
tried under civil and not 
criminal codes and proce- 
dures”, the declaration 


When the draft was read 
at foe condndmg session 
for ratification the same pa- 
ragraph triggered strong 
protests by journalists who 
demanded that the first 
sentence concerning 
“sound journalistic prac- 
tices” be deleted. The con- 
cern was once again that 
governments will define 
“sound journalistic prac- 
tices” to justify curbs on the 


A vote to settle differ- 
ences, that delayed the final 
session, came out in favour 
of foe draft as is. It was 
made dear by the drafting 
wwn m i it ee that .the para- 
graph should be taken and 
understood as a whole since 
each sentence is essentially 
qualified by foe following 
sentence. 

• The question and the 
challenge to all journalists 
regardless of their differ- 
ences, the participants' 
agreed, is bow to practically 
change the relationship be- 
tween foe Arab govern- 
ments and the press in a 
way that promotes an inde- 
pendent media. 


Palestinian elections: context and meaning 


By Mona Ghaii and 
Hashim Abo Sido 


THE PALESTINE 
National Authority 
(PNA) intends to respect 
its Jan. 20 deadline in 
compliance with bilateral 
arrangements for an 
elected Palestinian coun- 
cil. On Nov. 9, the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) Elec- 
toral Unit coordinating 
the international obser- 
ver mission assumed op- 
erations. On Nov. 12, 
7,000 specially trained 
Palestinian teachers be- 
gan registering voters. A 
week later, a Hebron 
businessman was the first 
to declare an intention to 
run against PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat for 
the presidency of the 
council. In late Novem- 
ber the election law gov- 
erning the entire process 
was endorsed by the 
Palestinian authority af- 
ter being the subject of 
public debate drawn 
along political, family 
and relugjous lines and 
reflecting other social di- 
visions, including rural 
versus urban and refugee 
versus non-refugee. 

The significance of 
these elections should 
not be lost in the popular 
rhetoric of institutiona- 
lising democracy and the 
rule of law. Nor should it 
be dismissed by a mis- 
guided claim that Arab 
political culture pre- 
dudes the development 
of a democratic, plural 
polity. The significance 
is relative depending on 
the position from which 
the elections are 
approached, whether by 
the PLO, the political 
opposition or the inter- 
national community. 

In theory, elections 
proceed from normal 
prindples of universal 
human rights, freedom 
of expression, equality, 
tolerance and plurality. 
In practice, however, in 
the self-rule areas of the 
West Bank and Gaza, 
the carriage precedes the 
horse. This may not be 
altogether negative. On 
the one hand, an en-' 
franchised public, having 
dismantled military 
occupation, will accept a 
national authority that 
could prove to be repres- 
sive. On the other hand, 
such passivity is likely to 
have a short shelf life. 
Forthcoming elections 
may not produce ideal 
results, but they will cer- 
tainly nourish expecta- 
tions and prindples of 
democratic governance 
which Palestinian sodety 
will not let be ignored. 


Significance for the PLO 

Despite its national 
credentials, the PLO must 
legitimise its authority in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

In order to promulgate a 
constitution and laws gov- 
erning foe self-rule areas, 
foe PLO' must first validate 
its claim as the legitimate 
representative of the 
Palestinian people through 
foe ballot box. It can no 
longer defend this claim by 
reference to the 1974 Arab 
summit or by the exchange 
of letters between the late 
Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin, and Mr. Ara- 
fat. Neither the Arab 
League nor Israel (the 
occupying power) is the 
source of legitimacy for 
Palestinian territory. 

A freely elected Palesti- 
nian council will negotiate a 
permanent settlement on 
behalf of foe Palestinian 
people whose ambition is to 
achieve self-determination 
defined as the establish- 
ment of a sovereign state. 
As such, foe council can 
legitimately claim a popular 
mandate to negotiate for 
political recognition of a 
future sovereign Palestinian 
state regardless of foe du- 
bious economic viability of 
such as entity or the possi- 
bility of whatever political 
arrangement with Jordan. 

For these reasons, PLO 
negotiators convincingly 
pressed for elections during 
the period, countering 
Israel’s preference for elec- 
tions after the five-year 
transition period was over. 
But accommodation to 
Israeli interests and sensibi- 
lities is evident in the termi- 
nology of the Interim 
Agreement on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and in 
articles governing the coun- 
cil’s structure, size, jurisdic- 
tion, legislative and execu- 
tive powers and responsibi- 
lities. 


The Pakstimaa 
opposition and 
the elections 

Under occupation, 
Palestinian political factions 
operated with twin lead- 
erships: one in exile, 
another local. This split had 
a dear impact on foe con- 
duct of these factions after 
the Septf fc *" Kd - 1W signing 
ot the Declaration of Princi- 
ples (DoP). The initial split 
inside Fateh, the largest 
component of the PLO, was 
swiftly remedied and Fateh 
leaders succeeded in main- 
taining the movement’s uni- 
ty. Among opposition lead- 
ers in exile, some chose to 
remain outride while others 
opted to return. The act of 
returning to foe area under 
Palestinian self-rule was it- 
self a concession and there- 
fore whatever disagree- 
ments they professed lost 
significance once they en- 
dorsed the status quo and 
retained. 


Similarly, faction leaders 
operating inside the occu- 
pied ter r i tories split. Those , 
opposing foe DoP splin- 
tered off foe parent g rou p, 
often forming micro- 
factions of marginal politic- 
al import. Those supportive 
of the agreement were 
grafted onto the dominant 
political group. Two camps 
were formed: the PNA 
camp and its supporters, 
nominally plural in com- 
position but, in practice, 
synonomous with main- 
stream Fateh, and the 
op po si tion, a loose network 
of groups, disparate in poli- 
tical purpose and ideologic- 
al persuasion bat sharing a 
common distrust of the 
PNA. 

The opposition never 
realistically considered that 
the PLO would bow to 
pressure and modify its 
position at the negotiating 
table. Instead, its intentions 
are based on a dispassion- 
ate and pragmatic reading 
of the prevailing balance of 
power. In consolidating its 
popularity by establishing 
“state” institutions and im- 
plementing “develop m pit” 
projects, the PLO projects 
an image that it is foie singu- 
lar agent capable of effect- 
ing change. From a position 
of relative weakness, foe 
opposition’s purpose has 
not been to arrest the nego- 
tiation process, rather to 
secure its survival. Dia- 
logue and reconciliation be- 
tween Fateh and Hamas in 
Cairo during November 
1995 reflected a modus 
vivendi based on mutual 
interest. 

The opposition has not 
been able to play cm the 
PNA’s chief vulnerability,- 
namely foe absence of a 
credible vision for a Palesti- 
nian entity. Representa- 
tives of the PNA urge the 
public to exercise their right 
to vote but are more reti- 
cent to darify wbat the pub- 
lic will be voting for. Poli- 
tical leaders prefer not to- 
pubhdy disclose the Kkefy 
fntnre of a Palestinian enti- 
ty. They are more comfort- 
able with dispensing in- 
formation piecemeal as a 
means to incrementally pre- 
pa/e foe public for decisions 
that may disappoint. The 
opposition, incoherent ami 
indecisive, has wasted time 
in internal squabbles as to 
whether to boycott or to 
participate in the elections. 

It is lost in a political 
wilderness, partly as a re- 
sult of internal schisms but 
also doe to financial con- 
straints. * 

Formerly financed by foe 
PLO, international NGOs, 
and other sources, the 
opposition is now en- 
countering greater difficul- 
ties in sustaining popular 
social service programmes 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 
These services and the 
national liberation struggle 
were mutually reinforcing. 
Committees providing 
health, education, and wel- 
fare services constituted an 
alternative delivery system 
to the Israeli Civil Adminis^ - 
tration. But, with foe estab- 


lishment of Palestinian 
minis tries delivering public 
services many of these com- 
mittees become redundant. 

In the attendant confu- 
sion and uncertainty, an 
bffensive display of self- 
interest is evident. Persons 
associated with the PNA as 
well as foe oppos iti on are 
attempting to secure posi- 
tions of political influence 
and wealth as if subcon- 
sciously recognising that 
old-style political factional- 
ism has outlived its useful- 
ness and what remains is to 
gorge on the carcass. 
Coopting emasculated fac- 
tions into the. electoral pro- 
cess serves PLO interest 
since they no longer pose a 
threat as the public grows 
sceptical of their intention 
or ability to be agents of 
change. 

Aid, sodety and 
the citizen 

Political relations and re- 
gional stability, more than 
progressive notions of hu- 
man rights and rule of law, 
determine foe volume of 
aid and its recipients. Ex- 
ternal assistance to Pales- 
tine is unlikely to be gov- 
erned by another set of 
priorities. In October 1993, 
the international donor 
community pledged $2 bil- 
lion to the PNA to ensure 
political stability and to 
support foe peace process. 
An elected coundl will 
allow international orga- 
nisations such as foe World 
Bank and U.N. agencies to 
continue to coordinate and 
wherever possible increase 
aid flows to the Palestinian 
authority. 

Donors are aware of and 
function within the environ- 
ment of Palestuii.ni ^uutical 
centralisation while en- 
couraging economic decen- 
tralisation. All agree that 
democratisation is a vir- 
tuous goal. Still, the nature 
of Arab regimes since de- 
colonisation has not been 
lost on most observers and 
the discourse on democracy 
belies a scepticism that 
Palestinians in foe West 
Bank and Gaza will be able 
to avert the same lament- 
able destiny. Elections 
allow donors to eschew cul- 
pability for potential mis- 
appropriation of funds, cor- 
ruption, nepotism, or 
wrongdoing on the part of. 
foe coundl. By the mere 
feet that the Palestinian au- 
thority is elected by popular 
wfll and, as such, is an 
internal affair of the Palesti- 
nian people, donors can 
reinforce such misconduct 
while simultaneously de- 
nying any responsibility. 

Elections are necessary 
but not sufficient to ensure 
foe development of a plu- 
ral, democratic political sys- 
tem. That public 'under- 
standing of democracy is 
elementary is suggested by 
the results of an opinion 
poll conducted by a local 
organisation in May 1995. 
Asked “What is democra- 
cy?”, among the top five 
responses, slightly more 
than 16 per cent or the 906 


Palestinians polled cited 
freedom of expression; 15.5 
per cent, sovereignty of the 
people; 13.5 per cent, pro- 
’ tection of human rights and 
minority rights; 10.9 per 
cent, equality under foe 
law; and 9.9 per cent, elec- 
tions. More telling was the 
low incidence — only 0.8 
per cent — which said 
democracy comprised more 
than one of these categor- 
ies. 

While there is a basis for 
a democratic political cul- 
ture in foe West Bank and 
Gaza, that basis is narrow. 
Palestinian society is 
ordered by the bamuJa, the . 
extended family, from 
whom individuals derive a 
source of identity and sup- 
port. Political factions 
formed foe vanguard of foe 
national struggle and 
strived to supplant the tra- 
ditional basis for identity 
(tribalism and the bamula) 
in their endeavour to order 
social and cultural life. Pro- 
fessional associations, 
cooperatives, trade unions, 
dubs, charitable organisa- 
tions and other forms of 
assodations operating in 
the occupied territories re-' 
produced political deav- 
ages at the local level. 

Under military occupa- 
tion, elections within these 
various forms of association 
reflected national political 
lines and membership rare- 
ly deviated from factional 
loyalty and identity. Elec- 
tion outcomes were often 
foe result of back-room 
politicking, lobbying and 
coalition -building among 
persons who could guaran- 
tee a following. Regardless 
erf foeu political persuasion, , 
these groups were moti- 
vated by and frilly absorbed 
in trying to dismantle foe 
apparatus of military 
occupation. This transcen- 
dent purpose redefined 
concepts of liberty, demo- 
cracy, solidarity in un- 
idimensional terms: libera-, 
tion as freedom from 
occupation; democracy as 
the right to self- 
determination; solidarity as 
subordinating internal so- 
cial and political concerns 
to the national struggle. 

Palestinian self-rule re- 
quires the formation of a 
new political consciousness 
not confined by foe old 
boundaries of foe national 
struggle but based on the 
community’s political and 
social needs. In the short- 
term, political parties parti- 
cipating in foe first general 
election will be euphemisms 
for old-style factionalism 
expediently repackaged to 
fit a timetable. But the im- 
port of elections sets in mo- 
tion a process whereby 
Palestinians shed their dual 
self-image of victim and 
warrior to become foil 
citizens. Victims search for 
a prophet to lead them to 
foe promised land; warriors 
ward off enemies until the 
prophet comes. But foe 
citizen is foe source of au- 
thority rather than foe sub- 
ject of it. 

Middle East International 


Dastardly 

data 


“I AM sorry. Miss, the 
information which you 
request is privileged and 
confidential. It cannot be 
given to any unauthorised 
person except against a 
written request from foe 
institution which he repre- 
sents and a clearance from 
the administration.’' This, 
or words to that effect, was 
foe answer given to ajour- 
nalist friend of mine in 

■ answer to her inquiry. 

At face value, this seems 
reasonable. After all, every 
country and institution has 
confidential information, 
the publication of which 
most be subject to certain 
rules and regulations. Now 
wbat was this information 
which the reporter request- 
ed? Did it relate to secrets' 
of national security ? Did 
it call unwanted attention 
to the new Jordanian 
design which will replace 
the internal combustion 
engine and pot our automo- 
tive industry streaks ahead 
of competition ? Or did it 
concern the latest break- 
through by Jordanian 
physicists that will revolu- 
tionise the steel industry all 
over the world for the next 
few centuries ? Not quite. 
Actually, foe inquisitive 
correspondent asked about 
the number of restaurants 
in Jordan. 

Now let us reflect upon 
sinister outcome that may 
have resulted from publish- 
ing such data, which was 
fortunately averted by the 
strict reticence of the 
i restaoran teens’ association. 

To my recollection, there * 
has not been, in (be history 
of international relations, a 
Single conflict where a 
.-.country or paramilitary 
-i group targeted another 
. country’s restaurants. 
Catering establishments^ 
worthy as they may be, 
appear simply to have 
; escaped the attention of 
| military strategists, except 
in Andorra where the con- 
stitution empowers foe 
government, in case of an 
invasion, to confiscate the . 
equipment of all butchers . 
in foe principality for the 
purpose of national 
defence. Therefore, the 
cloak and dagger theory is 
a non starter. 

Could it (hen be confiden- ■ 
tiality ? I can folly appreci- 
ate that bankers, lawyers, 

, and doctors would be reluc- 
1 tan t to divulge the details of 
their clients; but restaurants 
belong to a group of enter- 
prises that crave publicity . 
and actually pay money to’ 1 - 
receive it. Moreover, as y 
Jordan gears itself to dev el- j- 
op and upgrade its tourism : 
industry, one would have ~ 
i m a gine d that a newspaper 
report on the services avail- ■ 
able to tourists would be per- 
fectly in order. 

Then, could it be simply a 
case of an employee, too 
engrossed in foe national £ 
pastime of gossip during £ 
office hours, to refer to a file J 
and look up a figure that he ? 
or she was paid to derive and 
have on tap but did not ? 

J Unfortunately, this is not 
an isolated case. Everyday, 
everywhere, individuals and 
institutions seek to hide their • 

■ incompetence and inaction i* 

behind the thin and iranspar- > 
ent mask of confidentiality ;> 
of information, a practice^ 
that has the added advantage 
of boosting their sense of. I 
self importance. ? 

As Jordan gears itself to l 
restructure and revitalise its , f| 
economy, attract foreign » 
investment, and lead into foe H 
twenty first century as a £ 
dynamic nation, we foe peo- If 
pie continue to thwart these 
national ambitions by behav- £ 
iour like foe above. No || 
investor, unless' be has taken j 
total leave of his senses, j 
would contemplate sinking 1 
his money in a project that^jg 
has not undergone a thor- < 

ough market study, which is 1 
precluded by the absence of 1 
rudimentary information, no 1 

■ matter how innocuous their 1 

nature. P 
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Dead Sea coast survey reveals ancient antiquities, 
contemporary goodwill to conserve cultural heritage 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

WHEN THE 1994 Jordan- 
Israel peace accord opened 
the way for large-scale 
touristic development 
along die northeastern 
shore of the Dead Sea, the 
Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities was iaced with 
a rare opportunity: to sur- 
vey an area that had been 
untouched by human 
development for many 
decades, because it had 
been closed off as a mili- 
tary area. 

Three separate surveys 
comprising a total of two 
months 1 fieldwork in late 
1995 have documented yet 
another new series of 
important antiquities sites 
spanning the last 6,000 
years of human civilisa- 
tion. Equally importantly, 
this effort has confirmed 
that heritage conservation 
and modem economic 
development can coexist 
very comfortably — if the 
public sector puts its mind 
to it and the private sector 
shows equal goodwill. 

The fieldwork has been 
directed by Khairieh ‘Amr 
of the Department of 
Antiquities, and has been 
conducted by a team com- 
prising herself, Khalil 
Hamdan, Luay Moham- 
madiyeh and Svend 
Helms. In an area of nearly 
15,000 dunums stretching 
over 25 kilometres in a 
north-south direction along 
the northeast coast of the 
Dead Sea, from Sweimeh 
to south of Zara, they doc- 
umented 45 antiquities 
sites, a few of which had 
been previously known. 

Master plans 
changed 

The survey has led to 
several major changes in 
the master plan" for the 
region being developed by 
Sigma Engineering Com- 
pany for the Jordan Valley 
Authority (Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation). Dl 
‘A mr notes that the con- 
cerned government offi- 
cials and Sigma engineers 
have been very coopera- 
tive, sensitive and patient 
in rhis process, and have 


themselves suggested 
means of protecting sites 
and incorporating them as 
archaeological parks in 
planned urban or touristic 
developments. 

The plans for the Zara 
area were scrapped and 
moved further south, after 
the many antiquities- sites 
were identified by the sur- 
vey. Most of the land in the 
Zara area is privately 
owned, indicating the next 
challenge of making ;ure 
that private development 
also includes a commit- 
ment to protect known 
antiquities. 

Cemeteries were the 
most common type of site, 
most of which seem to date 
from the 

Chalcoli till c/Bronze Age 
or Late Islamic/modem 
times. They were followed 
in terms of frequency by 
relatively modest, isolated 
farmsteads or haml ets that 
were often associated with 
water facilities or agricul- 
tural field systems. Several 
very long walls of indeter- 
minate function were also 
identified, along with the 
Ro man period harbour at 
Zara and a large walled site 
that is probably a Roman 
period fortification. One of 
the most significant dis- 
coveries was a very large 
settlement that may date 
from the Chalcolithic peri- 
od 14500-3300 BC), when 
the local culture predomi- 
nantly comprised open 
farming settlements. 

The variety, number, 
importance and relatively 
good state of preservation 
of the. sites indicate how 
much remains yet to be 
identified and documented 
in the Jordanian antiquities 
sector — and therefore 
how important it is to con- 
duct this kind of foot sur- 
vey in areas that are being 
designated for touristic, 
urban or agro-industrial 
development 

In fact Dr. ‘Amr told the 
Jordan Times in an inter- 
view here last week, the 
number of sites document- 
ed probably represents 
only a fraction of the total 
ancient remains still buried 
beneath the ground, for 
two reasons: first, the 
walking survey could not 



Part of the Roman harbour area (Photos courtesy Dr Khairieh ‘Amr/Department of Antiquities) 


locate every site merely by 
visual observation, and 
second, the rapid rate of 
deposition of soil in this 
area quickly covers up sur- 
face remains of sites. The 
survey team members dis- 
covered this for themselves 
several times, when they 
would document a site one 
day and several days later 
they would return to find 
the site buried beneath soil 
that had been carried by 
runoff surface water after a 
rain. The same thing hap- 
pened in reverse: They 
would find no traces of 
antiquities in an area, but a 
few days later in the same 
area they would find struc- 
tures that bad been tem- 
porarily buried beneath 
runoff soil. 

Most of the sites were 
difficult to date because of 
the lack of pottery evi- 
dence on the surface — 
partly doe to the heavy soil 
deposition rate. Less then 
50 sherds with diagnostic 
dating features were recov- 


ered 

Most of the cemeteries in 
the Sweimeh area are iden- 
tifiable by surface remains 
of stone circles or ovals, 
and seem to date from the 
Chalcolitbic/Eariy Bronze 
Age period. Some may 
have been associated with 
the important nearby Chal- 
colithic site at . Tleilat 
Ghassul- Numerous ceme- 
teries are also known along 
the Dead Sea coast from 
the Early Bronze Age. 
Excavations in the future 
will determine the exact 
age of the numerous ceme- 
teries identified 

The Sweimeh area, being 
very harsh and steep in 
places, is also significant 
for its role as a natural 
sanctuary for local 
wildlife, including quail, 
rock pigeons, doves, par- 
tridges, other birds and ani- 
mals that use dens. This 
highlights the importance 
of coordination among 
bodies in Jordan concerned 
about the protection of 


antiquities and nature sites, 
which has happened in a 
very promising manner in 
this case. 

The Zara area is the most 
important in archaeologi- 
* cal terms, due to the vari- 
ety and size of sites there. 
Most were not disturbed, 
because tbe area was off 
limits to the public foe so 
many years. Only a hand- 
ful of the graves in tbe 
entire area showed signs of 
being robbed 

Herod’s pleasure 
harbour? 

Perhaps the most exciting 
site for the general public 
is the harbour at Zara, 
which would have been 
built and used in the 
Roman period, when King 
Herod had a thermal hot 
springs complex built at 
Zara (the baths complex is 
identified by name — tbe 
Thermal Baths of Kallir- 
rfaoe — on the Madaba 
mosaic map, and its 


remains were partly exca- 
vated by a German team in 
the 1980s). 

The remains comprise 
five or six large walls (1.2 
metres wide each) parallel 
to the shoreline and built of 
well cut limestone blocs. 
The harbour remains today 
measure 150 metres long, 
but the original harbour 
was even longer; its north 
and south ends have been 
disturbed by modern bull- 
dozing activity. Part of the 
harbour facilities were cut 
out of the bedrock, includ- 
ing what appears to be a 
docking , or anchorage 
installation.. 

Some column drums and 
bases from the harbour are 
still identifiable on the 
ground, though some 
stones have been cemented 
together due to the action 
of salt, after they had tum- 
bled Into the salty water 
and remained there for cen- 
turies. Other column drums 
and bases have been identi- 
fied as decorative elements 


in local farms. Because of 
the evaporation rate and 
declining level of the Dead 
Sea, the harbour now sits 
incongruously on dry 
ground at 395' metres 
below sea level, while the 
water level of the Dead Sea 
today is at 408 metres 
below sea level. This is the 
only known harbour on tbe 
Dead Sea. 

Another important site 
discovered near Zara is an 
enormous rectangular 
structure whose external 
walls measure at least 72 x 
95 metres, located on a 
steep hillside overlooking 
the Dead Sea. A water 
channel runs near it, paral- 
lel to a wadi. This may 
have been some kind of 
military installation. The 
area also includes several 
smaller structures from the 
Gassical period, probably 
related to tbe Herodian 
baths complex. 

The Zara area continued 
in use during the Byzantine 
and Islamic eras, judging 
from building remains 
associated with pottery 
sherds from the Late 
Byzantine through the 
Umayyad, Abbasid and 
Fatimid periods (i.e.. 6th to 
12tb centuries AD). Most 
sites were isolated build- 
ings, probably farmsteads 
to judge by the many asso- 
ciated terrace walls, field 
r emains and water systems, 
including channels, cis- 
terns, and parts of a water 
mill . 

A Chalcolithic 
town? 

. Fa haps the most impor- 
tant site in archaeological 
terms (as opposed to the 
touristic value of -the har- 
bour) is an enormous town 
site with remains of walls, 
cemeteries, possible aque- 
ducts, and unidentified 
other structures and com- 
plexes. It measures over a 
kilometre long and up to 
800 metres wide. Tbe most 
frequent pottery from the 
site is Oialcolithic, but 
ceramics were also recov- 
ered from the Neolithic(?), 
Roman and Byzantine 
periods. If this is a large 
Chalcolithic settlement, it 
could be one of tbe most 


important of its kind in the 
entire Middle East, where 
known Chalcolithic settle- 
ments are predominantly 
smaller, open farming vil- 
lages like Tleilat Ghassul. 

An intriguing facility that 
is not yet well understood 
is a long, low, simple wall 
built of piled stones with- 
out mortar, which has been 
identified along a two-kilo- 
metre stretch. Above it are 
the remains of a Roman 
road that has been identi- 
fied only along an 85- 
metre stretch. The long 
wall is probably an enclo- 
sure or demarcation struc- 
ture, Dr. ‘Amr suggests, 
rather than a defensive 
wall. It crosses several 
wadis, but there is no evi- 
dence if in antiquity it was 
carried over the wadis on 
bridges or arches. 

Another important small 
site is a rectangular struc- 
ture measuring some 10 x 5 
metres, with pottery sherds 
from the Early and Middle 
Islamic eras. The Middle 
Islamic pottery is most sig- 
nificant, because such 
wares are rarely found in 
central Jordan; thus this 
site might provide valuable 
new information on a peri- 
od that is not well docu- 
mented in the Jordanian 
archaeological record. 

The southern end of the 
surveyed area showed few 
signs of ancient occupation 
other than camps, terrace 
walls, and stone circles that 
probably mark grave sites. 
There is some evidence of 
Natufian or Neolithic 
occupation associated with 
wall remains, but this can 
only be verified by excava- 
tions. 

This survey has been 
conducted and funded 
completely by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, with 
some logistical support 
from Sygma Engineering 
Company. One of the 
intriguing recommenda- 
tions that the survey team 
made to tbe government 
was to include the excava- 
tion, conservation and pro- 
tection of known sites 
within the terms of refer- 
ence of contractors who 
will provide tbe basic 
infrastructure in this area 
when it is fully developed. 


Gore sees Israel-Syna peace 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu held an 
unscheduled meeting with 
Mr. Gore late on Monday, a 
spokesman for Mr. Netany- 
ahu said. 

Earlier in the day Mr. 
Netanyahu, the hardline 
Likud Party leader known by 
the nickname “Bibi,” had 
cancelled talks with Mr. Gore 
after learning he was allotted 
only 10 minutes. 

“Gore approached Bibi 
during the state dinner at the 
Knesset (parliament) and 
apologised. He said he didn't 
realise that they only had 10 
minutes and suggested to 
meet after the dinner,*' said 
Shai Bazak, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
spokesman. 

He said the 45-minute 
meeting, attended by other 
Likud members and U.S. 
officials, was held in a friend- 
ly atmosphere. 


“They discussed what the 
Likud's position was regard- 
ing the Oslo accord and what 
action the party would take 
regarding it in the future,” 
Mr. Bazak said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has de- 
nounced the 1993 Oslo agree- 
ment, foundation-stone of 
the peace between Israel and 
the PLO, as a sell-out. 

Mr. Gore's visit came just 
two days after Secretary 
Christopher ended his latest 
shuttle mission to the region. 

Although Mr. Gore will 
not travel to Syria while in 
the Middle East, Martin In- 
dyk, the U.S. ambassador to 
Israel, said the vice presi- 
dent’s trip was aimed at 
promoting the negotiations 
between Israel and Syria. 

Mr. Indyk said Mr. Gore 
came to the region “to follow 
up on Secretary Christ- 
opher's discussions on the Sy- 


rian trade.” 

Iran said meanwhile it can 
maintain its “good and 
brotherly” ties with Syria 
even though it is opposed to 
the Arab- Israeli peace nego- 
tiations. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati said Iran 
"did not agree with the nego- 
tiations between Syria and 
the Zionist regime.” 

But Damascus and Tehran, 
whose ties he described as 
“good and brotherly,” did 
not “necessarily have to have 
identical positions on all poli- 
tical questions,” be said at a 
press conference in Kuwait. 

“It is the interest of all 
countries in the region that 
good relations between Iran 
and Syria be maintained,” 
Mr. Velayati added. 

The two countries have 
been anxious to patch over 
differences which flared 
when Iran criticsed Damas- 
cus for reopening negotia- 
tions with Israel last month. 


Russians struggle to free hostages 


(Continued from page 1) 
citing ministry officials. 

The Russian authorities 
said some 100 rebels had 
been killed, but there was no 
independent confirmation of 
fee casualties. 

Meanwhile, Chechen rebel 
spokesman Movladi Udugov 
said the bodies of more than 
200 Russian soldiers were 
lying in the streets of Pervo- 
maiskaya. 

He told Moscow Echo 
radio that 15 rebels had died 
and 14 were wounded in the 
battle. 

In Kizlyar alone, 20 people 
were failed in a day of fight- 
ing. 

Badruddin Galeyev, a 
Dagestani soldier with the 
Russian forces outside Pervo- 
maiskaya, said the troops had 
dng trenches 120 metres 
south of the village which 


they were using to target 
houses still held by the re- 
bels. 

FSB chief Mikhail Barsu- 
kov briefed President Boris 
Yeltsin by telephone on the 
progress of the battle for 
Pcrvomaiskaya. 

Mr. Barsukov and Interior 
Minister Anatoly Kulikov 
were directing operations 
near the village. 

In the devastated 

Chechen capital Grozny a 
new hostage crisis was de- 
veloping Tuesday after an un- 
identified group kidnapped 
up to 40 workers at an elec- 
tric power plant in the city's 
subsurbs. 

The head of the power 
Groznenergo company told 
AFP some 40 employees, 
most of them Russians, were 
kidnapped at dawn. 

But officials quoted by 


Russian news agencies later 
gave a figure of around. 30. 

Husseini 
warns 
of violence 

(Continued from page I) 

joint Israeli-Palestinian 
liaison committee. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
wished the Palestinians well 
in Saturday’s self-rule elec- 
tions. 

“I hope the elections will 
go properly and successfully 
and that as our neighbours, 
they will enjoy all the advan- 
tages of a free democratic 
society," said the prime 
minister. 


Iraq may consider oil plan 

(Continued from page 1) 


the Iraqi government's fall so 
it could strengthen its grip on 
the region’s oil wealth, but 
they were defeated," Salah 
A1 Mokhtar, editor in chief of 
the official A1 Jumhuriyah 
daily, told AFP. 

In Washington, Mr. Bush 
said he would have preferred 
to see President Saddam 
leave the scene after allied 
forces drove Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait and fighting 
stopped on Feb. 28, 1991. 

“The ending wasn't quite 
as clean as it might have been 
if Saddam Hussein had come 
to the tent, laid down his 
thing and maybe left office,” 
Mr. Bush said in a television 
interview broadcast Tuesday. 

After Mr. Bush left office, 
Mr. Saddam fired a pistol 
into the air in celebration. 

A member of Iraq’s gov- 
erning Baath Party, Saad 
Kassem Hammoudi, said 
"Iraq retaliated against the 
attack by rallying behind its 
leader." 

Saddam Hussein — despite 
the defection in August of his 
son-in-law and weapons 
programme architect Hussein 
Kamel Hassan — was handed 
another seven years in power 
in an Oct. 15 referendum 
ridiculed as a sham by the 
west. 

But despite defiance, Mr, 
Saddam is faced with a 
deepening economic crisis. 

Although diplomats said 
the Iraqi leadership is im- 
mune to the effects of the 
U.N. oil and trade sanctions 
imposed after the invasion of 
Kuwait, it has had to take 
austerity measures to replen- 
ish state coffers. 

“The war is continuing on 
the economic front.’ 1 street 
vendor Moayyad Judi told 
AFP. 

On Monday the govern- 


ment started for the first time 
to tax farmers for receiving 
water to irrigate their fields in 
a six- week programme aimed 
at raising two million dollars. 

Last week it announced a 
sudden hike in food prices, 
telephone rates and other 
services. 

For the first time foreign 
exchange bureaus approved 
by the state were also allowed 
this month to buy foreign 
currency on the black 
market. 

“It’s a good step which 
lifted restrictions on our acti- 
vities and which has allowed 
us to open new branches," 
Abdul Basset Abdul Jabbar, 
bead of an exchange office, 
said. 

Youth Television run by 
President Saddam's eldest 
son Uday for the first time 
reported that a moneychan- 
ger would pay the market 
rate for anyone wanting to 
repatriate funds held in 
Jordanian banks. 

The embargo deprives Iraq* 
of oil exports, which used to 
account for nearly 96 per cent 
of its foreign currency re- 
venues. 

Key members of the U.N. 
Security Council agreed 
Monday on the need to send 
a mission to Iraq to evaluate 
its humanitarian situation. 
Western diplomats said. 

In consultations in New 
York, representatives of the 
15 council member states dis- 
cussed a draft letter drawn up 
by this month's council presi- 
dent, Sir John Weston of 
Britain, based on an idea put 
forth by France, 

The United States, which 
has taken the toughest line 
against Iraq, agreed on the 
text which was to be sent in a 
few days to Secretary Gener- 
al Ghali. participants said. 


Sudanese minister leaves 


Turkish 


for UJV. with complaints 




Sudanese Foreign 

AH Osman Mohammad Tal 
has left for New York 
complain to the U.N. Seen 
ity Council about cross-bc 
der attacks by neigh bourn 
Ethiopia, a local newspap 
reported on Tuesday. 

The privately-owned dai 
Akhbar A1 Youm said M 
Taha was carrying a file ft 
of what it said wer 
Ethiopia’s plots and attacl 
against Sudan. 

The Khartoum goven 
ment last Friday requested 2 
urgent council meeting 1 
look into, its complaints tin 
Ethiopian troops had recen 
ly attacked Basil am area i 
fee town of Gedaref about ' 
kilometres north of the bo 
der, and shelled other arts 
with artillery. 

Gedaref is one of Sudan 
most populous and proda 
five states. Most of tbe com 
try’s staple food sorgirum s 
well as sesame, groundntr 
and cotton are grown then 

Ethiopia, which has denie 
the charges, told the U.fr 
Security Council on Month 
Sudan had accused it c 


aggression only to divert 
attention from an Ethiopian 
request for council action on 
Khartoum’s alleged involve- 
ment in an assassination 
attempt against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Relations between Khar- 
toum and Addis Ababa hit a 
low last year after Ethiopia 
accused Sudan of harbouring 
fee gunmen charged with 
frying to kill Egypt’s Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Aba- 
ba in June. 

The council was expected 
to hold closed-door consulta- 
tion on Tuesday on the 
Ethiopian request for a meet- 


ing. A council source said 
Mr. Taha was on his way to 
New York and was expected 
to meet council members in- 
formally Wednesday. 

Akhbar A1 Youm said 
Sudan’s Ambassador to 
Ethiopia Osman A1 Saeed 
had handed a letter of protest 
from Sudanese President 
Lieutenant General Omar 
Hasan AJ Bashir to Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi. 

Gen. Bashir demanded 2 m 
immediate withdrawal of 
Ethiopian troops from 
Sudanese territories and cal- 
led on Mr. Zenawi to refrain 
from the use of force in set- 
tling regional disputes, the 
paper said. 

Meanwhile, the general 
mobilisation declared in 
Gedaref is in foil swing. 

State Governor A1 Sharif 
Ahmad Omar Badr said 
citizens were being trained 
and aimed at tbe camps of 
the Popular Defence Force, a 
paramilitary force formed in 

Novet her 1989, tbe govern- 
ment daily A1 Sudan A1 
Hadife said Tuesday. 

Mr. Badr said the “new 
world order" — usually a 
reference to the United 
State — had planned tbe 
Etinorpian attack a$ a way to 
destabilise Sudan through its 
neighbours. He warned that 
Gedare would become “tbe 
graveyard of the invaders.” 

Sudanese television re- 
ported feat Major General 
Mohammad Abdalla 
Oweida, chairman of the 
seemity and defence commit- 
tee in Sudan's appointed par- 
liament, has implicated the 
1 cuv 1 duuu. ’’""pie’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) and other 
opposition Sudanese groups 
in the alleged Ethiopi an 

attacks. 


journalist 
killed in 
custody 

ISTANBUL (R) — A Tur- 
kish minister investigating 
the death of a left-wing jour- 
nalist said on Tuesday the 
27-year-old reporter "died 
while in police custody. 

“What is clea5r is that 
Metin (Goktepe) was taken 
into custody and he was kil- 
led in custody,” State Minis- 
ter for Human Rights Adnan 
Ekmen told a news confer- 
ence broadcast on the private 
ATV channel. 

Although Mr. Ekmen did 
not openly say feat police had 
killed Goktepe as human 
rights monitors and lawyers 
charge, this was the first offi- 
cial confirmation Goktepe 
had been in police custody in 
a sports complex at the time 
of his death. 

“The killing incident took 
place in the stadium. The 
stadium was being protected 
and controlled by the 
police," Mr. Ekmen said. 

Goktepe’s body was found 
on Jan. 8 after witnesses, 
including journalists from 
mainstream newspapers, said 
he was detained by police 
while covering the funeral of 
leftist militants killed in a 
prison riot. 

Turkish police have said 
the journalist was not among 
the scores of people picked 
up at the funeral and brought 
to fee Eyup gymnasium — 
which is within the sports 
complex — for an identity 
check. 

According to the official 
autopsy report obtained by 
Reuters, Goktepe died from 
a brain haemorrhage caused 
by blows to the head. 



a Economy 


Life-long education needed 
in globalised world — OECD 


V 
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PARIS (AFP) — Changes in 
education policy will be 
needed to foster a culture of 
“lifelone learning** required 
to keep OECD economies 
competitive in an increasingly 
information-dominated glob- 
al world economy, the 
OECD said Tuesday. 

Education ministers of 25- 
nation Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) began 
two-da, of talks here Tues- 
day in a bid to lay down a 
common strategy for joint* 
public and private sector 
efforts towards this end. 
Hungary, Sooth Korea, Po- 
land, Russia and the Slovak 
Republic are attending as 
observers. 

• Discussion papers pre- 
pared for the meeting say a 
phift in education and brain- 
ing policies must be part of 
action to fight the current 
‘‘unacceptably high” level of 
unemployment in the OECD 
area. 

! OECD officials said a 
broad consensus has been 
built over the past few years 
bn the need to provide 
opportunities, access, as well 
as encouragement and 
motivation, for people of all 
ages to continue learning 


throughout their lifetime — 
from childhood to retire- 
ment. 

“Low levels of education in 
the workforce can limit the 
participation of OECD eco- 
nomies in expanding global 
markets,” according to docu- 
mentation prepared for the 
talks. 

In addition to the prob- 
lem's economic dimension, 
the papers also highlighted its 
social aspects, pointing out 
that inadequate skill levels 
“can threaten social cohe- 
sion” in OECD countries. 

High jobless rates in the 
1990s have indeed caused 
heightened concerns about 
future job prospects, margi- 
nalisation and “social exclu- 
sion,” the OECD said. 

A new focus for education 
and ■ training policies would 
not only contribute to jobs 
but to culture and democracy 
as well, and help preserve 
social cohesion, it said. 

In a recent study, OECD 
experts detected “serious 
limitations in the literacy 
skills of a large proportion of 
the workforce” in several 
OECD countries. 

They said this, together 
with high jobless rates, made 
it “urgent” to develop life- 


long learning, both on the 
workplace and in schooling 
institutions “with dose links 
to the outside world.” 

The ministers, chaired by 
Australia's Employment, 
Education and Planning 
Minister Simon Crean, will 
look at how the concept of 
lifelong learning can be pot 
into practice. 

They will discuss ways of* 
ensuring that the extent and 
quality of pre-primary, prim- 
ary and secondary education 
provide a foundation for all 
citizens to obtain the 
academic and vocational 
qualification they need for 
their work and for continuous 
learning. 

They wfl] take a closer look 
at how to improve the transi- 
tion between education and 
work and higher education, 
as well as the learning oppor- 
tunities offered adults at pre- 
sent. 

And they wfl] discuss bow 
“all partners" — including 
governments, employers, 
trade onions, teachers and 
trainers, and the learners 
themselves — could play a 
role and share responsibilities 
in creating and financing 
opportunities for lifelong 
learning. 


The OECD said lifelong, 
learning could produce high 
individual and social returns 
“but the financial costs wfl] 
be substantial too,” requiring 
mobilisation of additional re- 
sources. 

The ministers would there- 
fore also look at “principles 
for equitable cost sharing” 
and incentives for mobilising 
private sector resources, it 
said. 

Illustrating the scope of the 
problem, it said provision of 
early childhoold education, 
considered essential to 
schooling and lifelong learn- 
ing, remained “patchy” in 
most countries. 

The rate of drop-outs from 
upper secondary education 
remains a problem in all 

OECD countries. 

While enrolment in higher 
education was growing, 
although large disparities re- 
mained inside the OECD, 
this raised questions about 
quality and financing. 

And, despite a large de- 
mand for adult education, 
most workers were still not 
receiving “even a day of 
employer-sponsored train- 
ing’' per calendar year, the 
OECD said. 


Yemenis pay more for gas, 
electricity in new price hike 


.SANAA (Agencies) — 
Yemenis, among the world's 
poorest people, paid more 
Tuesday for gasoline, cook- 
ing gas and electricity follow- 
ing a new price hike called for 
by economic reforms. 

A litre of gasoline in- 
creased 75 per cent from 12 
riyals to 21 ;S riyais (24 cents 
to 43 cents) and a bottle of 
propane gas sold for 250 
riyals (SS) compared to DO 
riyals ($2.6). " 

A litre of gasoil tripled 
from three riyals to nine 
riyals (six cents to 18 cents). 
Electricity, water and tele- 
phone rates have each in- 
creased 100 per cent this 
month. 


The price hike, although it 
was not announced publicly, 
took effect late Monday after 
the Yemeni cabinet increased 
by 20 per cent the salaries of 
civil servants, an increase re- 
troactive to Jan. 1. 

According to Reuter. 
Yemenis are queueing for 
bread in the capital Sanaa 
and other main cities because 
of shortages of wheat and 
flour and bakeries are charg- 
ing five times the normal 
price. 

The official price of a loaf 
is still one riyal (less than one 
U.S. cent), but -bakeries are 
selling it for five riyals. Half 
the capital's bakeries are 
closed; residents said. 


The government has been 
gradually increasing the 
prices of basic goods and 
services since the beginning 
of the year as part of an 
economic reform programme 
agreed with the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund. The reforms are 
due to be completed over the 
coming 15 months. 

The government has 
already increased the prices 
of such items as locally-made 
cigarettes, international tele- 
phone calls, fuel, diesel and 
kerosene by between eight 
and 200 per cent. 

Economic sources said 
they expected the official 


price of bread to be tripled to 
three riyals. 

They said the government 
was also expected to increase 
the official price of subsidised 
wheat and flour by about 160 
per cent to around 850 riyals 
for a 50 kilogramme sack of 
wheat form the present 315 
riyals and 325 riyals for flour. 

Both commodities are in 
short supply, and the parlia- 
ment Monday urged the gov- 
ernment “to take drastic me- 
asures against those responsi- 
ble for die crisis, being mer- 
chants or government em- 
ployees, regardless of their 
posts,” Sanaa Television 
said. 


Farizto 
follow 
same 
policy of 
Nabulsi 

AMMAN (Petra) — Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Gov- 
ernor Ziyad Fariz Tuesday 
said he will follow the same 
policy charted by his prede- 
cessor Mohammad Said 
Nabulsi to ensure stability of 
the local currency exchange 
rate and building up foreign 
currency reserves. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
president and members of the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (ACC), Dr. Fariz said 
the CRTs credit policy was 
very flexible and he exprep 
ed readiness to meet with 
representatives of the various 
trade and industrial sectors. 

He called on the commer- 
cial sector to play an active 
role in exporting Jordanian 
products. ACC President 
Haidar Murad stressed the 
importance of ensuring sta- 
bility of local currency ex- 
change rate, and noted its 
positive effects in attracting 
foreign currency and invest- 
ments. He called for finding a 
solution to the bouncing che- 
ques problem, and pledged 
the chamber’s support for the 
CBJ efforts to ensure the 
stability of the currency ex- 
change rate and building up 
foreign currency reserve. 

Dr. Fariz also met with 
Speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Pariiament, 
who stressed the importance 
of enhancing cooperation be- 
tween the CBJ and the leg- 
islative power. 

On Monday, Dr. Fariz dis- 
cussed with brokers at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) the negative impact 
of high interest rates on the 
circulation and prices of 
shares at the AFM. 

Dr., Fariz said increasing 
interest rates aims to serve 
economic objectives and 
noted that the industrial sec- 
tor would not be affected by 
the rise of interest rate on 
local currency savings. 
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U.S. Vice President A1 Gore, on a short purchase a lamp made for the upcoming 
tour of Islamic Cairo Monday, stops at a Muslim feast of Ram a da n (Reuters 
$hop in the medieval part of town to photo) (See story on page 9) 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanri Arnold and MBm ArgMon 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


Iraq imposes tax on Irrigation 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
began to collect tax on irriga- 
tion for the first time Monday 
in the hope of generating $2 
million for the state treasury. 

Irrigation Minister 
Mahmoud Diab said the tax, 
which will take one and a half 
months to collect, should 
raise 6.2 billion dinars ($2 
million on the black market). 

He told the daily AI Qadis- 


siya newspaper that the 
money would be used to im- 
prove Iraq’s irrigation system 
and maintain water pumps. 

Until now Iraqi termers 
have been able to use the 
countries' irrigation networks 
and pumps free of charge. 

Now they must pay 1,000 
dinars (33 cents) for eveiy 
2,500 square metres of culti- 
vated land they own, and half 


that rate for uncultivated 
land. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hdssein announced austerity 
measures for 1996 in a bid to 
halt the collapse of the dinar, 
which has been in free tell 
since the United Nations im- 
posed economic sanctions on 
Baghdad after its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 


THE Daily Crossword by Norman S. Wizer 


ACROSS 
1 Out of shape 
5 Certain 
conveyance 

10 Persian title 

14 American 
playwright 

15 Related 
maternally 

16 Whet 

17 Pasture sounds 

18 Musical interval 

19 Ttyri Man’s dog 

20 Margaret 

23 Peachy 

24 Transactions 

25 Instrument 

29 Perverse guy 

31 Fabulist 

32 Rows 

34 Magical 

37 Peggy 

41 Charge for 
sen/ices 

42 Author Baldwin 

43 Think 

44 Record 

46 Caper 

47 Boat or table 
start 

50 Spread 

52 Meg 

59 Type of type: 
abbr. 

60 Chicago airport 

61 Slippery 

62 Roman 
statesman 

63 Fuel transport 

64 Line starter? 

65 Was aware 

66 Voluminous 
volumes 

67 Wild guess 

DOWN 

1 Tibetan holy 
man 


3 Catty remark 

4 Grenada gelt 

5 "Neither a 
borrower nor 
a — be” 

6 In readiness 

7 Principle 

8 Aleutian island 


1 2 3 4 


5 6 7 a S 


IIO 11 1 Z 


|2S 126 IZ7 128 


|47 1 48 49 


1 55 156 157 


9 1996 Tribute Media Services. Inc. 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


9 Oven for 
annealing glass 

10 Disgraces 

1 1 Biblical prophet 

12 Conductor 
Dorati 

13 Is in charge 

21 Giraffe's cousin 

22 OB's objectives 

25 Abuse 

26 African river 

27 Words of 
understanding 

28 Cruise 

29 Gator relative 

30 Gl hangout 

32 Give the eye 

33 Wonder 


35 Anglo-Saxon 
laborer 

36 Belgian river 

38 Fuzz 

39 Mother hen, e.g. 

40 Auditor, at times 

44 Candle makings 

45 Irving or Lowed 


— PnaianB hobo 
ranm a anniaa □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□bqeqqq 

oqqbqddqq □□□□□ 

□□ODD □□□□□ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□ J 
□□□□ □□□□□ DUE 

nnnnn sanaBBaaaB 
ana qqqUQ □□□□ 
QBQEIQ □□□□□□ 
QDQBQ □□□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□UQD □□□□ 
QBQQ □□□□13 □□□□ 

■BBMmnBa anna 


46 Some are bum 

47 Adhere 

48 Great achiever 

49 Puff up 

50 Sacred song 

51 "—Grows in 
Brooklyn" 


53 Bottom 

54 Akron's state 

55 Checkers 
selection 

56 Sura! 

57 Vocal range 

58 Vladivostok veto 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 





Now arrange itie circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here . 


“My dentist gave me' Novocain in my 
ears, so I didn't feel any pain listening to 
his assistant whine about her boyfriend.” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: QUASH BAKED HICCUP UPKEEP 
Answer A bronco rider doesn't get it when he gets 
it — A QUICK BUCK 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, JANUARY 17, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't worry over some anxiety 
which you can do nothing about 
otherwise you get very little else 
completed which is constructive. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't air your personal concerns 
to trends who are hardly in the 
meed to listen to them at the 
time or you could cause differ- 
ences. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be painstaking in handling' your 
duties today but don’t expect 
excepting to go very smoothly for 
you as you had expected. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You do not want to 
make some changes which would 
be detrimental to your progress 
at this time so do something 
about it. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Postpone that discussion with the 
one you love until you have all 
the facts straight. Don't get in- 
volved in a business venture at 
this time without some assist- 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This is not a good day 
today to take a fellow associate 
to task for something you feet is 
not being handled 1 in a proper 
manner. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't make any changes 
in your environment at this time 
even though you are tempted to 
do so you may be upsetting an 
already good situation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You may And it 
difficult to have the good time 
you had envisioned today, so 
keep busy at constructive activi- 
ties which are necessary. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get something 
pleasant going at home at this 
time to offset conditions which 
exist there which you do not 
much care for. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Control your temper 
no matter what may arise today 
which could be disturbing to you. 
Be most careful if you take a trip 
with your loved ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Plan how to keep 
your property up without incur- 
ring added expenses. This is not 
a good day today to take risks, 
especially involving money. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March . 
20) Try not to be too demanding? 
with those who are important in] 
your life today. This is not a good 
day or evening for social gather- 
ings. i 


Birtfastooe of January: Garnet - 
Rose Quartz 
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Gore preaches free enterprise in Cairo market 







CAIRO (R) — U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore dived into 
. Cairo’s crowded medieval 
quarter Monday to preach 
: ,the gospel of free enterprise 
>in the ancient city's teeming 
arket 

Mr. Gore, whose one-day 
risit to Egypt was aimed at 
itomoting a fledgling 
igyptian-American “part- 
ership for economic 
vth,” spoke to lamp sel- 
and cloth merchants in 
shadow of Cairo’s 900- 
’-old city walls. 

The vice president met two 
beneficiaries of a U.S. 
;cheme offering loans to 
snail businesses, which in 
£&igypt have little or no chance 
‘getting financial help from 
ial banks. 

“Small businesses and... 


micro-enterprises create most 
of the new jobs in any eco- 
nomy,” said Mr. Gore, who 
earlier Monday discussed the 
progress of Egypt’s economic 
reforms with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“So these kinds of enter- 
prises are crucial for dealing 
with the unemployment 
problem," he told reporters. 

Mr. Gore spoke to Ahmad 
Mohammad Mahmoud, 29, 
selling brass mousetraps and 
ornate lanterns, the tradition- 
al gifts during the imminent 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan, by the fortified 
11th century gate of Bab 
Zuweila. 

Mr. Mahmoud, paying 
back in monthly instalments a 
1*500 pound loan ($440) from 
the U.S. Agency for Intema- 


t ion at Development 
(USAID), offered Mr. Gore 
a personally inscribed lamp. 

“Egypt's population is 
growing so rapidly that the 
economy has to produce 
more and more jobs each 
year,” Mr. Gore said, 
echoing recent comments of 
Egypt's new Prime Minister 
Kamal Ganzouri. 

“Privatisation, economic 
reforms especially with a 
focus on micro-enterprises 
and small businesses repre- 
sents the best way to create a 
lot of new jobs here,” he 
said. 

Mr. Ganzouri and his 
economic minister have taken 
the country by surprise with 
daily promises of accelerated 
privatisation, new investment 
incentives and less 


bureaucracy with an eye to 
increasing economic growth 
to at least eight per cent a 
year. 

But the cabinet faces an 
uphill struggle finding jobs 
for the hundreds of 
thousands of youth who pour 
into Egypt's already bursting 
labour market every year. 


Mr. Mahmoud and cloth- 
maker AI Sayyid Mohammad 
A1 Sayyid, who bought new 
materials and hired an extra 
labourer with the 1,000 
pounds borrowed from 
USAID, agreed the loans 
boosted business. 

“It’s a very good idea to 
support the small 
businesses,” said Mr. Sayyid. 


"Without help they could die 
away." 

“But it’s a problem to pay 
back in such short time,” 
added Mr. Mahmoud, who 
said he was repaying his loan 
over eight months at an 
annual interest of around 15 
per cent — three times the 
official inflation rate. 
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Beirut Stock Exchange 
to start trading Monday 


BEIRUT (R) — The Beirut 
Stock Exchange (BSE) 
announced Tuesday it would 
resume trading next Monday 
after shotting down nearly 13 
years ago during Lebanon’s 
civil war. 

“We start cm the 22nd,” 
said exchange chairman Gab- 
riel Sehnaooi, who has work- 
ed 18 months to prepare the 


Beirut financiers hailed the 
announcement as a major 
event in the reemergence of 
Lebanon’s financial markets 
after the 1975-90 rivO war. 

“The reopening of the 
stock exchange is of prime 
importance to Lebanon. The 
only way we can hope to 
rebuild the country is by 
opening up our capital mar- 
kets,” a Beirut banker com- 
mented. 

Mr. Sehnaoui said trading 
will start in four or five of the 
42 stocks listed before the 
1983 shutdown, when the 
BSE was the most active ex- 
change in the Middle East 
and Beirut was its top finan- 
cial centre funnelling Arab 
oil money to the West. 


The stock will include two 
cement companies, an indust- 
rial piping manufacturer and 
the famed Casino Du Uban 
gambling and entertainment 
centre that is preparing to 
reopen in the spring. 

Mr. Sehnaoui said more 
than 10 companies had ap- 
plied for relisting but not all 
had time to comply with the 
exchange’s revised by-laws 
which received final official 
approval only on Dec. 21. 

Sotidere, Lebanon's big- 
gest company which is re- 
building central Beirut, has 
not applied for listing and its 
shares will continue to be 
traded on the rival Beirut 
Secondary Market which 
operates privately under the 
auspices of the central bank. 

The 10-member stock ex- 
change committee appointed 
in July 1994 to reopen the 
market experienced repeated 
delays. 

Last September it inaugu- 
rated new premises in a west 
Beirut office block but trad- 
ing was delayed at the last 
minute for three more 
months when a court ordered 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES ' 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3644/54 

1.4562/72 

1.6316/26 

1.1720/30 

29.93/97 

4.9773/23 

1577.7/9.2 

105.76/86 

6.6210/10 

6.3850/00 

5.6273/73 

1.4250/60 

0.7430/35 

7.7318/28 


One sterling $1.5392/02 
One ounce of gold $397.50/398.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian Cranes 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


a new round of consultations 
and adjustments to die by- 
laws. 

The exchange will have 
three tiers: An official mar- 
ket for companies over $3 
million capita], a junior mar- 
ket for those with S1-S3 mil- 
lion capital and an over-the- 
counter market for th ose 
with $500, 000-$ 1 million 
capital. 

It will operate by a daily 
fixing on a state-of-the-art 
computerised system instal- 
led by the Paris Bourse with- 
the help of French govern- 
ment funding. 

“This will open the way for 
a lot of institutional investors 
abroad who are interested in 
Lebanon but could not invest 
before because they barred 
from investing in non-listed 
companies,” a Beirut finan- 
cier said. 

However, another finan- 
cier expected trading would 
be quiet. 

He said Beirut interest 
rates were high, the local 
financial market was small 
and thin and currently illiquid 
and foreign investors were 
unlikely to jump at the listed 
companies. 

“This will make it more 
practical and interesting for 
foreigners to invest than be- 
fore but I don’t think fore- 
igners are waiting to get into 
these four shares,” he said. 

“I think it will be a quiet 
opening. It won’t be like, 
when trading in Solidere 
opened. The atmosphere is 
different today and with high 
interest rates like we have, 
who is going to invest in 
shares?” the financier added. 
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Abdali exchange expansion to provide 
5,000 new phone lines 

irie FIVE THOUSAND new lines will be added to the 
Abdati telephone exchange next month. Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation Director-General Walid Dweifc has said. 
He said the expansion was necessitated by the increasing 
demand from foe areas covered by the exchange. The new 
lines will be provided according to order of applications 
received in the past although a quarter of the lines will be 
given to new applicants paying triple the normal charge, 
Mr. Dweik said. The corporation is working on the 
expansion of telephone exchanges in a number of areas 
whereby there will be 1,000 additional lines in Salt, another 
1,000 lines in Madaba and 608 in J crash. Meanwhile, the 
minister of post and communications said that the board of 
directors of the Commission for Organising the Com- 
munications Sector has agreed to allow the company 
offering the cellular phone services to give to its subscri- 
bers, on a voluntary basis, the number of the calling 
person. Such an additional service to let the subscriber 
know the calling party, either from another cellular phone 
or a fixed telephone, would cost a maximum of JD 10 per 
month, the minister said. He revealed that studies are 
being conducted to enable the corporation provide this 
additional service to its subscribers on the ordinary 
telephone in the near future (Al Ra’i). 

France offers to finance study if 
project is awarded to French firm 

-fr-fr IT HAS been learnt that the French government has 
given the Municipality of Greater Amman a grant equiva- 
lent to JD 360,000 to finance the study on setting up a waste 
dump site in Russeifa at an approximate cost of JD 20 
million. Sources at the municipality said the grant would be 
considered, after receiving it officially, along with other 
offers presented by 18 foreign companies to conduct the 
study. The French grant is conditioned upon the project 
being awarded to a French company. The study, expected 
to last six months, will be followed by a period when 
financing will be sought for the project that will produce 
fertilizer and other organic materials used in agriculture in 
addition to other benefits (Al Ra’i). 

Rifai expects $250m in foreign 
investment at AFM this year 

☆☆ INVESTMENT PROMOTION Department (IPD) 
Director-General Taleb Rifai expects foreign investment at 
the Amman Financial Market to increase §250 million this 
year. He predicted that the largest portions of these 
investments will be for countries of North America, 
Europe and Canada as well as all major capitalist countries. 
He attributed the expected increase to the new investment 
law which opened the door to non-Jordanians as neVer 
before and to meetings between foreign fund managers 
with the concerned authorities in the country. Dr. Rifai 
indicated that 44 new investment projects would be 
presented to the Higher Council for Investment (HCI) at 
its next meeting for approval. Most of the projects were in 
the tourism, agricultural and animal wealth sectors. Dr. 
Rifai revealed that the IPD would be issuing a monthly 
publication that would include ail economic indicators 
related to investments. He said that from the beginning of 
this year the IPD has become a financially and administra- 
tively independent corporation directly under the HCI, 
which is headed by the prime minister. 

Anti-monopoly law in the making 

* 

•frfr INFORMED SOURCES at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade said that a committee of experts was entrusted 
with preparing an anti-monopoly law to contribute to 
investment promotion and to be in line with Jordan's free 
trade policy. The committee is expected to complete its 
work within a month based on studies of such a law in some 
Arab and foreign countries. Such studies would provide the 
basis for Jordan to benefit from others’ experiences and to 
produce a law without any loopholes in it (Al Ra’i). 
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Pierce celebrates 
birthday but eyes Seles 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) 
— Defending Australian 
Open champion Maiy Pierce 
celebrated her birthday a day 
late on Tuesday by smashing 
her way into the second 
round but she admitted top- 

• seed Monica Seles could 
eventually min the party. 

Piercfe,.who turned 21 on 
Mondays, dispatched Au- 
strian Petra Schwarz in 
straight sets at Flinders Park 
but it was world joint number 
•one Seles who was on the 
title-holder's mind at a post- 
match news conference. 

“It's great she’s back and 
she’s playing really well,” 
Pierce said of American 
- Seles, who had earlier ex- 
tended her perfect Australian 
. Open record with a ruthless 
■ first-round win. 

• Seles, ignoring pain from a 
. lingering groin strain, beat 
: qualifier and compatriot 
-■ Janety Lee 6-3, 6-0 in a one- 
> sided centre court tussle last- 
.. ing 46 minutes. 

Seles is playing in only her 
fourth tournament since re- 
turning to tennis following a 
28-month absence after being 
stabbed by a crazed fan in 
Hamburg in April 1993. 

Her victory took her re-, 
cord to 22-0 in Melbourne, 
where she won the last of her 
eight Grand Slam tides three 
years ago. 

“I think it’s really exciting 
(Seles is back). She is a great 
player,” said Pierce, who 
beat Schwarz 6-3, 6-1 in a 
match that at times tilted the 
Austrian's way but never 
threatened an upset. Pierce 
plays Russian Elena Likhovt- 
seva in the next round. 

Seles, who faces lowly- 
ranked Slovak Katarina 
Studenikova in the second 
round, said she felt twinges of 
pain from an injury she sus- 
tained on the way to winning 
the Peters International title 
in Sydney on Sunday. 

“There were a few times 
when 1 felt it a little bit but X 
tried to use a bit of mind over 
matter out there,” said Seles, 
who shares the number-one 
ranking with Germany's Stef- 
fi Graf. Graf is absent from 
this tournament because of a 
foot injury. 

Seles said she restricted her 
movement at time to elimin- 
ate the risk of aggravating the 
"'muscle strain,' adding: 

■ "There were a few occasions 
when I let a ball go rather 
than lunge at it. 

“I still practise wearing 
some strapping and I am still 
having treatment twice a 
day/’ 

After two days, two seeded 
women's players have suc- 
cumbed in the first round. 
American 14th seed Amy 
Frazier was beaten on Tues- 
day by Austrian Barbara 
Schett 4-6, 7-5, 9-7. Twelfth 
seed Natasha Zvereva of Be- 
larus bowed out on Monday. 

World number two Con- 
chi ta Martinez outclassed 
Britain’s hard-working Clare 
Wood, clinching the match 
with an ace to win 6-4, 6-1. 
Though Wood managed ta 
break Martinez in the second 
set, the Spaniard never 
looked troubled. 

Fifth-seeded Kimiko Date 
of Japan and Croatia's Iva 
Majoli. seeded seven, also 
had comfortable first-round 
wins. 

Date overwhelmed Mex- 
ico's Angelica Gavaldon 6-2, 
6-0, while Majoli overcame 
Russian Elena Makarova 6-4, 
6 - 2 . 

Date was surprised by. the 
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World No. 1 Monica Seles waves to the centre coart crowd 
after her first roond match against Janet Lee of the U.S. at 
the Australian Open hi Melbourne (Reuters photo) 
margin of victory in her first ed up the pressure on Becker 


game after hurting her hip in 
the Sydney Tournament last 
week. “I didn't think it was 


going to be that easy but it 40. 


and broke the German's 
windmill serve with a back- 
hand crosscourt volley at 30- 


tumed out that way,” die 
told reporters. 

Meanwhle, Boris Becker 
came back to defuse bullet- 
serving Briton Greg Rusedslti 
in a gripping five-set struggle 
at the Australian Open late 
Tuesday. 

The German fourth seed, 
fighting to avert a hat-trick of 
first round crashes at the 
Australian Open, clawed 
back to beat 33rd-ranked 
Rusedski 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3 in 169 minutes before a 
roaring pro-Becker crowd. 


Rusedski's serve was fall- 
ing away and recharged 
Barker broke him again in 
the ninth game for the match. 

“I’m pretty pleased with 
my' performance overall.” 
Rusedski said laster. 

He thought he had a "a few 
chances” particularly in the 
fourth set when he was serv- 
ing well, but Becker turned 
the match around with a high 
overhead shot. 

“He showed why he is a 
great player... and great play- 
ers can manage to turn those 


Australian Open 


Becker came into this test- 
ing opening round encounter 
having been dumped out at 
fhe first hurdle in the 1993 
Open by Anders Janyd and 
last year by Patrick McEnroe 
— he stayed behind in 
Europe for the birth of his 
first child in 1994.- - f 

"I feel as if I have broken a 
jinx here,” Becker said after- 
wards. "After taking control 
in the first set my mind began 
to wander and I was actually 
thinking more about my past 
experiences here than on the 
match. 

It was Becker’s 29th win in 
five sets and set him up for a 
second round meeting with 
20-y ear-old Swede Thomas 
Johansson. 

Rusedski lost the opening 
set, but the power of his 
left-handed thunderbolts 
soon became apparent as be 
pushed Becker into making 
errors. 

Rusedski, who docked last 
season’s fastest serve at 220 
kilometres per hour, fired 
down a 217kph serve in the 
second set and another at 
213kph in the third set. 

Canadian- born Rusedski, 
who became a British nation- 
al last June and played for his 
adopted home at Wimble- 
don, broke Becker in the 
eighth game of the second set 
for 5-3 and then served it out 
to level a set all. 

• With this confidence rising, 
22-year-old Rusedski crank- 


matches around,” Rusedski 
said. 

After the first round only 
Dutch 16th seed Paul 
Haarhuis has been eliminated 
by Belgian Filip Dewulf in 
the men's- draw. 

Top seed Pete Sampras* 
had a convincing straight set 
victory taking out Australian 
Richard Fromberg 7-5, 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

No. 3 Thomas Muster was 
untroubled against French- 
man Thierry Guardiola, win- 
ning 6-3, 6-3, 6-2, and Swed- 
ish seventh seed Thomas En- 
qvist overcame German Marc 
Goellner, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Former world number one 
Stefan Edberg, inspired by 
thousands of emotional sup- 
porters, narrowly avoided 
first-round defeat in a match 
marking the start of the 
Swede’s final Grand Slam 
tour. 

Edberg, competing in his 
last open at Flinders Park, 
drew an over-capacity crowd 
to the venue’s number one 
court as he fought a see- 
sawing five-set duel with 
Czech Jiri Novak, whose 
powerful serves and passing 
shots threatened an upset. 

But the crowd, many of 
them perched on the court’s 
walled perimeter, urged 
Edberg on, virtually willing 
him to take the final set and 
the match 7-6, 7-5, 3-6, 5-7, 
6-1 in a completely one-sided 
show of support. 


Tunisia’s chances of 
qualifying take big knock 


PORT ELIZABETH (AFP) 
— ■ Tunisia’s chances of qual- 
ifying for the quarter-finals of 
the African Nations Cup took 
a severe jolt here on Tuesday 
. after they could only draw 1-1 
with unfanried Mozambique. 

With Ghana and Ivory 
Coast, two of the strongest 
teams in the competition, 
also in Group D, Tunisia 
might regret their failure to 
beat the former Portuguese 
colony. 

In just the fifth minute, 
Mozambique's Manuel 
Bucuane bustled past a de- 
fender on the left, cut inside, 
. sold a dummy to defender 
Fetid Chouchane, and beat 
keeper Chokri El Ouaer. 

But Tunisia were rewarded 
with constant pressure — 
they could have scored three 
or four by the break — in the 
35th minute. 

A Zoubeir Beya freekick 
from the left was floated into 
the box and Hedi Ben 
Rekhissa nodded home. 

However, the match be- 
came scrappy in the second 
half with few chances for 
either side, though Tunisia 


were mainly on top. And 
Tunisian players began to 
show their frustration by 
feigning injury on several 
occasions. 

El Kass double 
earns Egypt win 

In Johannesburg. Egypt's 
Ahmed El Kass launched 
Egypt into second spot in 
Group A of the African Na- 
tions Cup with a 2-1 win over 
outsiders Angola here on 
Monday. 

The 31-year-old El 
Zamalek player hit two goals 
from the same spot in the 
30th and 33rd minutes — one 
a downward header, the 
other a shot, but both from 
crosses from the right from 
Yasser Radwan. 

South Africa top Group A 
Because of their 3-0 win over 
Cameroon on Saturday, but 
Ruud Krol’s team are now 
also in the driving seat to 
qualify for the quarter-finals. 

Three-times champions 
Egypt, always more orga- 
nised and disciplined than 
their southern Africa onnn- 


nents, did weii to hang on ot 
their advantage as lively 
Angola came more into the 
match. 

But in the 79th mintue, 
Quinzinho latched on to a 
cross from the right to rifle a 
half-volley into the roof of 
the net to give Egypt a scare 
over the final mintues. 

The real test for both sides 
comes when they meet South 
Africa — Angola on Janaury 
20, and Egypt on January 24, 
both games in Johannesburg. 

Nigeria in Nations Cup black- 
oat: Official national radio 
and television stations here 
have damped a total black- 
out on the African Nations 
Cup, after the holders Niger- 
ia refused to take part. 

Since the competition 
opened on Saturday in South 
Africa, neither the national 
radio nor television have re- 
ported the matches played so 
far. No official explanation 
has so far been offered for 
the blackout. 


Wihdat refuse to play 
against Kfar Kana team 

. . V, • By Tareq Ayyoab 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Israeh-Arab soccer team of Kfar Kana, 
who arrived here Sunday on a several-day visit, will play 
against the Kingdom's national junior team on Wednesday 
making it the first encounter between Jordanian and Israeli 
soccer teams, the dob's chairman Faisal AJ Khateeb said. 

The team was scheduled to play against A1 Wihdafs 
team, bnt officials at A1 Wihdat cancelled the match, 
a p par e n t l y because the visiting dub includes Israeli play- 
ers. Officials al A1 Wihdat told the Jordan Times excluding 
the Israeli players from Kfar Kana is a prerequest for a 
soccer match to take place between the two dubs. 

“Our team includes Muslim, Christian and Jewish 
playere,”- said Mr. Khateeb. “Wc are not ready to 
eliminate any of our Jewish players in any match with any 
Jordanian dobs” be added. 

The visit by Kfar Kana to Amman was the first visit by 
Israel club since the signing of the landmark peace accord 
between Jordan and Israel in Oct. 26, 1994. The dub, 
which occupies first place in the third division of the Israeli 
soccer league, was established in 1970. Alongside its Arab 
and Israeli players it also indudes two players from 
Argentina. 

“We are happy to be the first Arab-Israeli dub to visit 
the Kingdom since the signing of the peace accord. We 
look upon enhancing the cooperation and friendship 
between Jordan and Israeli- Arab dubs,” Mr. Khateeb 
said in a telephone interview. He added that invitations 
were extended to Al Wihdat and Al Faisali dubs to visit 
Israel and to play with Arab dubs there. 

Last April. Al Wihdat visited the Palestinian self-rale 
areas in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and played several 
matches with Palestinian soccer dubs. They also visited 
Kfar Kana in Israel but no game was played between the 
two dubs. 

Commenting on the cancellation of the match with Al 
Wihdat, Mr. Khateeb said that officials at Al Wihdat told 
him that the team would be busy with their preparations 
this week for a match in the Premier League. 

"We have also been told that due to the preengagement 
of all stadiums in Amman in the matches of the national 
league, there would be no chance for arranging any match 
with any Jordanian team,” Mr. Khateeb added. 

The Kfar Kana team, winch indudes 22 football players 
and about 13 officials, visited Al Faisali Cub on Monday 
and had a joint practice with AJ Faisali’s players. The 
officials of die two dubs also discussed means to enhance 
cooperation between the two dubs. 

The match between Kfar Kana and Jordanian national 
junior team will take place at Petra Stadium on Wednesday 
afternoon. 


Tarnished Ma army 
prepare for 
Olympic gold 


BELTING ‘(R) — The latest 
incarnation of China's once 
invincible ‘Ma family army' 
of long distance runners 
has begun high-altitude 
training in antidpation of 
..running roughshod over 
: the Atlanta Olympic field. 

"Our team spirit is high. 
Watch us tidy up the fore- 
igners at Che Atlanta Olym- 
pics' coach Ma Junren told 
the offidal Fujian daily in 
an edition seen on Tuesday 
in Beijing. 

Ma was interviewed by 
the Fujian province daily at 
the 1 rump Ma family army's 
2,180-M (7.150-FT) high- 
altitude winter training 
camp at Songmao in south- 
western Yunnan Province. 

The 40-member team ar- 
rived there on Christmas 
Day after an epic 16-day 
4,800-km (3,000-Mi) drive 
from their bitterly cold 
borne base in northeatem 
Liaoning Province. 

Ma revived some of the 
mystery that marked his 
style when he coached 
Wang Junxia, Qu Yunxia 
and Liu Dong to dazzling 
world records in 1993, 
saying the journey would 
improve training by easing 
the team gently into the 
lower-oxygen high altitude. 

This, he said, could re- 
sult in multiple gold medals 
for his new squad, which is 
officially called the Liaon- 


ing women's long distance 
running team despite the 
addition of men. 

Ma confirmed that he 
was putting the team 
through intense training 
races, with daily predawn 
runs of 26 km for- the 
women and 28 km ,; fW;tHe 
men. 

He said he was reviving 
another mainstay of his old 
regimen — a news blackout 
— and declined to discuss 
his training programme in 
detail. 

The original Ma family 
army broke up in late 1994 
after double world cham- 
pion Wang Junxia led a 
mutiny of members who 
could no longer stand what 
she. called Ma's brutal, un- 
heal thful and often-humi- 
liating training regimen. 

Wang, the 1993 10,000 
metres and marathon world 
champion who now leads 
her own team, was beaten 
in 1995 by Ma Junren's new 
teenage sensation, Jiang 
Bo, in the 5,000 metres but 
has yet to hang up her 
cleats. 

Qu Yunxia, who Ma 
coached to the 1993 3.000 
metres world cham- 
pionship, has stayed loyal 
to her coach and is training 
with Jiang Bo and the new 
Ma family army at Song- 
mao, the paper said. 
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New York Kntefcs’ forward Anthony Mason o f their NBA game at New York's Madison 
(14) tips the ball away Grom MOwaakee Bucks’ Square Garden (Renter* photo) 
forward Terry Cummings (34) in die first half 

Olajuwon leads Rockets past Jazz 


HOUSTON (R) — Hakeem 
Olajuwon turned a negative 
ip to a positive and Mario Elie 
kept a promise to his kids as 
the Houston Rockets beat 
the Utah Jazz 107-99 Mon- 
day. 

Olajuwon scored 16 of his 
28 points in the fourth quar- 
ter and had all nine points in 
a 9-4 run that gave Houston 
an 89-82 lead with 7:30 to 
play. He added a key three- 
point play with under a mi- 
nute left to give the Rockets a 
102-97 bulge. 

"Hakeem was in foul trou- 
ble,” Rockets coach Rudy 
Tqmjanqyich said, “Every- 
one picked it tip and both of 
our point guards played well. 

“Hakeem was really great 
in the fourth. He only played 
two minutes in the second 
quarter, but turned a nega- 
tive into a positive with more 
energy in the fourth quar- 
ter.” 

Elie had a key play with 14 
seconds left and Houston up 
by three. Karl Malone block- 
ed CHajuwon’s shot, but Elie 
flew in for the loose ball and 
had a dank for a 104-99 lead. 

“It was a big one, no ques- 
tion,” Elie said about his 
slam. “I told my kids before 
the game that I was going to 
dunk on Malone. The ball 
bounced up and everyone 
was watching Hakeem. I 
timed it perfectly, put it back 
in.” 

Elie matched a season-high 
with 20 points. Gyde Drexler 
added 19 points and 20 re- 
bounds for Houston. 

Malone scored 23 points 
and David Benoit 17 for 
Utah. 

In Dallas, Jim Jackson 
scored 29 points and George 
McCloud added 27 as the 
Mavericks beat the Orlando 
Magic 119-104, spoiling the 
return of Shaqmlle O'Neal. 

O'Neal, who missed the 
previous four games with a 
strained quadneep, had 33 
points and eight rebounds. 

“I haven't been practising 
ot doing anything,” O'Neal 
said. "It is still hurting a little 
bit but again, those guys shot 
the ball well and we didn't. 

Jason Kidd had 20 points, 
seven rebounds and 14 assists 
against Orlando’s Penny 
Hardaway in a matchup of 
two of the NBA's top point 


guards. 

"Anytime you beat the 
Eastern Conference cham- 
pions, it’s a great thrill,” 
Kidd said. “We executed 
when we had to. Every time 
they made a run we 
answered.” 

Hardaway finished with 21 
points, four rebounds and 
five assists for the Magic, 
who have dropped five of 
their last sue road contests. 

At Washington, Michael 
Jordan scored 19 of his 46 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Chicago Bulls rolled to 
their eighth straight- victory,,, 
116-109 over the Bullets. 

Scottie Pippen added 27«" 
points for the Bulls, a league- 
best 31- 3 and 13-3 on the 
road. 

Brent Price had a career- 
high 30. points and a season- 
high 13 assists for the Bullets, 
who had won eight of nine 
previous home games. 
Gheorghe Muresan added 27 
points and 11 rebounds. 

At Minnesota, Isaiah Rid- 
er scored 29 points and Der- 
rick Martin added a career- 
high 20 to lead the Timber- 
wolves to a 103-94 victory 
over the Sacramento Kings. 

The Timberwolves had lost 
five straight games and four 
of their last five home con- 
tests. 

Brian Grant tallied 25 
points and Mitch Richmond 
21 for Sacramento, which en- 
ded its road trip at 1-4. 

At Golden State, Gary 
Payton had 23 points and 
trine assits and Hersey Haw- 
kins added 22 points as the 
Seattle Supersonics pulled 
out a 104-95 victory over the 
Warriors. 

The Supersonics have won 
10 of their last 12 games and ‘ 
eight of their last 12 road 
contests. 

Latrell SpreweU tallied 26 


points and rookie Joe Smith 
had 18 with 12 rebounds and 
a season-best five blocked 
shots for Golden State, which 
had won six of its last eight 
games and six of its last seven 
at home. 

In New York, Vin Baker’ 
had 30 points and 13 re- 
bounds, Glenn Robinson 
added 20 points and ex-Kmck 
Johnny Newman 19 as the 
Milwaukee Bucks beat die 
Kmcks 98-92. 

The Bucks snapped a four- 
game losing streak. The 
gftirfes suffered their sixth 
loss in nine games. 

Los Angeles, -Eddie 
^Oitees scored 20 points and 
'Vlride Divac added -19 and a 
season-high 17 rebounds as 
the Lakers beat the Miami 
Heat 96-88 for their thud 
straight victory. 

Lakers coach Del Harris 
got his 400th career win 
against 392 tosses. Harris, in 
Ins 11th NBA season, is ninth 
among active coaches in vic- 
tories. 

Alonzo Mounting, who sat 
out most of the third quarter 
in fool trouble, scored 28 
points for the Heat, who 
dropped their fifth straight. 

In Atlanta, Steve Smith 
scored 31 points as the 
Hawks beat the Detroit Pis- 
tons 96-88 for their fourth 
straight win. 

Grant H31 scored 21 points 
for the Pistons, who saw their 
three-game winning streak 
snapped. 

At New Jersey, Kenny 
Anderson had 23 points and 
13 assists and Armon Gilliam 
scored 20 as the Nets routed 
the Toronto Raptors 108-83. 

The Nets won for just the 
fifth time in 17 games. 

Rookie Damon Stouda- 
urire led Toronto with 18 
points. 


RESULTS 


Atlanta 96 
Milwaukee 98 
Chicago 116 
Minnesota 103 
LA Lakers 
Seattle 104 96 
New Jersey 108 
Dallas 119 
Hburton 107 
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ANATHEMA — TO WHOM? 
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Angolan Antonio Joao Neto (left) tackles Hazem Imam of Egypt 
during the soccer game of the African Cup of Nhtions on 
Monday. Egypt won the game 2-1 (Reuters photo) 
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Opening lead: King of 0 

There’B a lime lor everything 
under the sun. including ignoring 
those maxims that have been 
drummed into you since you 
learned the game at your mother's 
knee. Here's on example of commit' 
ting an unpardonable sin, from the 
recent World Olympiad in Albu- 
querque. Sitting East was New 
Zealand player-writer John Wig- 

nall. 

The first three bids need some 
explanation. East-West were play- 
ing weak no-trump opening bids. 
South's overcall showed spades and 
3 minor suit and North's two no 


Detroit 88 
New York 92 
Was hi ngton 189 
Sacramento 94 
Miami 88 
Golden State 95 
Toronto 83 
Orlando 104 
Utah 99 


trump asked for the minor. Hie rest 
of the auction was natural 

The defenders started with three 
rounds of diamonds, declarer ruff- 
ing the third- Since a crossruff 
would produce only nine tricks, 
declarer decided to try to set up 
dummy’s hearts. At the fourth trick 
South led a heart to the ten. 

In with the jack of hearts, East 
had a problem. After a club return, 
declarer would win, run the queen 
of spades, then lead a spade to the 
ten. The king of hearts would be led 
for n ruffing finesse, and the ace of 
spades is there as an entry. A heart 
return would simply be doing 
declarer's work for him. 

Instead. Wignalt returned a dia- 
mond. giving declarer a deadly ruff- 
elufT. However, South conldn't 
afford to ruff in dummy, since there 
would bo no entry to the hearts. So 
declarer ruffed in hand and led the 
queen of spades. West disked, and 
the spade continuation was won 
with the ten. Declarer could still 
ruff out the ace of hearts, but had 
no way to return to the table to 2 
draw the last trump and cash the ^ 
hearts — down one. “ 
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;t Division Basketball Championship 


Jalil, Watani face 
tough opponents today 





By Aleut Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

* AMMAN — Al Jalil take on titleholders A1 
"Ahli while Al Watani meet AI Orthodoxi 
when first division basketball championship 
matches' resume Wednesday. 

No surprising results are expected in these 
matches as the form of the five competing 
teams has become apparent and no change is 
expected on last year's standings. 

Al Jalil will have a hard time against the 
reigning champions who have a good team 
waiting to prove they can win their fourth 
consecutive title even in the absence of star 
centre Naser Boshnaq who is now playing in 
j Qatar. Al Watani too do not stand a chance 
| against the former champions as they seem to 
have entered the championship without any 
serious preparation. 

Jalil, Orthodoxi score wins 

Meanwhile, Al Jalil scored their first win of 
the competition when they defeated Al Wata- 
ni 84-57 in a late game Monday evening. Al 
Jalil won the first half 43-33. 

Both Al Jalil and Al Watani seem set to 
remain in fourth and fifth places and are 
expected to be playing with indifference 
knowing that they are not threatened by 
relegation. The competition's sixth team. Al 
Abbasi. became the only ream to be relegated 
when they pulled out of the championship. 

Meanwhile Al Jazireh gave Orthodoxi a 
hard time before losing by a mere six points 
72r66 in their match attended by a good 
number of fans and officials of the game at the 
$ Sports Palace. 

Al Orthodoxi were expected to score a big 
win as they have been preparing for a while 
and scored victories over teams from Syria 
and Iraq sending a signal that they were ready 
to recapture the title they had for decades 
before losing it to ali-time rivals Al Ahli in 
L 1990. 

On the other hand, Al Jazireh entered the 
competition looking relatively out of shape 
and the team must have been affected by the 
departure of coach Imad AI Saeed. The 
coaching post was only recently handed over 
to Fadi Sabbah and the team did not have and 
serious training matches. 


Taking into consideration the vast differ- 
ence between the two team's preparations Al 
Orthodoxi were slated to easily overcome 
their opponents who are represented by their 
U-22 team. 

However, Al OrthodoxFs officials must 
have been surprised and disappointed when 
Al Jazireh were about to win the match and 
maintained a three point difference through- 
out most of the second half before losing the 
match. 

Al Orthodoxi had the upper hand at the 
beginning of the match and ended the firet 
half 38-29. 

Al Jazireh's Ghaith Ennabi, Yousef Abu 
Baker and the team’s top scorer of the match 
Husam Lutfi narrowed the gap to 4845 in the 
eighth minute of the second half. 

However, Al Orthodoxi captain Hilal Bara- 
kat's experience paid off as he scored 7 
consecutive points including a three-pointer 
to again expand his team's lead to 5545. 

Al Jazireh again managed to catch up at 
55-50 by securing defensive rebounding and 
two consecutive steals by Munir Barakat cut 
Al Orthodoxi's lead to 58-56. 

After Al Orthodoxi led 61-58 Al Jazireh did 
not score while AI Orthodoxi netted eight 
consecutive points mainly by Barakat who 
nevertheless appeared below his usual form. 

Al Orthodoxi took a commanding 69-60 
lead which they managed to hold on to despite 
AJ Jazireh's attempts to narrow the gap by a 
press defence before losing by six points. 

In the competition's opening matches Al 
Ahli beat Al Watani 12141 (67-23) and Al 
Jazireh overcame AI Jalil 6040 (25-23). 

Wednesday’s matches 

Ahli-Jalil Ahli Court 6 p.m. 

Watani -Orthodoxi Sports Palace 6 p.m. 

STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Jazireh 

2 

1 

1 

126 

112 

3 

Jaffl 

2 

1 

1 

124 

117 

3 

AhU 

1 

1 

- 

121 

41 

2 

Orthodoxi 

1 

1 

- 

72 

66 

2 

Watani 

2 

- 

2 

98 

205 

2 


Ginola, Cantona may miss out Euro’96 


PARIS (AFP) — Pre- 
miership stars David Ginola 
of Newcastle United and Eric 
Cantona of Manchester Un- 
ited could find themselves 
surplus to requirements when • 
France arrive for June’s. 
European Championships. 

National coach Aime Jac- 
quet told France Football 
Magazine's latest edition 
Monday they were not 
guaranteed a place in his 20- 
man squad. 


Jacquet said he would not 
hesitate to leave them out if 
be felt they would disrupt the 
team's balance both on and 
off the field. ' 

Cantona last appeared for 
France a year ago against 
Holland, while Ginola has 
not' donned his countrymen’s 
blue! shiit since last Septem- 
ber’s game with Azerbaijan. 

Jacquet said he was not 
ignoring them, explaining: 


“We have supervised all 
Ginola’s Cantona’s matches” 
and generally “they are play- 
ing well.” 

But he went on: “It is a 
squad which is going to Euro 
96 and if anyone doesn't want 
to be part of that group there 
is no point in their turning 
up. 

“Our success is based on 
the fact we have all fought for 
ourselves collectively.” 


Premier League enters 
18th week today 

Top teams expect easy 
matches this week 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While the Kingdom’s soccer teams get ready 
for the kick-off of the competition’s 18th week Wednesday 
the game’s governing body the Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) imposed a series of suspensions barring two players 
from the rest of the competition’s matches. 

Al Faisali’s players, Mohamad Mahadin, AH Zu’bi and 
Jiryes Tadros had displayed unspor tsmanlike conduct 
during their match against Al Wihdai which they lost 1-0. 
Following the match Tadros reportedly also attacked the 
referee. 

The JSF suspended Zu’bi and Mahadin for six matches 
while Tadros' case was not tackled by the JSF as the attack 
had not happened during the match. 

The top three teams have easy matches as the 18th week 
Idcks-off Wednesday. Leaders Al Ramtha will face last- 
placed Al Russeifa and are expected to maintain their lead 
after a possible win. 

Titlebolders AI Wjbdafs win over Al Faisali last week 
put them in second place before faring lowly Sahab 
Thursday. Al Wihdat have won five matches and chew only 
once in the second leg of the competition and are also 
expected to improve their record. 

Al Faisali have another easy match against 11th place Al 
Jalil. 

In other matches, Kufrsomn, the competition's surprise 
team now in fourth place, have a chance to strengthen their 
position when they face 9th placed Al Baqaa. 

Al Hussein, who have steadily dropped to sixth after 
leading the standings in the first round meet Al Qadissieh 
Friday. 7th and 8th placed Al Jazireh and Al Ahli will each 
be aiming for a win to keep out of the relegation- 
threatened last four. 

Top Scorers 

Al Jaiil’s Ibrahim Abdul Hadi now leads the top scorers 
with 12 goals after Al Hussein's Abdallah Shiyyab (11 
goals) failed to score for the third consecutive week. 

Al Ahli’s Bassam Khatib is third with 10, Al Jazireh’s 
Riyad Azmi is fourth with 9, and Al Ramtha's Mouaffaq 
Abu Hdeib is fifth with 8. 

Schedule of 18tfa week 

Wednesday 17/1 Baqaa-Kufrsoum 

Thursday 18/1 Russeifa-Ramtba 

Thursday 18/1 Wihdat-Sahab 

Friday 19/1 H ussein-Qadissieh 

Friday 19/1 Faisali-Jalil 

Friday 19/1 Jazireh-Ahli 

STANDINGS BEFORE 18TH WEEK 


P W 


Asian Squash Championship 

Pakistan clinch 8th title 

Jordan lose to 'Malaysia to finish fourth 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Pakistan 
Tuesday defeated Hong 
Kong to clinch their 8th 
consecutive Asian Squash 
Championship title after 
scoring an impressive 3/0 
victory. 

The win continued Pakis- 
tan's undisputed domina- 
tion of the game as they 
have won all past seven 
Asian championships. 

In an earlier match, Jor- 
dan’s national team settled 
for fourth place after losing 
2/1 to Malaysia. It was Jor- 
dan’s second best finish in 

Championship record 

* Pakistan 1981 

(13 co un tries- Jordan 
finished eighth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: India 
3rd: Singapore 
☆Jordan 1984 
(7 countries-Jordan 
finished fifth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: Malaysia 

☆ Malaysia 1986 

(12 countries-Jordan 
finished fifth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: India 

☆ Kuwait 1988 

(13 countries-Jordan 
finished fourth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: Malaysia 

* India 1990 

(11 countries-Jordan 
finished seventh) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Singapore 
3rd: India 

☆ Pakistan 1992 

(7 countries-Jordan did not 
take part) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Hong Kong 
3rd: Malaysia 

☆ Malaysia 1994 

(16 countries-Jordan 
finished seventh) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Malaysia 
3rd: Hong Kong 
Jordan 1996 

(13 countries-Jordan 
finished fourth) 

1st: Pakistan 
2nd: Hong Kong 
3rd: Malaysia 


Ardiles to resume coaching career in Japan 


LONDON (R) — Ossie 
Ardiles is adding Japan to his 
chequered soccer career. 

The Argentine said on 
Tuesday he would take over 
as coach of J. League club 
Shimizu S-Pulse next week 
when he joined his new play- 
ers for pre-season training in 
Hong Kong. 

"I’m really pleased. I had 
feelers out for both Japan 
and the United States but this 
is much the better option in 
footballing terms,” Ardiles 
said. 

Ardiles was in Argentina 
when he heard of Shimizu's 
interest and cut short his stay 
to come back to England and 
discuss terms with club repre- 
sentatives. 

“I had to fly out to Argen- 
tina at short notice on De- 
cember 31 because my father 
died. I had not intended com- 
ing back until yesterday but I 
returned last week.” he said 
in a telephone interview from 
his home north of London. 

“I have taken the job for 
one year, until December,” 
the season starts in March. 

Ardiles said that the little 
he knew about Shimizu was 
that They finished in fourth 
place in the J. League last 
season and had been in the 
running for the title since the 
league was created four years 
ago but had not won it yet. 

“The clubs in Japan are all 
on much the same level both 
economically and in football- 
ing strength," he said. 

Daniele Massaro, veteran 
Italian former international 
striker, is one of Shimizu's 
foreign players. 

Ardiles. who helped 
Argentina win the World 
Cup in 197S, has played foot- 
ball in England and France as 


well as his native country and 
coached in Mexico. 

The 43-year-old Argentine 
has been sacked by three 
clubs in a managerial career 
that began at English second 
division swindon in July 1989. 

He had 11 months at New- 
castle United before being 
sacked in February 1992. He 
moved on to west Bromwich 
Albion. 

In June 1993, he took on 


what for him ws the dream 
job, manager of Tottenham 
Hotspur where he spent his 
best years as a player, an 
inspiring midfielder who 
helped Spurs win the English 
F.A. Cup in 1981. 

But the dream turned to 
nightmare, with Ardiles get- 
ting the sack 16 months later, 
as his attractive, attacking 
side failed to prosper because 
of a steve-like defence. 


A disciple of Argentina's 
1978 World Cup coach Cesar 
Menotti totally committed to 
attack, Ardiles took on 
Guadalajara of Mexico last 
July on a one-year contract 
but lasted only four months. 

Ardiles will be joined by 
his wife Silvia in Japan in 
March, but his sons, both 
students in England, will visit 
them only during their holi- 
days. 
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EMBAJADA DE ESPANA EN AMMAN 
(SECCION CONSULAR) 

A LA C0L0NIA ESPANOLA RESIDENTE 
ENJORDANIA 

SOBRE LAS ELECCIONES GENERALES 
(CONGRESO Y SENADO) Y 
AUTONOMICAS ANDALUCIA 

1. Las iistas estan expuestas en esta 
Cancillerfa por si cualquiera de los 
inscritos quisiera hacer algun tipo de 
reclamation sobre errores en la 
inscripcion. 

2. Las hojas de inscripcion y 
modificacidn en el Censo pueden 
recogerse en la Cancillerfa de la 
Embajada de Espana en Amman. 

3. La inscripcion en el Censo es 
necesaria para poder ejercer el derecho 
de voto en cualquier elecci6n que se 
celebre en Espana. 

4. Los sob res conteniendo el voto para 
las elecciones que se celebraran en 
Espana el dfa 3.3.96 podrAn ser 
entregados en la Embajada no mas 
tarde del dfa 25.2.96, si bien sigue 
existiendo ia posibilidad de remitir su 
voto por correo certificado no mas tarde 
del 2.3.96. En todo caso, si ya estdn 
inscritos en el censo, recibirdn sus 
papeletas por correo. 

5. Para cualquier consulta rogamos se 
pongan en contacto con la Embajada de 
Espana en los telefonos 614166 al 
614170. Fuera del horario de oficina 
rogamos llamen al num. 865999 y dejar 
mensaje por el buscapersonas num. 
18707. 






the competition. The King- 
dom’s team had also 
finished fourth in 1988. 

Jordan's only win was 
scored by Yazeed Adas 
who beat Yapkok Four 3/0 
(9-5, 94, 9-2). Kenneth 
Low beat Mohammad 
Saeed 3/0 (9-1, 9-0, 9-2),' 
while Ong Beng Hee defe- 
ated veteran Hamed Saeed 
3/1 (4-9, 9-7, 9-6, 94). 

India captured fifth place 
followed by Kuwait in sixth 
place, Singapore were 
seventh, Sri Lanka eighth. 

Bahrain came in ninth 
and Lebanon 10th, Chinese 
Taipei 11th, Palestine 12th. 
"South Korea finished last at 
13th. 

Malaysia had won the 
women's title Monday after 
overcoming Hong Kong 2- 

Singapore took third 
place after upsetting India 
while Sri Lanka came in 


fifth and Lebanon finished 
last at sixth. 

The tournament’s singles 
crowns yvent to Pakistan's 
Mirzaman Gul and 
Malaysia's Leong Siulynn. 
Siulynn had dethroned 
reigning champ Meesha 
Jhangir of India in the 
women’s final while Gnl 
overcame Abdul Fahirn 
Khan of Hong Kong to win 
the men's final. 

Pakistan’s top seed, 
world champion Jansher 
Khan had pulled out of the 
tournament on its second 
day citing backache. 

Five Arab countries were 
among the 13 teams in the 
9-day competition. They 
represented Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Sri. 
Lanka, Singapore, 
Bahrain, Hong Kong, In- 
dia, South Korea, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Taiwan and Jor- 
dan. 


Christian Dior's newest 
perfume now in Amman 

Astra For Trading Agencies establishment, the 
sole agents of Christian Dior products in Jordan 
Tuesday introduced the Dolce Vita perfume, 
which is made of Sandal, cedar, Betsuli, lotus and 
vanilla, in addition to pepper, and shining flowers, 
peaches and apricots. The perfume bottle is a 
piece of art which takes the form of an apricot. It 
has been manufactured in accordance with the 
traditions of the glass craftsmen in Bouchet and 
De Corvale laboratories. The name Dolce Vita Is a 
call for joy and happiness., a call for a happy and 
simple life . 
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f*n Open Borders 

r y j The fiesta has been recharged 
UP for th e New'Y^ar. Mama Juanita 
is now ready to. present a number 
of new Mexican dishes. 

i’ 

Another addition to an already 
o colourful menu. 

If you are a vegetarian food lover, 
it is now the time to visit Mama Juanita. 
You are sure to find a dish ^ 
to meet your taste. - „ 

'"Torjgserva Sons . plrasft call 64reol ext. 5 

Uniquely Intercontinental 


CINEMA 1EJ-: 

PHILADELPHIA 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

GOLDENEYE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:05, &30, 10-.30 pm. 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA TEX: 699238 

PHIA PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL 677420 


POCAHONTAS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,5 p.m. 

Sylvester Stallone.... in 

JUDGE DREDD 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, tO:3Q 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “I” 

* ACE VENTURA "2" 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 

* E5at man forever 

Shows: 3:30 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 5:30 


AMMOUN THEATRE & Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 
CINEMA/THL 618274 -618275 TCL: 625155 


The popular star Nadia Al Jundl, 
Farouq Fishawl, 
and Mahmoud Hamlda in 

' The Woman that Shook 

the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

w Shows: 12:30, 3, 5:30. 8, 10:30 


Theplay 

"Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisatior 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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NATO unable to force 
Bosnia prisoner issue 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1996 _ 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) con- 
ceded on Tuesday there was 
little it could do if Bosnia's 
formerly warring factions 
break a key provision of the 
Dayton peace agreement by 
foiling to release their prison- 
ers of war -(PoWs). 

Alliance spokesman said 
they were deeply dis- 
appointed at the collapse on 
Monday of a country-wide 
prisoner release plan, trig- 
gered by the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment's refusal to let Serbs 
go free while thousands of 
missing Muslims are un- 
accounted for. 

But they acknowledged 
there were few military mea- 
sures they could take if one 
or all the sides miss the Fri- 
day deadline for the libera- 
tion of captives, as now 
seems likely. 

“Enforcing this will be a 
difficult thing,’' said spokes- 
man Brigadier Andrew Cam- 
ming. “ft’s going to have to 
be done at a diplomatic level. 
If necessary we will have to 
go outside (for international 
help) to get pressure ap- 
plied.” 

Brig. Cumming said 
NATO was worried that poli- 
tical capital was being made 
out of the prisoner issue. 

“We very much hope we 
are not getting into some 
kind of brinksmanship that is 


playing with the lives of peo- 
ple.” 

The Bosnian government 
refused to free several hun- 
dred separatist Serbs until 
Serb leaders provide in- 
formation on the fate of 
thousands of men missing af- 
ter summer battlefield cam- 
paigns and says it will stick to 
its position. 

When the Bosnians refused 
to release their captives 
separatist Serbs and Bosnian 
Croats put their prisoners 
back in jail, even though the 
Croats had taken their cap- 
tives to a checkpoint where 
they were only five metres 
from freedom. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacirbey de- 
fended his government's 
stance in Stockholm on Tues- 
day, saying it bad interna- 
tional backing. 

“We’re not demanding the 
impossible. We are deman- 
ding very much the possible 
and the moral,’ he told Reu- 
ters.” I don’t feel that many 
in the international commun- 
ity disagree.” 

The government argues 
some 24,000 Muslim men are 
missing, including thousands 
from the foil of the eastern 
enclave of Srebrenica in July. 
However, it is focusing on 
some 4,000 it claims are alive 
and in Bosnian Serb prison 
camps. 

The Bosnian Serbs are un- 



willing or’ unable to account 
for the missing and counter 
that many Serbs disappeared 
after the capture of formerly 
Serb-held land last year. 

In Geneva, representatives 
of some 40 countries attend- 
ing an international confer- 
ence on the return of some 
two million refugees to Bos- 
nia approved a more flexible 
version of repatriation plans, 
a U.N. spokesman said. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees Sadako Ogata 
said the initial two-year plan 
wold be modified to allow its 
three phases to overlap. 

“We most be at the same 
time pragmatic and flexible,” 
said Ms. Ogata, who warned 
the conference that host 
countries should not press for 
a hasty repatriation of re- 
fugees, warning it conld 
threaten Bosnian's fragile 
peace. 

In Vienna, arms reduction 
talks involving Bosnia, 
Croatia and rump Yugoslavia 
were postponed after Bel- 
grade appealed for more time 
to draw up its list of weapons 
and troop numbers as re- 
buffed by the Dayton peace 

Negotiations mediated by 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) had been due to 
resume on Tuesday to begin 
fine-combing the arms con- 
trol details of the Dayton 
accord. 


Weizman 'cannot Beirut 
forgive' Germany orders 


BONN (Agencies) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman, in a 
rare speech to the Bonn par- 
liament, said on Tuesday he 
could not forgive Germany 
for the crimes of the Third 
Reich and that Germans 
must oppose neo-Nazism 
vigouxousiy. 

But Mr. Weizman, speak- 
ing Hebrew in the country of 
the holocaust, addressed the 
deputies as "my friends” and 
thanked Germany for all it 
had done to help Israel and 
foster the Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Weizman, on a four- 
day official visit, said it was 
not easy to be in Germany, 
where he heard “voices 
crying to me from the earth” 
from the victims of the holo- 
caust. 

"As president of the State 
of Israel, I can mourn for 
them and commemorate 
them, but I cannot forgive in 
their name,” he told - the 
hushed parliament including 
President Roman Herzog and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

“I can only urge you, ladies 
and gentlemen deputies of 
the German parliament, that 
you look to the future with a 
knowledge of the past, that 
you recognise every stirring 
of racism and smash every 
stirring of neo-Nazism.” 


Racist attacks claimed ab- 
out 30 lives after Germany 
reunited in 1990. Neo-Nazis 
have also desecrated Jewish 
cemeteries and set fire twice 
to synagogues. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Rita Suessmuth acknow- 
ledged in her welcoming 
speech that Bonn must be 
vigilant about racism- but re- 
minded Mr. Weizman of the 
country's post-war democra- 
tic record. 

“You are visiting a diffe- 
rent, a democratic, a Euro- 
pean Germany that has 
learned its lesson from hate 
and genocide, war and expul- 
sion and is aware of its re- 
sponsibility,” she said. 

Germany and Israel have 
developed close ties since 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions in 2965, and German 
politicians habitually stress 
they feel a special responsi- 
bility toward the Jewish state. 

But when Mr. Kohl visited 
Israel in June, he rejected 
any suggestion Germany was 
not doing enough to combat 
neo-Nazis. 

Government statistics 
show anti-foreigner attacks.in 
Germany have steadily de- 
clined since a post-unification 
peak in 1993. 


IAF unhappy over 
deputies' Israel visit 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) criticised 
the visit of Jordanian parlia- 
mentarians to Israel last week 
and described the visit as a 
suicidal move for Jordan. 

“Any coordination with 
the Jewish enemy alienates 
Jordan from its Arab and 
Muslim surroundings,’' 'said a 

statement issued by the IAF 
parliamentary office on Mon- 
day and faxed to the Jordan 
Times Tuesday. “This consti- 
tutes a suicide for Jordan.” 

“What hurt us more is to 
see the delegation include 
members of the Lower House 
of Parliament whom we 
hoped would coordinate their 
stand with the majority of the 
Jordanian people,” it added. 

Led by His Majesty King 
Hussein, the Jordanian de- 
legation, which included 
ministers, parliamentarians 
and writers, paid an official 
one-day visit to Israel Jan. 
10. The King inaugurated a 
wing of the Ichilov hospital 
where former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, criti- 
cally wounded by an assassin, 
died on the operation table 
on Nov. 4. The King visited 
Jordanians who are being tre- 
ated there. 

The delegation also 
attended a ceremony held in 
honour of the leaders of the 
negotiating teams to the 
Joraanian-Israeli peace talks. 

The IAF considered the 


visit as a step taken in the 
process of normalisation of 
relations with the “enemy 
that had by far exceeded” the 
ending of the state of belli- 
gerency between the two 
countries. 

“This visit,” the statement 
contended, “is one form of 
marketing Zionist medical 
organisations at the expense 
of Jordanian medical institu- 
tions that are one of our 
leading industries.” 

The statement said the IAF 
hoped that “those who are 
going ahead with normalisa- 
tion with the Zionist enemy 
should realise the serious im- 
plications of what they are 
doing on the Jordanian arena 
and on the Palestinian issue 
as well as on our Arab and 
Islamic interests and values,” 

The delegation included 
twelve deputies and two 
ministers who are also de- 
puties. The deputies are: in- 
dependent Islamist Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeishat (Irbid), 
and centrists: Mohammad 
Daoudieh (Tafileh), Ham- 
mad Abu Jamous (Amman), 
Ahmad Qudah (Jerash), 
Farah Rabadi (Ajloun), 
Samih Farah (Madaba) Taw- 
fiq Kreishan (Maan), 
Mohammad Odeh Nujeidai 
(South ) Abdullah Ensour 
(Salt). Abdul Karim Dughmi 
(Mafraq), Mohammad 
Thoueb (Amman), and Faw- 
zi Tueimeh (Fuheis). The two 
minister/ deputies in the de- 
legation were Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and Minister of Health A ref 
Bataineh. 


arrest 
of Lahd 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
Beirut military magistrate 
ordered on Tuesday the 
arrest of the chief of an 
Israeli-backed militia after he 
failed to show up for inter- 
rogation on charges of col- 
laborating with Israel, judi- 
cial sources said. 

They said military investi- 
gating Judge Riad Talee 
issued a warrant for the arrest 
of South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) commander Antonine 
Lahd, a 69-year-old retired 
Lebanese army officer, on 
several charges that carry the 
death penalty. 

Mr. Lahd commands the 
3,000-man SLA militia which 
helps 1,000 Israeli troops pat- 
rol zone they occupy in South 
Lebanon. Lebanon and Israel 
are still at a state of war 
despite peace talks between 
them that began in 1991. 

Mr. Talee ordered Mr. 
Lahd’s arrest after the chief- 
tain refused to obey an order 
the magistrate issued last 
week for him to show up in 
his office on Tuesday for 
questioning, the sources 
added. 

Mr. Lahd was charged with 
“conscripting into a hostile 
: army, carrying weapons on 
Israel’s side and aiding it to 
strip off a part of Lebanese 
territory from state 
sovereignty using violence.” 

Mr. Lahd, who runs the 
militia from the zone’s big- 
gest town Maijayoun, was 
also charged with “undertak- 
ing acts of violence, heading 
an armed gang and killing or 
trying to kill a large number 
of Lebanese with artillery 
shelling.” 

This was a reference to 
almost-daily Israeli and SLA 
shelling of villages north of 
the Israeli-held zone in South 
Lebanon. Guerrillas attack . 
the zone almost daily in a bid 
to liberate the south. 

Other charges levelled 
against Mr. Lahd were “kid- 
napping citizens for long 
periods of time” — a refer- 
ence to some 200 Arabs held 
captive by the SLA at Khiam 
jail in the zone. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Mr. Lahd. 

Mr. Lahd, a Maronite 
Christian, was appointed by 
Israel to head the SLA in 
1984. 

The 3,000-strong militia is 
set up and financed by Israel 
and has its headquarters in 
Marjayoun, where Mr. Lahd 
lives. 

More than four years of 
peace talks between Lebanon 
and Israel are still stalled 
over the question of an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the 
South Lebanon zone. 

Israel says the personal 
safety of the SLA members 
must be guaranteed by the 
Lebanese government as a 
vendition to signing 
peace between the two coun- 
tries. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


American Jews meet Egyptian leader 

CAIRO (AFP) — A group of eight American Jewish 
rabbis met Tuesday with Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak at the start of a Middle East tour to demonstrate support 
for the Arab-Israeli peace process. The rabbis also plan to 
meet representatives of the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) and the hardline movement Hamas, Crown Prince 
Hassan and Israeli Prime Minsiter Shimon Peres during the 
rest of the week. Rabbi Amiel Hirsch, the head of the 
delegation, said they told Mr. Mubarak: “We represent a 
liberal American Jewish community. We support the 
peace. The vast majority of American Jews and world Jews 
will continue to vocally and strongly support the peace.” 
The Egyptian president, for his part, said the Palestinian 
issue was the most important to be resolved in the search 
for a comprehensive peace. The delegation, which includes 
two women rabbis, will travel on to Jordan on Thursday 
and to the Palestinian self-ruled territories on Friday, on 
the eve of historic Palestinian general elections. On 
Saturday they will round off their tour in Israel, meeting 
Mr. Peres and right-winig opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu before visiting the tomb of slain Israeli Premier 
'Yitzhak Rabin. Some far-right American Jews publicly 
supported Mr. Rabin's confessed killer, Yigal Amir, and 
collected money for his legal defence. 

Iran accuses Taliban of hindering peace 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has accused the Taliban move- 
ment of war-mongering and seeking to hinder peace in 
Afghanistan, a newspaper said here Tuesday. “AH the 
Afghan factions have joined the caravan of peace, but the 
Taliban militia is not willing to help end the conflict,” 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Allaeddin Borujerdi said, 
quoted by the Iran daily. Mr. Borujerdi, who is heading his 
country's latest mediation efforts in neighbouring Afgha-. 
nistan, said the movement’s "recent answer” to Iran 
“showed that the militia group still seeks to continue the 
war in Afghanistan.” An Iranian peace mission held talks 
with Taliban officials in the militia-controlled province of 
Kandahar, in southern Afghanistan, earlier this month as 
part of efforts to secure peace in the war-torn country. But 
the fundamentalist group said last week that the talks had 
foiled to improve the uneasy relations between Tehran and 
the militia because Iran had a “one-sided and partial 
attitude.” Iran has been wary of the Taliban, led by 
religious students trained in Pakistan Koranic schools, 
since they burst onto the scene in November 1994. 

Opposition to boycott Sudan’s elections 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Sudanese opposition has decided to 
boycott the country's legisJastive and presidential elections 
expected in March, the umbrella Democratic National 
Alliance (DNA) said in a statement here Tuesday. The 
DNA, which groups the Muslim northern opposition and 
southern Christian rebels, announced its decision at the 
end of a meeting in the Eritrean capital Asmara. It said it 
"rejected the sham of the elections which the Sudanese 
regime plans to hold under a constitution which consecrates 
dictatorship, repression and terrorism. It is a vain attempt 
by the regime to redeem its image and legitimise its bold on 
power.” The legislative elections are the first in Sudan 
since the military seized power in 1989. The government of 
General Omar A1 Bashir has said it hopes the poll will be 
the key to ending the country's 12-year civil war that 
erupted when rebels demanded independence from the 
north in 1983. 

Arab Hitler bullied by Israeli soldiers 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A Palestinian complained Tuesday 
that he is constantly picked on by Israeli soldiers at 
checkpoints when they hear his first name... Hitler. Hitler 
Abu Hammad, a 21-year-old English literature student, 
told the Palestinian daily A1 Hayat A1 Jadid: “I am not 
ashamed of my first name, which was chosen by my father 
and registered with the Jordanian authorities. He was a 
strong admirer of the Fuhrer who he saw as a great patriot, 
and I respect his convictions. But Israeli soldiers don't feel 
the same way. Most of the time they insult me and often hit 
me when they see my identity card.” Hitler, who studies at 
Hebron’s Islamic University, is a committed pacifist who 
will act as a scrutineer during the first Palestinian elections 
on Saturday. He said his brother does not suffer the same 
. problems at the hands of Israeli soldiers, even though his 
name is Rommel after Germany’s World War II general. 

Jewish Agency to attract homosexuals * 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The semi-official agency charged 
with promoting immigration into Israel is launching a 
campaign to attract Jewish lesbians and homosexuals to the 
country, an official said Tuesday. Uri Gordon of the Jewish 
Agency said the organisation was drawing up pamphlets 
explaining the Rights accorded to homosexual residents in 
Israel. “We decided on the campaign at the request of Ami 
Kamah, head of the Israeli Human Rights Association, to 
help meet the special needs of these potential immigrants, " 
he said. He said Mr. Kamah would provide a list of 60 
synagogues around the world used exclusively by homosex- 
uals so the agency can recruit new immigrants at the 
temples. Under Israel’s law, any Jew can immigrate to 
Israel and gain automatic citizenship. Homosexual rights 
have been expanded in recent years in Israel, largely due to 
lobbying by Labour Party Deputy Yael Dayan. The 
left-wing Meretz party has said it plans to run its first 
avowedly homosexual candidate in legislative elections 
scheduled for later this year. 


Erbakan rebuffed again, 
continues coalition quest 


ANKARA (AFP)— Welfare 
leader Necmettm Erbakan 
saw his pro-Islamic party’s 
hopes of forming a govern- 
ment dwindle further Tues- 
day following a rebuff by yet 
another of Turkey’s secular 
parties, but insisted he conld 
still find a coalition partner 
'within the next two days. 

Mr. Erbakan, whose party 
narrowly won legislative elec- 
tions on Dec. 24, said he 
believed “a government can 
be created” despite a rejec- 
tion received earlier from 
Deniz Baykal, leader of the 
social democratic Republican 
People's Party (CHP). 

Mr. Baykal, the outgoing 
deputy prime minister, said 
his party had tokl Mr. Erba- 
kan that the CHP “conld not 
take part in such a coalition.” 
Nor could his party support 
“any coalition of winch wel- 
fare forms part” 

However, Mr. Erbakan 
told a news conference he 
was still confident of being 
able to form a government 

“The leading authorities of 
our party will evaluate the 
talks (with the CHP) tomor- 
row (Wednesday) ana we will . 
make our views public on 
Thursday,” he added. 

He admitted, however, 
that his party was facing up to 
the possibility of foflnre.” 

“We will not hesitate for a 
moment to abandon our plan 
'to form a government if we 
see no possibility of doing 
so." 

On Monday, Bulent Ece- 
vit, leader of the Democratic 
Left Party, also refused to 
form a coalition with the pro- 
Islamic party. 

. Mr. Ecevit’s rejection of 
Welfare came after inconclu- 
sive talks at die weekend 
between Mr. Erbakan and 


Mesut Yilmaz, leader of the 
conservative Motherland 
Party, who nevertheless is the 
only secular leader who has 
not absolutely ruled out 
cooperating with the Islam- 
ists. 

Earlier in the month the 
True Path Party, headed by 
outgoing Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller, said it would not 
join in a coalition with Wel- 
fare. 

Mr. Erbakan nonetheless 
said Ins party was “going to 
ask for a definitive answer” 
from the True Path and 
Motherland parties. 

He called .on Ms. Ciller and 
Mr. Yfljnaz, their leaders, 
“not to waste time trying to 
form a coalition between 
themselves,” insisting that 
“the people no longer want 
Ciller as prime minister." He 
accused the outgoing premier 
of “trying to hold on to her 
post.” 

“If they (True Path and 
Motherland) had wanted to, 
they could have formed a 
coafition before die elec- 
dons,” he said. In his view 
such a coalition was being 
sought at the insistence of 
“interested parties:" a refer- 
ence to business, circles, who 
have been calling on the two 
parties to cooperate. 

Welfare, he warned, was 
bound to emerge stronger if it 
remained in opposition. 

Mr. Erbakan’s last remain- 
ing hopes of forming a gov- 
ernment appeared to lie with 
Mr. Yilmaz, who, while cit- 
ing “fundamental differences 
of approach,” did not reject 
further discussions with die 
pro-Islamic party if his 
Motherland Party was unable 
to patch up a new alliance 
with True Path designed to 
bar the way to die Islamists. 


Verdict due today in 
New York blast trial 


NEW YORK (AFP) — One 
of the biggest extremism 
trials in U.S7 history is sche- 
duled to end Wednesday with 
the sentencing of Egyptian 
cleric Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman and nine of his 
associates. 

Federal Judge Michael 
Mukasey ruled all 10 will be 
sentenced on the same day. 

The defendants were found 
guilty on Oct. 1 of plotting to 
wage a war of turban violence 
because of U.S. support for 
Israel 

During die almost year- 
long trial, jurors viewed 125 
secretly recorded videotapes, 
beard 200 witnesses, and 
scrutinised evidence from 
Emad Salem, a former Egyp- 
tian officer wbo worked 
undercover for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 

(FBD- 

But many questions about 
the spectacular February 
1993 bombing attack on the 
World Trade Centre remain 
unanswered. 

The explosion of a power- 
fill bomb in the basement of 
die huge office complex left 
six people dead and more 
than 1,000 injured. 

Television and newspaper 
pictures of stunned, blood- 
soaked Americans in the 
heart of New York shocked 
the United States which long 
had been spared internation- 
al extremism. 

Directly implicated in plac- 
ing the bomb were four peo- 
ple who were sentenced in 
May 1994 to a total of 240 
years imprisonment for the 


attack. 

While the prosecution 
argues that the actual master- 
mind is Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man, 57, the spiritual leader 
of the Egyptian fundamental- 
ist Muslim group Gamaa Isla- 
miyah, it lacked sufficent evi- 
dence to prove this. 

The dene faces between 30 
years and life in prison, as 
does AJ Sayed Nosair, found 
guilty of the 1990 assassina- 
tion of extreme right-wing 
Jewish rabbi Meir Kahane. 
The other eight defendants 
may face up to 20 years each. 

The defendants were found 
guilty under the rarely used 
1918 Sedition Act of conspir- 
ing to carry out a series of 
bomb attacks in New York, 
against die United Nations 
headquarters, bridges,' tun- 
nels, government buildings 
and Jewish businesses. 

The prosecution failed to 
determine the exact role of 
the group in the United 
States, how it is financed and 
whether any foreign coun- 
tries were linked to the plot. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
also been suspected of plan- ' 
ning to assassinate Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 
The sheikh was sentenced in 
absentia by a Cairo court to 
seven years hard labour for 
organising an anti-govern- 
ment demonstration in which - 
a policeman was wounded. 

The diabetic, blind cleric is 
currently being held at a 
medical prison centre in 
Springfield, Missouri, where 
he is being treated for a form 
of tuberculosis. 


LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana has refused to have 
armed bodyguards despite 
growing fears over royal, 
stalkers, a leading British 
tabloid said. The Sun 
newspaper said she told a 
friend: “I won’t be “cagpd- 
like a bird. I value my free- 
dom too much.” Princess 
Diana, estranged wife of 
heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles, was quoted by the 
*Sun in its Tuesday edition 
as saying: “Security threats 
are something I am pre- 
pared to live with. They go 
with die job. I am deter- 
mined to lead a normal 
life." Last week a British 
court conditionally freed a 
German doctor who 
sparked a security scare by- 
turning up outside Princess 
Diana’s London health 
club to protest about the 
way she was being treated 
by Queen Elizabeth. But 
m agis trates warned Klaus 
Wagner, who regularly fol- 
lows the princess on public 
engagements, to stay well 
clear of the dab until he 
reappeared in court on Feb. 

5. In the northwestern city 
of Liverpool, a man 
accused of stalking 
Princess Anne was freed 
last week after a judge 
ruled he posed no threat to 
Queen Elizabeth's only 
daughter. He is obsessed, 
having sent her thousands 
of love letters. Princess 
Diana refuses to be accom- 
panied by bodyguards 
except when on official 
engagements; .Recent ama- 
teur camera footage cap- 
tured her sobbing with 
frustration as she tried to 
outrun the pack of photog- 
raphers who continually 
trail her. 

Australians turn 
their backs on 
beer, opt for milk 

CANBERRA (R) — A 
popular Australian televi- 
sion advertisement shows 
two country lads at a wool- 
shed dance quaffing milk 
and winning the. women, 
while their mates downing 
glass after glass of beer fall 
asleep. Such campaigns 
appear to be woriring. 
Australian Bureau of 

Statistics figures released 
Tuesday highlight a trend 
towards milk, soft drinks 
and dairy food as 

Australians shrug off their 
reputation as beer-swilling 
barbecue lovers. The aver- 
age Aussie now drinks 
more milk and soft drinks 
than beer, the bureau said. 
Australians drank an aver- 
age 95.4 litres of beer each, 
in the fiscal year to June 
30, 1995, down 4.4 per 
cent on 1993/94 and con- 
tinuing a steady trend of 
falling consumption, the 
bureau said. They also 
drank on average less wine 
in 1994/95 — 18.2 litres, a 
fall of 1.6 per cent But 
they drank an average 
108.1 litres of soft drinks in 
1994/95, up 3.3 per cent on 
1 993/94, and 203.0 litres of 
milk, a 1.0 per cent rise. 

‘Rock and roll’ 
helps cut down 
tree bugs — study 

SEOUL (AFP) — Rock 
and roll music helps to 
“drastically" reduce the 
number of noxious insects 
on fruit trees, a South 
Korean scientist said 
.Tuesday. Lee Han-Joo, an 
; insect researcher at the 

■ National Rural Develop- 
ment Administration, said 
■experiments with bugs and 
fruit trees showed the. 
insects were allergic to 
continuous blasts of rock 
and roll music. Peach trees 
experimentally sprayed 
with 30 plant lice and bom- 
•barded with rock and roll' 
music showed 100 aphids 
eight days later. But a' 
peach tree under the same j 

■ conditions in the absence 
of hard rock showed the 
plant lice hod multiplied to 
.450, he said. 
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